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Wo waited upon the Mayor and Corporation of Manchester who received

u.s with great courtesy, and who, convinced by our arguments, have since

memorialized Her Majesty's Government in favor of the Railway. We
accepted invitations from the Mayors of Oldham and of Ashton-Under-
Lyne, to dine with them and to address public meetings in those cities. In
lioth we were received with marked distinction, and heard with great patience;

and from both we brought away with us the conviction, that if more pains
were taken bv the North American Provinces to make their X'esources and
their policy known in the great cities and rural districts of the mother
••ountry, it would tend to their mutual advantage.

Other cities would have been visited, but the sudden death of the Prince
Consort occupied all minds, and overwhelmed the country with grief till

after the close of the year ; and besides, our presence in London was mucli

retiuirod, to furnisii information to the departments charged with preparations

for the defence of Uritish America. We were often consulted, but, Avhile

we could not but admire the generous promptitude displayed by Her Majes-
ty's (Jovernment in vindicating the national honor and preparing for the

defence of the Colonies, we were often painfully impressed with the convic-

tion that, had war been declared, costly errors would have been committed in

every department, for the want of just such information as well-trained

('olonists could supply.

It was apparent tliat until the issue of peace or war was decided, we
could expect no ;nis\V(«r to the jn'oposition we had submitted; because, if war
came, all the laboring population of the Provinces would be required for

self-defence ; and, it' called to bear its burthens, it was not reasonable to ex-

j»cct that the motluu" country would assume any pecuniary liabilities that

could be i)ostponed until after the termination of the contest.

Mr. Tilley was conipelhul to return homo at the close of the year.

I lingered till the news of peace came, and, in the meantime, accepted an
invitation to the ancient city of Bristol, the conimercial metropolis of the

West of England. I addressed the principal merchants and most infiu-

ential citizens, curried a unanimous vote in favor of the Railway, and was
most hospitably entertained, Ijy the descendants of those who saw the

keels of the earliest navigattir.-*, fitted out by the "merchant adventur-
ers" of Bristol, start on tlmse voyages of discovery which have so long con-

nected their names with the history of British America. Mr. Nelson
ai'companied me to Bristol, and was there, as elsewhere, of great service,

from his knowledge of the city and of its inhabitants.

On my return to London, Mr. Vankouglinet and myself addressed our-

selves to file dis<Hission of certain points, informally raised by the Colonial

Secretary, and furnished such information as was re([uired to complete the
case we iiad presented.

Having Ix'cn in Kiiglnnd sevcM'al times, on missions deeply affecting the in-

terests of my countrymen, the conviction has been for years becoming stronger

that the North Ameri<'an Provinces ought to be represented in London by
some permanent body or association. The experiments made, during this

ami fornior visits, satisfied me that the people of the mother country require
only to be informed to take a deep interest in flie.se Provinces—to tux'n the
sfr(>ams of immigration liitlier; and to siipjdy, for the development of their

boundless resnurces, any amount of <-apital. Australia is represented in Eng-
land l)y a body of far seeing persons, interested in her prosperity. Australia
votes X100,0()0 to promote emigration, and dedicates £0000 of it to pay able
lecturers on her capaliilities and resources. The results of this policy are
everywhere apparent. If you take uj) a" newspaper or a periodical, Austra-
lia strike's the eye on every page If you enter a scientific society somebody
is lecturing on the topograpliy or resources of that great Island ; and, in

siociety, for one person that you meet who knows anytliing accurately of

British America, there are ten wlio liave either returned from or read some-
thing about Australia. The conviction that the time had come when these
Provinces should secure some means of permanent advocacy, and illustration


