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But# bcfides thefc confiderations, which are to the Prefident .

and his Jjfiffors., there is one which immediately concerns the

Society, and that is, that if the ducal chairs are once to be
bellowed, we (hall be involved in endlefs unprofitable debates,

about recommending to Council, on whom they fliall be be-

llowed. The republican, whea he hears they are to be given

to Sovereign authority, will alk them for the fcnators of Lucca
and San Marino ; or if he is not a very learned republican, for

the lenator of Rome ; fomebody elfe will think that Meer Cata-
baw, a Cherokee King, or the well-educated Omiah, now perhaps

a powerful Chief, in his own country, ought to have them ; and
a third party will be of opinion, that General Paoli, Ibmetime
Protector, tho' never King of Corlica, and certainly not theworfe
for having been unfortunate, ought to have them perpetually.

Thus the Geographer and Heralds of the Society, will be con-
llantly at work about the jus gentium^ and Somerfet Place con-
tinue in as great a ferment as the diet of Ratilbon, 'till it is

determined who jue fovercign princes and who are not. But
this muft not be : traditum ab antlquis tnoretn fervare mementOy

which being tranflated means, no chair butthe Prefident'sand tiie

two Secretaries ever ouQ;ht to come into the meet in f^ room of

the Royal Society. Jt is the lame Ipirit of adulation to

great perlpnagcs, which has dictated the new alterations in the

Ijils, in which, amidft the truly courtly carL to fecure protec-

tion, lupport, and forbearance for the Royal Society of Lon-
don, by inlerting the additions of every Commilfioncr of tijc

Cuftoms, and Member of Parliament, who has the honour to be of

the body j we cannot but admire, that it has been thouglit

improper to print any addition after the name of the furgeons.

As to Mr. Nairnc, the inftrument-maker, though foreign aca-

demies may think the admifTion of an eminent man in his pro-

feffioH, does us as much honour as any admiffion on the lift, vvc

can account for his profeffion not being marked. The Prefident,

(preluding, as it fhoulcl feem, to his future greatnefs) endea-

voured formerly to exclude him, as well as feveral other learned

ipembers, from the Society. Another proof, if any was want-

ing, that the gentleman now in the chair, however qualified, or

whatever his merits of another kind may be, has not the ideas

proper for a Prefident of the Royal Society, and that he never

will have them.

Two words more, and we have done.—Much has been faid

of the Prefident's attachment to the interefts of the Royal

Society, as far as his abilities v/iil allow him to fee them
(nobody has fpoken of him as a lynx) and of his nice attention

to the management of our finances. Neither of thefe qualifi-

cations we mean abfolutely to deny him ; for, though the two

worft papers in the Tranfa<^ions of the four laft years'—papei s

very
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