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These volumes are most respectfully inscribed. If

the efforts of the writer to illustrate more fully and

minutely than has hither' j been done, the most inte-

resting portion of American history, in its immediate

connection with the large and populous State of which

The Patroon has so long been one of the most distin-

guished citizens, shall be so fortunate as to merit the

regard, and receive the approbation, of one so excel-

lently qualified to judge of its interest and value, there

will be nothing left unsatisfied to the ambition and

the hopes of

His friend and servant,
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