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William iii. is simply a proof that he was no bigot. Mr. Field very properly observes

that "criticism [on Hennepin] proceeds from sources which entitle him to the benefit

at least of a doubt of its impartiality," and adds, " The author lost the support of his

own brethren of the order of Recollects by neglecting or refusing to return to his

duties in America as a missionary." "This Reverend Father was the most impudent

of liars, and the narrative is a rare monument of brazen mendacity. Hennepin, how-
ever, had seen much and dared much : for among his many failings fear had no part;

and where his vanity or his spite was not involved he often told the truth. ... These
fabrications occur, not in the early editions, which are comparatively truthful, but in

the edition of 1697, and those which followed. La Salle was dead at the time of their

publication."— Parkman's Disco-very of the Great fVest, p. 124. The question of

Hennepin's veracity, as to his claim of descending the Mississippi, was first raised by

Sparks' "Life of La .Salle," " Amer. Biog.," 11. i, followed by Shea, Parkman, etc.

A portion of Hennepin's first work is given in Shea's " Discovery of the Mississippi,"

and his "New Discovery" is included in the "Amer. Ant. Soc. Trans.," Vol. i. Hee

Faribault's " Bibl.," also " N. Am. Rev.," xlviii. 70 ; xlix. 258.
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This work should go with the General History, and is usually bound at the end of

the second volume after the fourth Decade. In the composition of this work the

author had access to the most secret of the archives of Spain. It embraces the history

from the discovery of America to 1555. The engraved title contains a miniature of

the author, and representations of Mexican Deities. It was published in Latin, with

additions from Le Maire and Cevallos, under the following title :
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