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"ca'-j^'o oft!oal,<)r(ithi'r prodiuf of the Kiirttcrn I'rovincoH, to Kinj,'ston aiul Toronto, and tlioro

" get a ri'turn (Voijjlit of Honr, Imrlov. and otluT Wi'rttfin jirodnco, Iiitcroolonial trade will

" have entered on a new era.

"When Nova Scotia coal of the IteHt dciscriittion can he snj)i)lic<l altnndantly an<l clicaplv

" to weHtern ports, a j;rcat iniimlse will nccesHarilv \)v ifivcn to the tniiiKt'crof the trade ot the

" St. liawrence and Lakes to screw steamers, a transfer already taking place, as we have

" previously siiown.

" With the canals enlarged, coal freights would he reduced to the niininiuiu point—a lake

" projiellor would always hring hack from the lower ports a cargo of coal, rather than come

" cnii)ty—-just as the Knglish tind)er ships have lieen aceustonu'd to hring the same article

" instead of liallast.

" Insejiarahly connected with the growth of Inti'rcolonial trade is the construction of the

" Haic \'erte ("anal across the Isthmus, connecting the I'rovinces of Nova Scotia and New
" Brunswick. The advantages that must accrue, not merely to the Dominion as a whole, hut

" to the eommcree of the Maritime Provinces, are so clearly pointed out l)y the Hoards of

"Trade of all the leading cities of Canada, and hy men interested in the developnu'ut of our

"commercial inten-sts, not simply the merehiints of St. .lohn and other places in the locality

"of the proposed ('anal, hut merchants of Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and (Juehec,

*' that it is su'pertluous for the Commissioners to do more than hriefly refer to a few salient

'• features of the seiieme.

*'A steamer hulen with tlour for St. .lohn, N. B., now goes down the (lulf as far as

" Shediac, where the cargo is transported hy rail to its destinatioi;. The total distance hy

" water from Shediac through the (Jut of Causo and around the coast of Nova Scotia to the

'• Bay of Fundy as far as the commercial capital of New Brunswick is ahout HOO miles, and

" the conse(|Uenec is that there is little or no direct communication hetween the Bay of Fundy

" ports and those of the River St. Lawrenci'. By a Canal through the Isthnms the distance

"from Shediac to St. John will not he nuich more than one hinitirtd miles."

Accordingly the (roverninent of the day <U'cided to proceed with the construction of the

eaiuil. His Kxcellency Lord Dutferin, at the oiiening of the sessioTi of 187;:}, in liis speech

from the throne, \ised the following language :

" I am glad to inform you that jilans and spccitications for the enlargement of the Wel-

•* land, and the construction of the Baie Verte Canal, have lieen completed, and that the works

"can MOW he put under contract. The surveys for thi' St. Lawrence Canals will,! am assured,

" he linished in time to commence tin- works at the heginning of next year. This will insure

" the completion of all these great works at the same [leriod."

Ill accordance with the promise thus given, one million dollars was placetl in the esti-

mates for the construction of the Buie V'erte Canal, which, according to the late Mr. Page's

estimate of the line surveyed hy Messrs. (j/owski and Keefer, was to cost $7,100,000.

In 1X7."), under a ciiange ot (lovernmeiit, another ronimission was appointed, with the

late J loll, .lohn Young as chairman. The report made hy this Commission was nnfavorahle.

Indeed, it is said the Commission was purposely appointed to defeat the project and save the

new Coveriinient tJie necessity of making tJie outlay already pledged hy rarliament.

The Hon. .Joseph Lawrence, one of the Commissioners, protested against the verdict of

tile majority, and ahly defended the commercial prospects of the canal in a separate report.

It was afterwards discovered that an error had hceii made in their computation of the


