
6 KINGSTON AND TlIK I.OYA LISTS

an 1 till' Ijisliops, and ])roclamati()n was
madi' to that ('H'cct in every IJeiuil)lieaii

pulpit in the colony on Sunday, the lour-

teenth day of Aujjust, 1771. This en-

couraf^ed an arnu'd mob of "]>atriots" to

surround h's house the same ni;;ht in a

tumultuous manner, orderinj^ gates und
doors to !)(! opened.

Mr. Peters, from his window, asked
if they had a warrant from a maj,'istrate

to enter his house, 'i'lvev replied, "We
have .loice's warrant, wlueli Charles the

traitor submitted to, and it is sutlieient fur

you.*'

Finally, it was agreed tliat a ooinmittee,

comjjosed ol the most resj)eetal)' men in

the party, should read all the
[

'-rs be-

longinjj to Mr. J'eters. Aeeordin^dy, alter

inspecting all his ])apers as nuioh as they
pleased, they reported that they were satis-

lied Mr. I'eters was not guilty of any crime
laid to his charge.
On Sunday, the 4th Sej)tember, the

country was I'alsely alarmed by reason of

Colonel I'litnam's declaring Admiral (iraves

had burnt lioston, and that (ieneral (Jago

was nuu-derini: old and young, exce^)t

Tories and churchmen.
The governor si'ized this opportunity to

set the uiobs with redoubled fury upon Mr.
Peters ami the loyalists of Hebron, whom
they called •'I'eterites.'" On this occasion
intoxicated rnlHans spared neither houses,

goods nor |)ersous. Some had their bowels
crushed out ot their bodies Otlieis were
covered with filth and marked with the

sign -f the ci'oss, in token of loyalty to

bishops and kings, who, thi^y said, designed

to crucify all good j)eople. J^ven women
were huiig \ip. tarred and feathered. The
Kev. Mr. Peters, with his gown toin off,

was treated in the most insulting manner.
His mother, daughter, two brothers and
servants wounded, one ot his brothers so

badly that he died soon after, and these

fiends drajiged Mr. Peters almost Jiaked

ii'oni his dwelling, in spite of the cries and
tears of his mother and sisters, which might
have melted the heart of a savage, though
it ju'oduced nothing but peals of laughter

wnich rent to the skies. While they were
dragging him to their "Liberty Pole," with

intent of hoisting him up and down, as was
their manner of treatment, so extremely

cruel and barbarous was their usage that

the sheriff of Litchfield county could not

withhold his interference, by whose timely

assistance Mr. Peters was finally set at

lil)t ity aful his life pro\idenliaIly savetL

Halt naked and wounded, he fled to tlie

royal army at Boston, from wlu'iice h«
went to Kngland, by whi<'h means he pre-

servi'd his life, but not his property, from
the rapacity ami bloody hands of his cruel

countrymen.
After such an exnisrience, it is not to l)e

wondered at that Sir. Peters had but a
poor opinion of liepublican liberty, or that

he should have penned the following recipe:

Take tlic lii'r)> of Hypocri^'y iiml root of I'riifo

tlircf liandsfull—two iiuncc!* ot .\iiil)ition iiml V'liiu-

L'ln;-y— i)oiiii(l tliciii in the inortir of Fiiition itml of
Disconi— Iciivt' over tlip I'lrf ol Sodition until you
li(>n'<'iv(> tlic Scum of Di'cpit iit tiio top—struin it

tliroujfli tlu' cloiii- of Itoltcllion— i)ut it in tlic l)ottli?

of Envy— »toj) it witli tin; cork of .Malice till Hcttlod

—then inuk(! it into pills of Conspiriicy—take nina
niicn you no to licil—say a lonir prayer that may he
hem'il'hi tin' nlreit—then >{o to sleep if you can, uii'l

it will lie sure to have the due ollccts. AH the next
,".<iy you will tic well disposed to censure the church,
l)urn all the liUhops, murder the l\iu«, plunder the

nation and cut the throats of ail honest men.

After the escapi; of iSh*. Peters, 1775»

the Kev, Messrs. Mansfield and Viets were
cast into prison and tried for high treason

for giving food to loyalists flying from
tlninkeii mobs—fined and im[)risoned.*

Kveiything hut decency and order over-

ran the colony, and irerpient irruption was
made in which many loyalists were risarm-

ed, plundeird and made prisoners, amonj,

whom was the Rev. Dr. Seabury and tln.^

mayor of the city of New York. CJovernor

* The oil r>;y of the Episcopal Church were par-
ticularly olmoxious in New England durini; tin-

Kevolutionary w»r. This (act wa^ in some nn-asure
due to tho old antujronism t-xistin^r hctween the
descendants of Puritan*^ anil the Church of Entrhmd.

Rev. Samuel I'ctcrs, relerred to in the narrative,
was a staunch supporter of the cause of "C'hurcli
and State" and a resolute opponent of the Puritans.
Alter his return to England, in 1775, lie wrote a
History of Coiniei'tiritt.

That tlie I'nritans entertained sentiments of dc-
citled hostility towards Mr. I'eters we have already
seen. Suhseipie'itlv he was eharced hy tliein with
maliciously fj.iffinfr the so-calleu "Blue Laws of
Connecticut." The origin ot the "Blue Laws" lias

Ijeeu the source of mueh controvers}-—some of it

of a recent date. It would seem most probahle that

the truth lies between the views of the extremist.-*,

viz. : that in the early days of Connecticut there ex-
isted laws similar to those recorded hy Rev. Samuel
I'eters, although not expressed in hiiiguage iden-

tical with that employed hy hiui.

In connection with the name of Mr. Mansfield,
mentioned above, the following is of interest as aa
illustration of the narrow-minded spirit of the times.
Whilst attending Harvard College, Cambridge,
young Richard Mansfield through relitrious conVic-
tion renounced the faith of his forefathers, and de-

cided to stud}' for the njini9*-ry in the Church of
England. So great v.-as the animosity e.vcited by
his conduct, that when he sailed for England to be
ordained by the Bishop of London, his own sister

prayed that he might be lost at sea.


