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as sueli, are rnora'l.ly bad for the people. So
far as this point is concerned, there is really
noV rnuch Vo be said. The argumients pro and
con have been debated in this Chamber duwfing
the Iat, two or three yeare, anid I do not "hik
that people who held, etrong v'iews ou one side
or 'the other have changed them to any greùt
extent as a 'resuJt. It is idie to attempt Vo
coivert to the prinicipoes of this Bill a person
who believes that the purchssing of a lottery
ticket is a sinful act; it is equally idie to
atternpt Vo, convinoe a peirson who ha-s been
in the habit of buying tickets of Vhiis desorip-
tion that such a practice is in the least rep-
rehensible. Therefore 1 do flot intend to, dwell
upon this feature at ail.

The second ground upon whieh the Com-
mission bases its findi.ng is t-hat the conduet
of lotteries or sweepstakes for the benefit of
hospitals in England would diminish the
voluntaýry contributions now made towards
maintenance. As a matter of fact, such a
ground does not exist in the Dominion of
Canada. As I stated before, the hospitals in
this country have Vhree sources of revenue-
provincial grants, municipal grants, and
revenue from pay patients; and I think I arn
correct in saying that the revenue which cornes
frorn volun.tary contributions towards the
maintenance of hospitais--and I distinguish
between day-to-day maintenance and capital
expenditure-is infinîtesimal wihen compared
with the surns derived frorn other sources. If
I arn wrong in this, my honourable friend
from East Kootenay (Hon. Mr. King),
who is rnuch more conversant with this
side of the subi ect than I arn, can cor-
rect me. I think, however, that in mak-
ing this staternent I arn perfectly within
the facts. In~ any event, the total of some
fifteen million pounds per annum voluntarily
subsoribed for the maintenance of hospitals in
England is, as I understand, administered on
a basis entirely different fromn that prevailing
in this country. The medical work for the
outdoor and the poorer patients is, I under-
stand, done voluntarily. A member of the
medical profession considers it an honour, I
amn told, to be appointed to the surgical or
medical staff of one of those bospitals, and
anyone so chosen gives his services to the
hospital free of charge. The whole systern,
as I say, is different from the systern that
obtains in this couintry, and to my mind the
reasoning of the Commission does not apply
to the 'hospitals in Canada.

Since this House last considered this sub-
ject something else bas happened. I refer to,
the very important *-upport and advocacy of
a measure such as this from the great prov-
ince of Quebec, and from no less a person than

the Hon. Mr. Taschereau hirnseif. According
to reports I have read in the press, at the
recent Provincial Conference Mr. Taschereau
pressed the Dominion Government to pass
legisiation. along the lines suggested in this
Bill; and I arn informed and belileve that he
feels strongly enough on the subjeet to have
caused to be introduced at the present ses-
sion of the Quebec Legisiature a bill which
would enable him to take advantage of this
or any simîlar measure whîch Parlisment
might enact. Judging by this action of Mr.
Taschereau and by other things of which I
have heard since my arrivai in Ottawa, I
feel safe in saying that public opinion in
favour of a bull of this kind is steadily growing
throughout the country. I know that is s0 ini
my own province.

To put it shortJy, it appears Vo me that the
henefits that woul corne frorn this Bihl are
three-fold. In the first place, it would provide
ample funds for the maintenance of our hoe-
pitale, hunds that would be derived from a
source at present contrîbuting absolutely
riothing towards such an object. I amn well
aware that the peuple who would buy lottery
or sweepstake tickets, il the Bill were passed,
would not do so froim any specsaà desire to
benefit the hospitals; neverffheless a portion
of the money which they spent on suieh tickets
would be turned over Vo the hospital, and thc
total of these inoneys would be sufficient Vo
mainjtain such institutions. Secondly, the pass-
ing of thie messure would enabL people Vo do
Iegally what they are now doing i'legaly.
Unidoubted]ly, as every member of this House
knows, the sale and purohase of lottery and
sweepstake tickets is widespread throughout
the Dominion. This is not a desirable state of
affairs, for it tends Vo bring our law into con-
ternpt, and I repeat, that we camn rernedy the
situation by passing legisiation of the kind
now proposcd. Thirdly, such legisiation. would
check ýto some extent, at least, the steady flow
of rnoney frorn Canada for the purchese of
lottery tickets in other countries. This is a
matter worth consideration, though possibly of
minor importance.

Hon. C. P. BEAUBIEN: Honourable
senators, I introduced this Billi, but I desire Vo
state that I did so purely as a matter of
courtesy, in accordance with the customn fol-
lowed when an honouirable member sponsoring
a Bill is oelled away f rom the bluse before
the Bill is reached. I mnuet ay that notwithi-
standing the argumients advanced. by the
honourable memrber from. Victoria (Hon. Mr.
Barnard), and by persons oukside this House,
1 have not been able Vo conclude that the Bill
is a commendable one. I shahl noV dwell


