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I'?lgmla_tive Assembly in the world is to be
lliund in the United State Senate.” Jen-
Revg's’ an Englishman, in the Quarterly
Un.lte”% says: “The constitution of the
nlogt,ed- States of America is much the
m important political instrument of
« Them times.” Sir Henry Mayne says:
thise Senate of the United States is at
polit,momenfc one of the most powerful
; 1cal bodies in the world. TIn point of
dig:lty _and authority, it has in no wise
it f,Ppomted the sanguii e expectations of
Ounders.” Gladstone himself says—
am passing over the testimony of
mf’:\y Othelp emin%nt men: d

0'8&11‘8 the British constitution is the most subtle
topy 22t0N that has proceeded from progressive his-

derfy, 80 the American constitution is the most won-

Pur ul uction ever struck off by the brain and
=~ man.”

S&Ill((il here is what Sir John A. Macdonald
Q on the subject during the debates on
Onfederation :

« .
the E(E 18 the fashion now to enlarge on the defects of
Nstitution of the United States, but I am not

'{f)e lt.lose who Jook upon it as a failure. I think

. e

nd b :

Which Le\'e that it is one of the most skilful work

the m Umax intelligence ever created ; 1t is one of
08t perfect organizations that ever governed a

free people,*
A IEO{I. Mr. ALMON—I think in the
v €rican Senate, Rhode Island, which is
€ry small State, returns two Senators,
freas New York, with population, area
Te rl'ewurges vastly greater, has only a
Isf; :Sentatlon equal to that of Rhode
- Do you wish us to bave the same

Bop N N N N
Olll't ?f Tepresentation for the Provinces in
* Senate ?

tig 10%. Mr. POIRIER—That is just the
o hat has linked the United States
P a%:ther and has enabled the country to
cay” through wars that would have redu-
men’t‘“y other country to its original frag-
Tepy S. The lower Chamber is directly
re esentative of the people. Its members
o sected by manhood suffrage : every-
age 1}:‘ the nation who is over 21 years of
as a vote. That isrepresentation by
stig‘lltlgitlon. There are two elements con-
Privilmg a confederacy, the geople and the
Vinee ©ges attaching to the States or Pro-
is ths Which form the confederacy. What

€ Conse ? As the hon. junior

e quence ? As the hon. juniox

Or_nbel’ from Halifax remarked, New
vk, wit

hag 1.V 1th & population of over 5,000,000,
esl)f_hfrty'-81x members in the House of
nat. ebtatives, but omly two in the Se-

a ;
*e, while Rhode Island and Delaware, |

which have only one or two members
in the House of Representatives, have
each the same representation in the Se-
nate, as New York. Colorado, which has
lately been admitted into the Union, has
only one member in the House of Repre-
sentatives, but has two in the Senate. In
point of power, every State is equal in the
upper House, and the lower House repre-
sents individuals, thereby making the Con-
federation truly representative of the two
elements of which it is composed. The
people have their own representation in
the lower House according to population,
and the Provinces, or States, are repre-
sented in the Senate as units of equal
value. The constitution of the United
States has mis carried in many ways. Even
the judicial power, which has been the
admiration of the old world, could not
prevent the civil war., On the other hand
the framers of the constitution never
intended that the President should be
elected directly by the people. Their
idea was that he should be elected by an
clectorate of the second degree. But there
is one institution that has remained un-
changed in the United States, the Senate.
It is now as it was at the commencement,
and prominent English writers are obliged
to admit that those who degided the con-
stitution of the United Statesin its infancy
were wrong, and that the Senate of the
United Stated is a body which deserves and
commands universal admiration. Look at
the bodies nominated by the Crown in
other countries! Look at the House of
Lords: it is falling, lowering—no one can
deny it. Since the Act of 1832 the House
of Lords had lost its power over people.
Only last month, when Labouchére pro-
posed in the English House of Commons
to abolish hereditary government, his
resolution received 139 votes and was only
defeated by a majority of 62. I remember
reading the report of the debate; Labou-
chére was of the opinion that it was as
illogical to have a legislative body nomi-
nated by the Crown as it would be to have
a jury selected by one of the litigants ina
suit. There is one institution that has not
sunk or diminished, that is the Senate of
the United States. Isay the same elements
they have there are to be found here: we
have a confederacy, as they have. What
was the great objection in this country
towards Confederation ? The objection
was, especially in the Province of Quebec,



