
5568 COMMONS DEBATES

Government Orders

0 (1345)

1 would ask that the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans talce
swift action to ensure that experienced observers are at sea in the
Scotia-Fundy, observers who are employcd by a contractor who
has received the contract by following the rules, thc rules that
everyone cIsc was required to play by.

1 arn concerned for not only the Scotia-Fundy observers, thc
fundamental element in the observer program, experienced
observers who have been tossed aside because they happen to
belong to a small, independent union, but also for thc observer
prograni itself, which is Canada's first line of defence against
foreign overfishing and probably Uic cheapest and most accurate
source of abundant, scientific data available.

1 would reconiîend the minister strengthen enforcement and
enhance coverage levels to effectively conserve fish stocks so
we rnay neyer need another TAGS program. Ini speaking to
second rcading of this bill, I noted that we on Uiis side of thc
House envision an east coast fishcry that is viable, seif-suffi-
cient and sustainable.

We believe that thc fishery can and shouhd be a cornerstone of
a more diversified economy ini Atlantic Canada. We are confi-
dent that Atlantic Canadians can compete in a world economy.
The government would have Atlantic Canadians living depen-
dent on govemment handouts in a constant state of instability.

It is a desire of reforni members to encourage thc iii
on of a comprehensive prograrn of change which wc
i-,nnlb- <if Atfijntir (C*n.MA nnt cnlv wnrk-mnç but wn-

Provincial unempioyment rates range from 13 pe
per cent. Obviously measures should be introduced ti
long term viability of the rnost economically depres
of Canada. The question remains why does the
continue to pursue this course of action?

It was mismanagement of fishery resources by p
menus which resulted in the economric crisis th
Canadians are paying for today. Many of the people
this crisis have worked at plants for their entire ca
were capable enough to hold these jobs.

Now, thanka to government short sightedness and
agement, they have seen their source of income al]
pear. However, the solution proposed by Bill C-3
opinion just as short sightcd and poorly managed. Ti
proposes to reduce the technical level of unemp
Atlantic Canada, not by strengthening the econoniy
ing job creation but by encouraging people to droç
workforce.

Is this the govemment's agenda for rcducing unefi
The Reform Party would prefer to sec a vigorous f
revitalization of Atlantic Canada. Perhaps this is wha
be debating here today. An interesting aspect of this
the way in which it will be administered.

Thc government plans to purch
affected individuals. As most me
annuitv is created when vou invest

This prograni provides neither a sense
satisfaction of accomplishment for those
The long terni impact of this decision j
dependency for the very recipients it is
workers being targeted by this prograrn
lives when Diannine for their retiremen

5568 COMMONS DEBA17ES


