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Erskine May has perhaps indicated a way around this
dilemma. At page 447 it says that doubtful cases may arise
upon which the rules of the House are indistinct or obsolete or
do not apply directly to the point at issue. I submit that such is
the case at this point. It goes on to say that the Speaker will
then usually give a ruling to cover the new circumstances,
although he has on occasion referred the matter to the
judgment of the House. Perhaps that would be the appropriate
way to proceed now and simply refer this decision to the House
itself.

Mr. Speaker: I have listened very carefully to the Hon.
Member for Windsor West (Mr. Gray) and the further
remarks of the Hon. Member for Kamloops—Shuswap (Mr.
Riis). While the points made by the Hon. Member for
Windsor West were delivered with force, it seems to me they
amount to essentially the same point raised by the Hon.
Member for Kamloops—Shuswap, and I remain of the view
that it is premature for the Chair to rule.

The latter point that the Hon. Member for Kamloops—
Shuswap makes I think can be met by the Chair making it
very clear that I certainly do not think I am precluded from
commenting on this at a later time. I think I have made it clear
that if it is appropriate, I certainly will do so. I will not take
the position, nor will I be persuaded to take the position, that I
do not have a clear right as Speaker to consider the matter
when I see the Bill.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
WAYS AND MEANS
THE CANADA-UNITED STATES FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Hon. John C. Crosbie (Minister for International Trade)
moved that a Ways and Means motion to implement the free
trade agreement between Canada and the United States, laid
upon the Table on Wednesday, May 18, be concurred in.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Some Hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will please
say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.
Mr. Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some Hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five Members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the Members.

The House divided on the motion, which was agreed to on
the following division:
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: I declare the motion carried.



