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policy. Those two issues are as important to western agricul-
turai people in total, that is, the grain producers and the
livestock industry, and as important to thc whole of western
Canada in their own way as some of those other issues that we
think are so important to ail of Canada-[ arn referring to the
eonstitutional issue and even the energy issue. That is the
importance that 1 attach to this doublc-barrclled controversial
issue of domestic feed grain prîces plus the Crowsnest Pass
freight rates. 1 know that the Ninister of Transport (MVr.
Pepin) has bcen making publie statements--and 1 think the
Mvinister of Agriculture (Mir. Whelan) bas donc the same-t0
indicate that il is bis wish 10 bring to a head in some \vay this
public debate that has been going on now for quite a number
of ycars in western Canada, and very seriously over the last
two years, and bring it to the floor of the House of Conmmons.
Il remains to be seen, of course, what forni t will take. There
s a suggestion that it could takc the form of a commission that
would, shaîl we say. publicize thc suggested policy and ask for
input fromn al] concerned. We wîll take il front there and
probably sec the govcrrnmcnt bring in an appropriate piece of
legislation. This is not going t0 happen ovcrnighî, of course. It
s going t0 take several years. After aIl, the problcm has been
with us now for four gencrations.

1 know my friend from Regina West (Mr. Benjamin) is not
happy with what 1 am saying, but 1 hope he aiIclast recognizes
that 1 have a personal interest in this and I am very sincere
about il.

Mr. Benjamin: 1 am just irying Io gel you t0 change your
mind.

Nir. H-argrave: Il s a flle laie. that is aIl 1 can say.

Mr. Benjamin: l is neyer too late.

Mr. Hargrave: 1 'sant to say that we just cannOt possibly
envisage the wbole grain systeni in the prairies of western
Canada operating without free aceess to an open feed grains
market.

* 1l750)

On a related mnalter 1 want to draw the attention of' this
Ilouse -thîs s thc first time 1 have been able îo do so
althoughi 1 have itised the itiatter in tlic Standing Commnittec
on Agriculture- to w bat bas been termed a joint press release
front advisory commnittees dated ai Ottawa, October 23, 1980.
It is on the stationery of' the C anadian Livestoek Feed Board,
and 1 will rcad briefix froni t. This is a statemient whieh
flIlowcd a joint meeting here i n Ottaw a at about the tintc of'
this release. October 23. No doubt tl was a day or two carlier.
The two groups whieh wscre meeting werc the Canadian Lîve-
stock Fced Board advisory eonittee, which is a board
appointed by the Minister of' Agriculture, and the advisory
board t0 the Canadian Wheat Board, an elected board wbieh
s now a ver,, important part ol' our western grain cconorny.
Tîtose Iwo boa rds get toget ber here in Ottawa and put out a
release w hicb referred three or four tintes to a unanimous
agreemient reachcd by the two boards. They key one is at the
bottomi of the fist page, and 1 will rcad t mbnt the record as
follows.

BothI ceintittees unaini ousJ re ct.ed aîn) sy îcm ru whcrcby ih h'u pp]N of
domieo jr feed gratins would be iota!!', wi tht n thtt doin.i n of thSe priva te trad., t
w a. fe!i t hat i uch aî w otett wou id be detri ntcn tal ti) thSe i nterests of bei h graî in
and 1i',e.tock producer. ilrougheni Canada.

Mr. Benjamin: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hargrave: It is utter rubbish 10 suggcst that those two
boards could sit down together and issue a statement saying
that they were unanimious. 1 do not know how the circui-
stances came about, but immediately afterwards at leasî four
of' the memibers of the advisory board 10 the Canadian Wheat
Board denied very vehemiently that there was any substance to
this. Two of them are front Manitoba and two are front
Alberta, and thcy were elected representatives. They put out
their own statLmient about il imimediately afterward.

At that particular meeting of the two boards two mninisters
wcre rcported t0 have been involved in at lcast part of their
delîberations. Those nmisters were the Nlinister of' Agricul-
ture and the iminister of state responsible for the Ctinadian
Wheat Board. Sorte of us in the Standing Commnittce on
Agriculture did have an opportunity to question the Mînister
of' Agriculture about bis involvement.

The issue was raiscd by three or four of us fromn this side of'
the flouse. The minister dcnicd that he fhad any specif'ie input
into the preparation of' this joint press release. [le did so rallier
vigorously, and 1 would say that those from our side pressed
our point equally as vigourously. In the end the nmnster weni
on record- when the minutes are finally printed we will fînd
tlis reference- as saying that the otily tliing he was dead sure
of' was that he w'as for ordcrly marketing. [le repeatcd that
several timtes. 1 am saying. 1 suppose raîher tacîfully, that the
nîinister was soinewhai embarrassed. The Minister of Agricul-
ture was somnew bat cmibarrasscd to bc involvcd in a statemieni
on governmient stationery bclonging to the Canadian Livestock
Fecd Boa rd.

1 do not propose to speak nmuch longer, but 1 want to place
on the record the importance of the leeding industry in westertn
Canada. 1 refer to feed for both cattle and hogs. If I niay
digress for a moment, 1 would like to say sometbing about our
hog industry, espcially in Alberta. It was not too man\ ycars
ago when the hog industry in Alîberta was the largest in
Canada by province. We had the largest hog population, and tl

v.as t thriving industry.
Tfien when the highcr price for barleyx and the surplus grain

era camie along. thiat hog industry, rather suddenly dtinisbed,
and ai ftrst glance tl appeared that tl .vas taken over by the
province ol' Quebcc. There is reason l'or assuiming that things
br.ppcned that way. but in reality wc in western Canaida losil
our large hog industry. especially in Alberta, not to Quebe.
but to the corn bell in the United States, simply because hogs
could be produced cheaper there than here, and there is a
better elimiate there. 0f course, sxe have al\ways kno\àn that.

W hile this was going on, the provincial governinent of
Quebec introduced a rieh subsidy prograno to cncourage hog
production and fecding in that province. Tbis eventually patd
off to the extent that cither in the current year alimost ending,
or next ycar the largest hog producer in Canada will. J am
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