
2164 COMMONS
IVar Appropriation

pictures of their majesties in recruiting offices
than ta send copies of speeches regarding the
plebiscite, which was a waste of paper. It
would have been better ta use that paper ta
print a picture of the commander in chief of
the army and give it a place of honour in aur
recruiting centres.

On January 1 the New York Times said
that the United States army had promoted
575 ta the rank of colonel. It was a great
promotion on accaunt of the new year. But
now the picture is flot so gaod as it should ho
regarding French-speaking afficers in the army.
Take, for instance, what happened in Hang
Kong; how many were French-Canadians?
There was a large number of French-Canadians
there. We have no news of them, no more
news now of those who -are prisaners at
Hang Kong than we have of the probe that
took place not long ago. The number of
French-Canadian officers was so smali that they
took mon who had not a drap of French blond
in their voies and put them down as officers
just ta show one or two more.

Mr. DUPUIS: Twa offir ors from my riding
woro French-Canadians, bath sons of Mr.
Pierre D'Avignon, from Marieville.

Mr. POULIOT: There may be two, but
thore was anly anc there.

Mr. DUPUIS: Porhaps there was anc from
Témiscouata.

Mr. POULIOT: Oh, yes, and bis name was
Lapointe, a soldier, not an officer; we have
no afficers fram aur district. I arn sorry that
the leader of the opposition has vanished, like
the prophet of aid in lais chariot of fire. Evory
time I have something ta say that wauld bo
gaod for him ta learn, ho disappears.

Mr. ROSS (St. Paul's): Maybe if the han.
gentleman had something ta say my leader
wauld stay.

Mr. POULIOT: My hion. friend should keep
quiet, in proparing such wondorful speeches
as hoe doos, w-hon ho compares bis doskmate ta
Cicero and Demosthones and others of the
world's great orators-

Mr. ROSS (St. Pýaul's): I arn nat an oratar
like my hion. friend, but when I speak in the
bouse I have something ta say.

The CIIAIRM AN: Let us came back ta
the question before the committeo.

Mr. POULIOT: Just ta, please the hon.
member for St. Paul's, I have bore in my
hand an editoriai from a good paper althougb
it is Tory, the Toronto Telegram, of March 25,
1942. It is headed "Secret proceedings of
inquiry must ho given in full ta, the nation".

[Mr. Pouliot.)

That is the Hong Kong inquiry. We want
sorne information. W/e are entitled to have
complote information about that and about
everytbing. but everything is hidden. We have
a right to get complete information about the
usefulness of every branch of the Department
of National Dofonce, as we have a right ta
knowv who was guilty in connection with the
Hlong Kong expodition. But we shall neyer
bave it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order. 1 wouid point
ont that the miatter referred ta is sub judice,
and it is not in order ta discuss matters that
bave bcen refcrred to the royal commission.
I undcrstand tlîat a great deai of leeway is
allowed in this committeo, and some remarks
hav e already been made on that subjeet, but 1
ihink tbat in the future conduet of this debate
no furtber reference should be made ta the
royal commission or the subject matter of
its inquiry.

Mr. POULIOT: Coming back ta Novem-
ber 12 wbcn the minister wvas away, the esti-
mates of the (lepartmnent were in the hands
of bis colicague tbe Minister of National
Dcfcnee for Air. I asked him a direct
qtict ioni

Tîtere %as sonîctling elso I rca(l, this time
flot il, the 'Toironto 2'clegrain but in the OJttawa
Joidinal of &pe.br24, statiiig tliat a cecsus
iof the ivlîg'ous beliefs af tbe troops w as being
takeii. 1l do iiot sec howv it is possible ta do
that wbcxi it is not possible ta learn how
niany Frech Catiadians bave enhisted in a cer-
tain reginelt. Ail that informationî sbould bie
a%,ailable.

Mr. l'olier: It is on the attestation card.
The man statos te wbat religion lie subscrihes,
and usually it is on bis identification dise as
well.

Mr. Pouliot: Tbat is fine, but I sbould like
ta know the number of Frenchi Canadiaîîs xvho
are serviîîg in regiinents such as the Black
Watcb, tlue highlanders and so on.

Mr. Power: 1 believe that information Cao
hoe obtainod.

Mr. Pouliot: Thank you.

Tiîat is from Ilansard of November 12,
1941, page 4695.

Since that I have got nothing in tbe way
of information about the number of French-
Canadians in the whole country who have
enlisted in ail regiments. That is what I want
ta know. If the figure is gond, that is well;
if the figura is bad, we are ready ta take our
medicine, but we want ta know and we have
a right ta know. The amount of this estimate
is $997,000,000. Is it nat possible ta take
from this amouint $100 or $200 ta check the
payrolls of ail rogiments in the treasury office
and sec the number of French names which
appear thereon? 0f course there might ho


