
1180 COMMONS
Pension Act

give full consideration to and report uipon
probiems whichi xvii arise fromn the dernobili-
zation and discharge of miembers of the forces
fromi timie to timie during and after the con-
clusion of the pirecrit xvar, and their reliabilita-
tion into civil life. The problet xvas n
serions one in Noveniber of la8t year, and is
becorning more serious as tirne goes ou. A
spcîal aux isory conimittee which xvas set up
by the cabinet receonended that a dlivision
bcecated te be knoxxn as the veterans' wel-
fare div ision, the funictions of which should
be te advise and a.sist foi-mer members of
the forces in mat ters pertaining te reestab-
lishinent in civil life, and te perform such
other duties as might be prescrîbed by the
Minisier of Pcnsions and National lleaitb
reiating te the weifare of sncbh formner mcm-
bers of t he for'ceý. These were the duties
whliieh dcx oixed lipon the vetcrans' weifare
division:

1. To estabiish subdivisions at such points
througbiout Canada at xvhich the Departmieut
ef Pensions anul National llealth maintains
offices andor xvhcere the establishment of sucb
subîdivisionis is deenied te be advisabie;

2. To interviewv, advise aud assist former
incîlies e i tiie forces;

3. To becoeme conîversant with ail tbe regula-
tieîîs reiating te penlsions, alioxxances, uxiedicai
treatnicut-

I neecd net list ail these varions duties.
The fact remains thagt they are se vague as te
be of nu roui value, and consequentiy this
problim of the rohabilitation of the ex-service
man is net being given the attention it
deserves.

I amn suggestiug that -the problem, can be
deait xith in twe xvays. Tiiere is the long view
of the probiemt and then there is the short
viexv, or what sheuld be done immediately. I
shouid iike te have the reactien of the min-
ister te seme recemmendatiens appearing on
pages 62 and 63 ef the report ef the veterans'
assistance commission ef 1937. On page 62
I find this paragraph:

Tbere is a generai feeling throughout the
counitry tiîat unemploye(l war veterans shouid
be accepted as the rcspensibility of the domin-
ion geveriîiiit. Particuiarly is tlîis view
prevaieiit aîîîoîîgst pîroxincial aiîd mnicipal
authorities. ani aîîîong responsîble veteran
organizatioxîs Nvlio bave te deai with the class
of veterail iiiciuded iii this report.

During the recrîîitiîîg period iii Canada
maîv xvar-tinie lîreuises w ere muade te the
troeps by mii iii public life, ne doubt in al
sincerity at the tiîîîe. but it xveuid net be
coret te say tbat ail of the piromises had been
fuifilied.

Whiie I agree tînt this refers more
partictîlarly te the men who were demebilized
after the xvar ef 1914-18, it can alse be appiied
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te the situation which. prescrnts itself at the
preserit tirne. Thien et page 63 of this report
I find this very fine recommendatien:

After gix'iiig the niatter considerabie thougbt
ani bearing iii mid the representatioiî inade
h.x orgaîîizations tbrougliout the counîtry, by
heniorary local cenînittees, aiid inîformation
obtained fromn varieus sources, the comimission
lias couic te the conclusion that it eau (le ne
icss thaiî reeeiiiicnd tlîat the dominiionu govern-
ment accept respoiîsibiiity for ail inîdigent

nmpie coyd x eterans wie xvere doiniciled in
Caniada at date of eniistment and xvbo saxv
service iii a tiieatre cf actual xvar.

In this recommeudation the commission
stîggests that these be deait with in twe
groups:

1. The War Veteraiis' Aiiowancc Act te be
ameii(ld te take in a larger iîiuîibcr whoi eau
prove unfituess, et cetera;

I coe hope tlint xx'hcn the cemmittee cernes
te cliscias the WVar Veterans' Alioxvance Act
due consideratien xviii be given te this recem-
menciatien.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Tint lias been carried eut te a certain extent
since the report was wvrittcn.

Mr. MARSHIALL: Yes; but the second
rccoîmnredation te whicli I now cerne is the
eue te xvhich. I have particular reference:

2. The remaiîîing iimber te be taken care cf
while unemployed by the îîayrnt cf au aliow-
ance te be known as provisienal eceneiic
ailexxance.

The minister wouid net fer a moment sug-
gest that this recemmendation has been carried
eut. It was endersed by the Canadian Legion
at one of its a.nnual conventions only a couple
cf years ago, but thus far ne steps have been
taken te implement it. Te me it is the rnost
important recemmendation cf ail. It gees on:

The basic rate cf the provisionai ecenemie
alicwauce te he:

Single men, $18.75 per nîonth;
Man and wife, $30 per mouth.

That is a long range view cf the problem,
but what shotîid we de with regard te these
men at tlic present time or until this cern-
mittee meets and brings in definite recern-
mendatiens? Thiere carne te my desk this
xveek. a recommendation which I believe is
the best I have heard or read tlîus f ar. I
pass it on te the minister for bis consideration,
as a rnethod cf deaiing immediateiy with the
probiern ef caring for the unempioyed dis-
charged men cf this xvar.

I weuid snggest tîtat cach iiitary district
set iii) iiiiicdiatel3 (ani timis eau l)e doue liy
teiegram iu tw cuty-four îouîrs) a speciai service
conîpamiy inte, wvlicli wouild be trausferred ail
mien lu the catcgory cf tiiose beîng dscharged
to-day. te remain on streugth for seme dlisposi-
tien '(medical treatmeut, pension, vecatiena]


