
855h COMMONS 8556

bas taunted the Prime Minister for some
opinions expressed by hlm in 1890), when
this question was before parliament. The
l'rime Minister can defend himselt ; but
iny hon. fri-end should have done hlm the
justice to quote the exact language which
lie used on that occasion. When this ques-
tion was debated iu 1890 lie said, page 1014
of the 'Hansard':

Let us remember this :That if we are pre-
pared to stand by the principle of local auton-
omy in the Northwest Territories, we wili
stand ýten times, and a hundred times, stronger
when we have to meet an attack in our owu
province. If we are now prepared ta stand bY
the principle of local autoosy, I submait that
when the time cornes we wild find a tower of
stre.ngth in the position wbich we may 'take
upon this question. This ie one of the reasons
wbich impel me to ýtake the action I propose
on this measure, that ris, to support the mea-
sure of the hon. Miniaster of Jus tice. I quite
realize that it ýmuai 12e painful for mauy hon.
members from the province of Quebec ta vote
for a measure which may perbaps 'impiy the
possibility that the French language should
case ta be the officiai language lu the North-
west Territories. 1 have no reason ta Suppose.
and I do flot for -one moment suppose, that the
people of the Northwest Territories wouid act
unjustiy or unfairly ýtowards the Frenchi min-
ority. I know it bas been said that if we vote
ibis measure it is a foregone conclusion that
the French languagýe will niot be an officiai
language of the Northwest. because the legis-
labure bas already expressed its opinion in
favour of removing ýit as an officiai language.
Well, that it ýtruc but we must remember
that at present -there is na-t one single member
speaking French in ýthe legisilature, and if, after
the next election, there should 12e no change
in the representation, if there shouid 12e no
French representative lu the Northwest Terri-
taries assembiy, surely uo one wili complain
if, under sacb circumstances, after the attention
of the people bas been aroused ta the questioný
the local legisiature were ta adhere ta Its pre-
sent Intention.

So the Prime Minister. wheu leader of
the opposition, said that as there was no
French Canadian representative sitting lu
the Northwest assem'bly, and as it was a
question of local aut-onomy, the legîsiature
had full power ta do what it bas since doue.
That w-as aîso the opinion of the highest
constitutlonul authorities which were lu par-
liament at that tine. Now, Sir, the leader
of the opposition of that day stated -that
if this question would corne up before par-
liament lie -,vould have t-o consider the
number of French inhabit-ants in the North-
west Territories. As I said a moment ugo.
it is a good thing ta fight for our undoubted
riglits, but it is anot-ber t-bing ta figlit use-
Iessly for speciai privileges. 1 challenge
my bon. friends from Jacques Cartier (Mr.
Monk) andl Beauharnois (Mr. Bergeron) ta
find, witbin t-he four corners of this consti-
tution. auytbing guaranteeing the use of
file French Ilnguage lu the Nortbwest Ter-
ritories.

Mr. LEMIEUX.

Mr. BERGERON. We are flot goinig ta
fight ou xvords. Daes flot the hou. gentle-
man thitik that ail t-bat took place before
Manitoba ent-ered confedeiation, that ail
that was doue at that timie lu favour of the
Frenchi language and separate scbools. iu
favour of the rights of the French Can-
adians and the lialf-breeds iu t-bat part of
the country, was doue on bebaîf of people
wvho resided lu that territory now com-
prised iu t-be provinces of Alberta and Sas-
katchewan?

Mr. LEM-IEUX. Again I will quote ta
rny hou. friend the langunge of t-be coaitract-
ing parties. Here is the declaration of the
people of Rupert's Laud as 1 find it lu
clause'10:

That the English and French languageis 12e
cominon in the legisiature and courts, and that
ail public documents and Acta of Lbe legisia-
ture be publishied lu bath languages.

Ail the above articles have been severally
discussed and adopted by the French and Eng-
115sh reprýesenitaýtiveas wlhout a dissenting voi-ce,
as the conditions npon which the people o!
Ruýpert's Land enter confederationi.

The people of Rupert-'s Land, these are
not the people of the Northwest Territories
to-day. But i wvill kob further. Imimedia-
tely after this had been submit-ted ta Sir
John Macdonald and Sir (4eorge E. Car-
tier, and the other ministers of the Crowu,
an Act was passed ta create the province
of Manitoba, cont-aiuing exactly the samne
provisions. Three years after. the Northi-
west Territories are constituted. but flot a
word is înent-ioned about the Freuchl an-
guage. Wl] my bou. friend explain that ta
me ?

Mr. A. LAVERGNE. Wi]l the hou, gen-
tlman allow me ta ask hlm a question ?
Wauid not t-be federal parliament to-day
have the right ta establish t-be Frenchl an-
guage lu the Northwest if it saw fit ta do
so?

Mi. LEMIEUX. Undoubtedly, and so can
lny lion. f riend agitate the country aiid ask
fhit- the 200,000 Frenchi Canadians in tlie
province of Ontario shah bhave the righit ta
t-be official use of the French lamîguage iu
the legisiature. But as there is flot anc
word lu t-he British Nortli America Act
about the use of t-be Frenchi language iu
Ont-aria, as there is no covennt or guar-
autee to t-bat effect lu previaus documents,
iiobody wouid dare agitate for such a
tbing. Would niot my ban. frieud from
Montmagîîy tMr. A. Lavergne) be more prac-
tical, w-ould flot my hon. frieuds from
Jacques Cartier and Beaubaruýols be more
justified, lu agitatiug the country and ask-
ing aur Englisbh fellow citizeus ta grunt the
use of t-be French lauguage in the legisla-
ture of Ont-aria. rather t-han asking the
iic, of the Frenchi laxiguage lu thne legisla-
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