
COMMONS DEBATES. MÂRCH 5,
try. So that, taking it in the groas, in the rough, the the people did pay under eur reduced systen of taxation
staple articles of consumption, and of housing, and of fuel as eompared with that of the United States. If you take
for the farmer are those of whieh this country produces a the last eight yeara, from 1881 to 1888, the taxation paid
surplus, which are free within the borders of this country in the United States wus$5.87 per bead, and in Canada
and upon which not one cent of tax is paid. An hon. $5.74, a difforence of 13 cents par head in favor of Canada
gentleman said : "What about the nails ?" With that infini. for that pet iod. For the year 1888, the tax par bead in the
tesimal cast of mind which characterises him, out of the United States was $5 51 per head, whilst in Canada it
hundreds and thousands of dollars which are required to buy was $566, a difference of 15 cents in favor of
raw materials for the home, and whieh are free to the the United States, which arises fror the faot that
farmer who buys them, the bon. gentleman's mind leads the United States, undertaking none of that la-ge class of
him to look at the few pounds of nails which are necessary expenditures sucb as we have in Canada, and wbi.h I
to keep the structure together, and upon which a duty may mentioned a few moments age, bas from. her surplui, with
perbaps be paicd. That argument, as an hon. gentleman ber large population and immense trade, paid a large
suggests, is clinched. ameunt towards reducing ber publie debtand, consequently,

Mr. LANDERKIN. All our farmers do not wear home. is redcing the per capita rate of taxation which the people
spun. are obliged to psy. Bat, whon you talk of taxation in the

United States, you tslk simply ou the lice of comprison
Mr. FOSTER. No. 3 is the artisan. He does not live of the federal taxes, forgetting that oacb State bas aise iLs

on a farm on which he is able to raise what he consumes, taxes, and, if.'ou add the taxation of the different States
but he lives in a village or town; but the articles of food for 18S7-88,whieh arounts toSl.8 per head, to the foderal
which he buys, the clothing which ho wears, the lumber taxation of $5 51 par head, youobtain the total corresponding
he requires for louse purposes, the furniture which he puts taxation paid by the people-8 6 5) per bad in the United
into bis home, the tools which ho uses to a large extent and States as against 85.66 in Canada, a difference in favor of
the fuel he burns, which are the ]aiger items in the ex. Canada of 93 cents per head et the population. Wby, some-
penditure of the artisan as well as in the expenditure limes peoplo think that enly a country like Canada, enjoy-
of the farmer, are obtained in this country, which iDg a protective tarif, bas te psy Customs and Excise
produces a surplus of them, and no duty is paid upon tbem. taxes If wo go te Great Britain, wbat do we find? We
So, I say, that in thia country with its present fiscal vssem fiLd the taxes gâtbored thero lu 1888 were us folùws
and with its pcculiar natural advantages, the system ot tariff
arrangemrnfýt under which we live is one which brings the Custum.................$ 85,158,253.36; amountPercapits. $2.80
incidencef taxation where it ould rest nost hcar- Exrse. r..................12,551,485.20 doi f o 3.36
ily, upon the man w-ho buys luxuries and has expenilve stamps........... .............
tastes and is willing to gratify themr, and least heavily Land Tax............
upon the farmer, the well-to-do middleman and the House Ta....
artisan and upon the laboring class. There is this Property and Income Tai...
other fact, wbich I think is one of considerable importance,
that the peculiar structure of our tariff arrangement makes Total Revenue ........
this alInost a nOcessity, at least it makes it a possibility, Rn
that the raw material which cornes in as the material So there is a tax paidu
for manuLíaturos is utaxod, and while the manufactured per head of the populal
article pays tax, the Ftimulus given leads to the establirh- mriertatke to say, after
ment of new irdustrirs, which in their turn galher about1 iht taking the inciden
them labor and so afford employment to the people, and comparing it with Ca
make in their turn centres for the consumption of the sui- onerous upon the poor
plus products of the country. Sir, to make that argumen t just upon the poorer classe
a little stronger, let me say that if hon. members will look beneficial effect there i
into the customs returns they will find that more than 200 and giving employmen
articles which enter into the manufacture of goods corne in France the tax per
in duty free, and that one-third of the total imports for in favor of Canada of 8
home consumption were, in 1887-88, admitted free of duty per head is 812.79, or
in this country. Sir, the comparison is made as well be 87.13. I think you wi
tween the dcbt of the United States and the debt of Canada taxation, it is always
as it is between the taxation of the United States and the application of the mone
taxation of Canada, and the basis in one repect is almost when we come to l
as unfair as the basis in the other. But, Sir, I bave find that Canada st
lookcd tbrough the figures of the taxation borne vantage ground in this1
by the people of the United States, and I find States of Americaor Gr
that if you take twenty-one years, corresponding the last year We fiLd
to the life of the Dominion of Canada, in the monts:
United States, in Customs and Excise-that is what you
may call tax-they have paid at the rate, taking the aver-
age of their people, of $6.64 per bead during that period. Pensions......
If you take the amount paid by the people of Canada for Oivil expense....
Customs and Excise in the same time, the average for its Redemption of debt ..
population is but 84.94 per head, a difference in favor of Military.. .
ihe Canadian citizen of 81.70 on the amount of Customs and
Excise taxation for the period of twenty.one years ending
lff-88. That is, if Canada, during those twenty-oneyears, Total.
had been as heavily taxed for Customs and Excise as were the
people of the United States,they would have paid,taking our Se that for those expen
average population at 4,000,000 souls,$ [42,800,000 more than war, or for the resulte o
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