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The principal aim of Canadian foreign policy is
to preserve for Canadians the essential independence of
action and expression that will enable Canada to survive,
to grow and to make its own contribution to an interdependent
world.

Interdependence in today's world means, I suggest,
three things:

—interdependence in terms of peace and security;
—interdependence in terms of world prosperity;
—interdependence in terms of the human condition.
I shall deal with these in turn.

Interdependence in terms of peace and security
is not confined to the alliances -- NATO, NORAD, the Warsaw
Pact =-- that the nations of the world deem necessary to their
safety. Ve see today an interdependence between the power
blocs that arises from modern weaponry and the balarce of
deterrence. The United States and the Soviet Union no
longer threaten each other, as they did in the days of
Henry Cabot Lodge and Vishinsky at the United Nations.
They rely on each other to see to it that nuclear war does
not break out. China is on the way to becoming a major
nuclear power. The balar.ce of deterrence to which we
have become accustomed may well be replaced, in time, by
a triangle of forces. I do not expect world problems to
be eased when three nuclear powers rather than two must
find an equilibrium, but they can never be solved while
one of the three stands aside.

This reality certainly underlies President Nixon's
historic visit to Peking. I dont't know if you were as deeply
moved as I was when Richard Nixon seized Chou En-lait's
hand at Peking airport, the same hand that John Foster Dulles
spurned in Geneva in 1954. Did you ever expect to see a
warm greeting from lMao Tse-tung to the American President,
head of state of a country Mao had described as a paper
tiger, leader of a people he had characterized as imperialist
capitalist fascist beasts? President Nixon has warned the
world not to expect too much from this meeting, a warning
repeated by Premier Chou. It is sound advice, but to my
mindlwe have already witnessed a miracle in the meeting
itself.

If I shound euphoric that is not what I intend.
It is the global interdependence in terms o peace ar.d security
that has brought these men together, the sure realization that
a world without some kind of working relationship between the
Urited States and China is far too dangerous to contemplate.
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