
Section IV. Recognition of qualifications giving access to higher education

Article IV.1

Each Party shall recognize the qualifications issued by other Parties meeting the general 
requirements for access to higher education in those Parties for the purpose of access to programmes 
belonging to its higher education system, unless a substantial difference can be shown between the 
general requirements for access in the Party in which the qualification was obtained and in the Party 
in which recognition of the qualification is sought.

Article IV.2

Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable the holder of a qualification issued in one of 
the other Parties to obtain an assessment of that qualification, upon request by the holder, and the 
provisions of Article IV. 1 shall apply mutalis mutandis to such a case.

Article IV.3

Where a qualification gives access only to specific types of institutions or programmes of higher 
education in the Party in which the qualification was obtained, each other Party shall grant holders of 
such qualifications access to similar specific programmes in institutions belonging to its higher 
education system, unless a substantial difference can be demonstrated between the requirements for 
access in the Party in which the qualification was obtained and the Party in which recognition of the 
qualification is sought.

Article IV.4

Where admission to particular higher education programmes is dependent on the fulfilment of 
specific requirements in addition to the general requirements for access, the competent authorities of 
the Party concerned may impose the additional requirements equally on holders of qualifications 
obtained in the other Parties or assess whether applicants with qualifications obtained in other Parties 
fulfil equivalent requirements.
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