
groups have a territorial identity); power sharing arrangements; electoral systems that seek
reflect the plural character of the population; and cultural policies that promote harmonlous
relations'. In ail of these areas, Canada has had successfiul experiences it can share with other
countries.

Peace treaties ofien reflect an attempt to create such arrangements. Power sharing
arrangements, in which ail groups are represented in govemmient, have the advantage of
ensuring stability and of getting the parties that would otherwise be locked in conflict to
understand each other's interests and develop a system of trust ini governing the country. This
system works best when there are only a few groups of roughly comparable size. Such
arrangements often have the aclditional advantage of establishing a consensus on the
management of the instruments of violence as all parties may be represented in the key
institutions that deal with issues of security2. In fact, most agreements include provisions for
some form of general disarmament which eventuaily must be enforced with the cooperation of
ail parties.

No single policy is sufficient to address the problems of peace, social order, political stability
and participation ini ethnically plural societies. At the saine time, no ethnically plural society is
likely to avoid using policies of devolution and power sharing in the long mun, if it is to enjoy
political stability, some level of social peace and an acceptable level of social cohesion. In ail
cases, such policies will have to reflect the historical experiences and the social structures of


