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following areas: Approaches and Challenges
for Muslim Communities; Assessing
September Ilth and the "clash of civilizations"
thesis; The Roots of Anti-Western Sentiment;
The Applicability of Democracy in Muslim
Countries; and Policy Options for Canada.

Key recommendations include:

" Canada could undertake specific initiatives
to address the "root causes" of conflict
such as improving literacy and skills
education in societies undergoing
moderriization transformations;

" As Canada expands its dialogue with
Muslim communities across the world,
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known as the "Muslim World." This
description, it has been argued, represents an
essentialization of Islam that does not reflect
the diversity ini Islam and among Muslim
communities around the world.3 In addition,
both Muslims and non-Muslims have often
incorrectly assigned a 'Muslim' label to a wide
array of cultural, educational and scientific
practices. Therefore, instead of a unified
"'Muslim. World," academics and policy makers
should be thinking of conimunities of
Musis. The "Muslim World" notion is useful
only in a lirnited way, perhaps as an unibrella
concept for understanding the more specific
challenges and opportunities of Muslim
conimunities across the world.4
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