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relating to human rights, and international law. The universal nature of 
these rights and freedoms is beyond question. 

In this framework, enhancement of international cooperation in the field 
of human rights is essential for the full achievement of the purposes of the 
United Nations. 

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of all human 
beings; their protection and promotion is the first responsibility of 
Governments.. 

2. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that 
right they freely determine their political status, and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development. 

Taking into account the particular situation of peoples under colonial or 
other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, the World Conference on 
Human Rights recognizes the right of peoples to take any legitimate action, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to realize their 
inalienable right of self-determination. The World Conference on Human Rights 
considers the denial of the right of self-determination as a violation of 
human rights and underlines the importance of the effective realization of 

- this right. 

In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law 
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation Among States in accordance with 
the Charter of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as authorizing 
or encouraging any action which would dismember or impair, totally or in part, 

- the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent 
States conducting themselves in compliance with the principle of equal rights 
and self-determination of peoples and thus possessed of a Government 
representing the whole people belonging to the territory without distinction 
of any kind. 

3. Effective international measures to guarantee and monitor the 
implementation of human rights standards should be taken in respect of people 
under foreign occupation, and effective legal protection against the violation 
of their human rights should be provided, in accordance with human rights 
norms and international law, particularly the Geneva Convention relative to › 

the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 14 August 1949, and 
other applicable norms of humanitarian law. 

4. The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms 
must be considered as a priority objective of the United Nations in accordance 
with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose of international 
cooperation. In the framework of these purposes and principles, the promotion 
and protection of all human rights is a legitimate concern of the 
international community. The organs and specialized agencies related to human 
rights should therefore further enhance the coordination of their activities 
based on the consistent and objective application of international human 
rights instruments. 


