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incorporated manufacturing establishments, and 
professional practitioners showed an increase 
of about 6% over 1952. • 

The gross national product includes, in ad-
dition to the factor costs which comprise the 
national income, indirect taxesless subsidies 
and depreciatiomallowances and similar  busi-
ness  costs. Indirect taxes less.subsidies in-
creased by approximately 7% Over 1952. All of 
this gain-is attributable to indirect taxes; 
subsidies remained virtually unchanged. The 
largeét advances were recorded run customs im-
port duties, associated with the large in- • 
crease in the level of imports,..and in.excise 
taxes, reflecting mainly higher levels of Con-
sumer expenditures. At the provincial level 
there was a substantial increase in gaàoline 
taxes,-while at the municipal  level a•large 

• gain•occurred in real and Personal property' 
- taxes.. : Depreciation allowances and similar 

• business costs increased by 9% in 1953 to 
,reach a total of $2.,266 million. . 

- ANTI-SUBMARINE. MORTARS: .  Apo the r st ep . in . 
the development of Canadian self-sufficiency 
in the production of weapons and materials for 
the armed forces has been achieved.with the 
delivery to the Royal Canadian.Navy•of•th.e.. 
first anti-submarine mortars . toSe . manufac- ' 
tured in this  country, the Mânister of Nation-
al Defence, Mk. Brooke Claxton, announced on 
February 17. 

Thé  moriara, - known as eSquid"; were pro-
dixed'in - the Vancouver plant ofthe Dominion 
Bridge .  COmpany'and are-the - first Of the order 
to be completed.. 
• Of British design, 'the . Squicris being prô-
duced in- . Canada underqicence froethe British 
Admiralty. Certain alterations have been:made 
to.facilitate.proddétiOnIetbiacountr, 

' The weapons'will bé fitted in frigates and 
Other ships 'being modéknized and cOnverted for 
service as anti-submarine escoris and will - . 
.alsO be used in . traiiiing establishments.on: 
'shore. - 	 . 

The igortars.usuallï are fitted.in  pairs and 
'are linked to . an asdic set'thrOugh 
"rônic ffre .  control aystem:Ihe weapon  is three-. 
'barrelled and can firea patternoflarge.high-: 
explosiye.pkojectiles ahead.cif theahipwith . 

 great acCUraey.' Ihe projeétilescan be set to.. 
«explode'ai,Wpre-deiermineddepth: The Chances 
. of "killing" â:sUÉmarIne with the Squid are 

'much:greater &:111 With 'earlier weapona sucb as. 
the depth  charge or  hedge:Wig. 

The cOstOÈ'the CoAipletè installation in a: . 	. 	- 
'ship is apProïimately $100,000: -.  

The prodiktiOn of SqUid in Canada  ncit.cinly 
'asstires . the:Ra  source of  auPPly in the 
*event of -an'emeigeneSr iiut'àrso Opens up the 
'Posaibility-eCana beineahle , to furnish. 
other NKR) coUntriii.With . the'Weapon should 
the  nebeasity'arïàé,SeClaxtbnaaid. .  

RECORD .  SALES IN 1953:  Sales of Canada 'a re-
tail merchants topped all previous annual rec-
ords in 1953, aggregating $12,092,174,000, ac-
cording. to preliminary.eatimates by the Domin-
ion Bureau of Statistics. This was 4.5% above 
1952's $11,575,478,000. The 1953 zain was 
smaller than.in  1952 when an increase of'8:6% 
was Shown as compared.with 1951. 

• There were increased sales in all months of 
1953 over 1952 except in November when a small 
decrease of 0.5% occurred. Gains in monthly 
sales during the year ranged front a 'high of 
12.3% in January to a low of 1.2% in December. 

Both-independent and chain establishments 
increased their dollar sales in 1953 as.colà-
pared with 1952. Sales of independent retail 
outlets climbed 3,97  to $10;029,493,000 from 
$9,647,728,000 in 1952; and'chainstOre sales 
rose 6,9% to $2,062,681,000-from  $1,929,750-
000.  . 

A11 provinces Shared in the increased sales 
in 1953 as câmpared with  1952, 

 leading in rate of gain with a rise of 7.2%, 
followed by Ontario with an advance of 5.2%. 
Quebec and Manitoba 4.6% each, Alberta 3%, 
British Columbia 2.5%, and the Atlantic Prov-
inces 2.4%. 

There were sales gains in 1953 for all 
trades except general.stores, men's clothing 
Stores,  restaurants, and.fuel dealers. 

' 	Motor vehicle dealers' sales again led all 
others in dollar size  in  1953, with.grocery 
and combination .stores a close second. Motor 
vehicledealerd' •  saIés aggregated. $2,274,584- 

.000'($2,119,195,000 in 1952); grocery ancicon-
bination stores, $2,126,536,- 000 - '($2,039,454.- 
0160);.department stores; $1,028,621,000 ($996:- 
028000);  -garages and filling  stations, 
413,000 ($903,711,000 )q . genera1 stores, $532,- 
642,000-  ($.546,342:000) restaurants $446-
624,000 ($457,073,000)-; and lumber and  build-
ing materials,.$422,804,000 (-4380,073 .,-000). 
• . . 	- * * 	* 	. 

• 
FOR KORÉAN ORPNANSi  Nickels and,dimea cdn-
tributed bya grotip Of Canadian Sunday School 
Children recently'brought à wealth of gladness 
fo-the hearts Of 191<kerean war orphans. 

senior' Protestant chaplain  of the 25th 
Canadian Infantry•Brigade,-Major John M..And-
erààn,' MC and Bar, 'received a twenty dollar 
moneY order from the Cardston, Alberta, United 
'ChkirCh Sunday . School. "The money," wrote Mks. 
W.L.•Bealea,' "was collected through a white 
gift:serVice held-bj; the children at Chriétmas 

-time," and the padre. was requested to "use it 
as hé saiv , fitr. • - 
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-, .An-all-time peak of 461.,887 newmotor vehi-
cles were- sold last. year i 15% more than in 

• 1952, ' 7:5% -  more . than in 1950,- -the previàus 
high year; and more than four times as many 
as in 1939. - 	- 	.... 	• 	.•.. 	. 
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