sustainable buman development. The General Conference also underlined the img
UNESCO's intellectual role, which 1s the: deﬁmng feature of our Orgamization and consiitutes its
principie-asset in the sphere of mtemanonal co-operation.

8. The General Conference thereby reaffirmed. the continuing refevance of the provisions of the
Preamble and. Article 1 of ‘the Constitutian, which underline the decisive role of knowledge in -
attaining the 'objectives of internztional peace and of the common welfare of mankind'. The most
effective means of combating ‘ignorance. of each other's ways and lives' and the 'denial of the
democratic principles of the d:gmty, equality and mutual respcct for men' is.by promwoting the ‘free
flow of ideas by word and 1maga and by helping. to 'maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge"
UNESCO's fundamental mission_of promoting access to, and thé transfér and sharing of, knowledge
having been thus reaffimmed, the task is now to specify the most effective means of achieving these
objectwes in the light of the challenges that we will face in the sarly twenty-first century.

9.  Thesg challenges will require radical changes in the policies pursued by governrnents both
nationally and internationally, UNESCO must therefore become a privileged partner of States as wéll
as of the intellectual and professional communities in each of its fields of competence. Tt must be in a
position to be present whenever decision-makers meet to cohsider matters withiti these fields, so as
to offer guidance, advice and assessment. This calls for strengthening activities aimed at:

(i  anticipating aad preparing mnm'amry strategies; as 15, for example, the purpose of such forums
as the International Commission on Education for the Twenty-First Century, the World
 Commission oa Culture and Development and the Internstional Bio-ethics Commitiee;
(i) gathenng and circuleting for the attention of decision-miakers reliable iriformation on the
" present situation and probable trends in our fields of cnmpetence in this context, theworld
reports” published by UNESCO are already authoritative;* \
(iif} encouraging political leaders at the highest level to'make firm commitments, This was the
" purpose of the Jomtien World Conference on Education for All and of the Education for All
New Delhi Summit:6f Nine High- Popu]aimn Developing Countries, This is dlso the aim of the
contribution made by UNESCO to the major intergovernmental conferences recently organized
by the United Nations.

10.  In recent years, UNESCO has devoted a great deal of f:ﬁ"ﬂrt to al] these tasks; the initiatives
tzken have helped to enhance its internaticnal prestige and ‘establish its credibility both with aational
decision-makers and wiih the heads of the varicus institutions of the Unjted Natipns system.

11, But the time would new seem right - while contining to strengthen our co-operation with
Member States - tg turn our attention more.io those who are the main subjects, both as actars znd
beneficiaries, of the United Naticns Charter and the WNESCO Ceonstitution - the pecples of the
world; in other words, ibe essential fabric of society and its main strands - parimmenmnans town
councils, grass-root - communities, non-governmental organizations, associations, trade ueions,
enterprises and the media, giving perticular impotance (o eff'orts in favgir of young pecole,

12. At a'time when finctions and rotes that had previousty been performed by thé State are being
taken over almost everywhere by new actors, ia societies where attitudes are shaped less and Jess by
traditional institutions and when zt the same time national policics - often dictated by shert-term
considératigns - can be permanently influenced by mass movements of popular opinion, siould net
IINESCO, more than in the past, be attempiing to bring ebout a sort of "general mobilization' i
promote the necessary changes ef dircciion? Should it not be endezvauring 1o put over its messages

- warld Educntian Repon (1991, 1992; WWorld Scicnee Report {1993y Wehd’ Commainieslion Repan [I*}"'ﬂ‘;
We should perhaps-cyplore oiher meuns of circndnting reguldr nifarmasion on the ” ihH ¢ 8l e planes' iaareas
witad 1o our commaon sunvival {posulstion. petluicn, Tic. ).



