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eus-tainable human development., The General Conference alsô underlined the irnrari,e of 
uNEscas intellectual role, vehieh is the:defining feature of our Organization  and coriSfitutes as 
principieasset in the sphere of international co-operation. 

$, 	The General Conference -thereby reaffirmed the continuing releVance of the provisions  of the 
Preamble a.nd Article I of  the  Constitution, -v,F;hich underline the decisive role of knowle*e in 
attaining the 'objectives of international peaCe and of the common welfare of mankind'. The most 
effective means of combating 'ignorance of each Other's ways  and  and the 'denial of the 
democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect for men' is by pomzéting the 'free 
flow of ideas by word and image' and by helping to 'maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge'. 
UNESCO's fundamental missiOn.of , promoting acceSs tck and the  transfér and sharing 4g, knowledee 
:having:inert thus reaffirmed, the task is now to specify the most effective Means of achip -ing.these 
objectives in the liht of the challenges that we will  face in the eady twenty-first century. 

9: 	These challenges will require radical changes in the policies pursued by egvernMents bôth 
nationally and:internationally. UNESCO must therefore beccFme a privileged partner of States as wéll 
as of the intellectual a.nd professional cornmunities in each of its fields of çompetence, It must be in a 
position to be present whenever decision-ma.kers meet to ceprisider mettes within these fields, so as 
to offer guidance, adviee.and assessment. This calls for strenchening activities aimed at 

(i) anticipating and preparing tnnovatcéry strategies; as  is  for example; the puti:lose  of spch forums 
as the International  Commission  on Education for the Twenty-First Century, the World 
Commission on Culture and Development and the International Bio-ethics Committee; 

(ii) gathering and circulating for the attention of decisiOn-rriakers reliable information on the 
present situation and probable trends in our  fields  of cOmpetence; in this cc,.ntex-t, the ,worId 
reports'published by UNESCO arealready authoritative;" 

(ii')  encouraging political leaders at  the highest level to make firm commitments, This was the 
purpose of the Iorritien World Conference on Education for A.11 and of the Education for All 
New Delhi Summit:Of Nine I--Egh-Population Developing Countries, This is also the aim of the 
contribution made by 1.31.TESCO to the major intergovernmental conferences recently ornnized 
by the United Nations. 

- 
PD. In reCent years, UNESCO has devoted a_great deal of effort to all these tasks; the initiatives 
taken have helped to tnhance  ils international prestige ' and establish its credibility both with national 
decisionLmakers and with the heads of the various institutions of the United NatiOns'syStem. 

11, But the time wotilcl now seem right - while continuing to strengthen our co-operation with 
lvfernber States - to turn our attention more to those who are the main subjects, both as actors and 
beneficiaries, of the United Nations  Charter  and the UNESCO  Constitution  the  PeQ.Ples  of  the 
world; in other words, the essential fabrie of society and its main strands - parliamentarians, town 
councils, grass-root communities, non-toVernmental organizations, associations, trade unions, 
enterprises and the media, giina pc-,rticular iMpOrtance to  effort in favoUr ofyoung people. 

12, At a time when functions  and rotes, that had previous[y been performed by the State:are being 
taken over almost eVerywhere by new actors, in  Societies 1vhere attitudes are shaped less and less by 
traditional institutions and when at the szrne time national policies - often dictated by short-term 
tonsideratiOns - can be perrnanentiv influenced by mass movements of poRular opinion, siourd not 
USESCO, more than in the past, be arternpting,to bring'about a sort of 'general mobilization' o 
prorno/e the necessary changes of direc ion'? ShoUld it nOL,be endeavou rfrig to pu/ over  its  messages  ' 
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