The state’s economic development plan stresses the development of aquaculture,
forestry and fishing, as well as manufacturing, There is also an electrification

.- program underway. Nayarit has an area of 27,000 square kilometres with a
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population of almost 900,000. The capital city is Tepic.

CoLIMA
" Colima is a very small state of about 5,000 square kilometres and a population of
almost 490,000 located on the Pacific Coast about 125 kilometres southwest of
Guadalajara. It is linked to that city by a modern highway and by rail to the rest of
Mexico. The state is mountainous and is known for its beautiful beaches. It is an
important producer of limes, peanuts, coffee and palm oil including the industries
that process those products. The ocean port of Manzanillo provides the region’s
principal access to the Pacific Rim. This was one of the first ports to be privatized,
and concessions for a container terminal and a multiple-use terminal were
awarded in March 1995. The capital city is also named Colima.
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AGUASCALIENTES

Aguascalientes is one of Mexico’s smallest states, with less than 6,000 square
kilometres of land area and a population of more than 862,000. It is at the
geographical centre of Mexico, bordered by the state of Jalisco on its southwest
side. The state benefits from excellent road and rail infrastructure and a
diversified economy. About one third of the land area is used for agricultural
purposes, most notably for growing grapes. Textiles and food processing are the
traditional industries, but the electronics and automotive sectors are growing
_rapidly. The state capital i5 Aguascalientes.

SINALOA

Sinaloa is on the Pacific Coast, to the north of Nayarit with a population of about
2.4 million. The state benefits from excellent road and rail connections to the

" United States, as well as international airports and sea ports. Agriculture is the
principal industry, but the state is also Mexico’s top fisheries producer, and fish
processing is also a major industry. The state has valuable forest resources and a
number of paper plants. The capital city is Culiacin.
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