
REGIONAL STATISTICS 
Reliable,data describing Mexico 's regional 
industrial structure are difficult to obtain. Most of 
the natiOn's industrial >  production data are in the 
form of indexes baied on the 1988 industrial 
censua. Similarly', demographic profiles .are 
extraPolations based on the 1990 population 
census. 

The most reliable indicators of Mclustrial activity 
arc eMploymént staiiitics pUblished  b) the  ; 
Ins;ituto Mexico' WI del:kite.° Social (IMSS), Mexican 

, Institute  for .Social Security. This govetnment 
agency iS,reapotisible  for social welfare Programs 
coVeriniPtiratC-sector warkéri.iptiblic;aeétor 
employees arc covered:separaCely by:the Ins' tituto 

SeÉiridad y Servicios Sacialei di las Trabajadores 
del Eitado (ISSSTE), Inatitute of Scicial'Secinity 
and Services for Public EMPloyees. 

The /MS.i',Collects mandatory premiuma for a 
wide; ranety of employee benefits;: ranging from 
pensions and health benefits to:ComPenSation for 
industrial aCcidenti.',There is; theieforé;'a fairly 

J.  good databise: of Premiums 'that' ineltides 
ernployirient leVels and salaries.hY industry, and 

j 
 

location. This database suffers frorrtthe fact:that it 
coyers onlY.the "fortnal'rseCtôt." Thesei„are 
comPanies that areY:régistered witIC:the 
governnient and comply with the mandatory 
reporting requiremenns.' : : 

The official statistics exclude the nation% Èrge 
"informal sector," which consista of  self-emplciyed 
individnaleand small; fandlY-based cOmpaniea. In 
some  industries; sitch as construction, infotrnal 

'ernPloyrrient is estimated m account fer half of the 
; Workforee. ,  One stinliestirnated Jalisco's infornial 

sectin at 26  percent of the ,economically active 
poPtilatiern'Anotherproblenijwith the data is that 

i.people  Who Work 15 hriiirs or more per Week' are  
classified as "employed." 

Nationally, the informal sector is propordonately 
; larger. In May 1996; there were only 8.7 million i <  

registered Private-sector workers in a country of ; 
F 'almoù-100 million. According to Oiganization for 3 

Econémie Co—operation and Development ; 
(OECD) statistics, in -1992 MexiCo's emPloyed 
civilian labour'force"was 26 percent of the g 
population compared With 43 percent in Canada. 
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OPPORTUNMES IN MEXICO: 
THE GUADALAJARA REGION 
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The state's economic development plan stresses the development of aquaculture, 
forestry and fishing, as well as manufacturing. There is also an electrification 
program underway. Nayarit has an area of 27,000 square kilometres with a 
population of almost 900,000. The capital city is Tepic. 

COLIMA 

Colima is a very small state of about 5,000 square kilometres and a population of 
almost 490,000 located on the Pacific Coast about 125 kilometres southwest of 
Guadalajara. It is linked to that city by a modern highway and by rail to the rest of 
Mexico. The state is mountainous and is known for its beautiful beaches. It is an 
important producer of limes, peanuts, co ffee and palm oil including the industries 
that process those products. The ocean port of Manzanillo provides the region's - 
principal access to the Pacific Rim. This was one of the first ports to be privatized, 
and concessions for a container terminal and a multiple-use terminal were 
awarded in March 1995. The capital city is also named Colima. 

AGUASCALIENTES* 

Aguascalientes is one of Mexico's smallest states, with less than 6,000 square 
kilometres of land area and a population of more than 862,000. It is at the 
geographical centre of Mexico, bordered by the state of Jalisco on its southwest 
side. The state benefits from excellent road and rail infrastructure and a 
diversified economy. About one third of the land area is used for agricultural 
purposes, most notably for growing grapes. Textiles and food processing are the 
tmditional industries, but the electronics and automotive sectors are growing 
rapidly. The state capitài is Aguascalientes. 

SINALOA 

Sinaloa is on the Pacific Coast, to the north of Nayarit with a population of about 
2.4 million. The state benefits from excellent road and rail connections to the 
United States, as well as international airports and sea ports. Agriculture is the 
principal industry, but the state is also Mexico's top fisheries producer, and fish 
processing is also a major industry. The state has valuable forest resources and a 
number of paper plants. The capital city is  Culiacán.  


