Part Two - Recent Developmants Peter Thacher far WFUNA-1991

attention should be given to the following issues (which were not listed in

order of priority):

. combating clismate change;

. ocmbating the depletion of the ozone layer;

. sanagement of shagred f{reshvater rescurces;

. coatzolling pollutias in reqional ssas and proper managesent of tharr coastal
azeas; ’

. nalting deserzificatica and defarestation:

. coaserving biological diversity within a Broad eoCio-econcmlic CONtext;

. B18LAL210G halardous wastes, thrfough the development of low= and non-waste zechnoi-

oqiee and the environaentally scund managesent of hazardous wastas and potantially
toxX1C chemicals.

Pive particular tasks cited by the Council provide a useful quide for

review in subsequent chapters:

l. 70 PROMOTT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND RECOMMEND POLICIZS TO THIS END;

1. TO PROVIDE GINERAL POLICY GUIDANCE YOR THE DIREZCTION AND COCROINATION OF EZNVIRCH-
KENTAL PROCRAMS WITHIN THMZ N SYSTIN;

1. TO REZVIIW THE CLOBAL SITUATION AND IDENTIPY SIGNIPICANT EIMERCING INVIRGNMENTAL
PROALZNS POR CONSIDERATION 3Y GOVERNMENTS;

4. 70 PROMOTZ CONTRIBUTION OF SCIINTI?IC AND OTHER ?ROPESSION COMMUNITIES TC ACQUISI-
TION, ASSESSMENT AND EZXCHAMGE OF KMOWLIDCE AND INPORMATION:

5. 70 CONTINUR AZVIZWING IMPACTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIZS O DEVEILOPING COUNTRIES,

INCLUDING ADOITIONAL COSTS INCURRID BY THEM I CARRYING OUT ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS
AMD PROJEZCTS. S

UNEP?‘'s current Program Budget £or 1990-1991 (approved at the 1Sth
session of UNEP'’s Governing Csuncil in May 1989) gives more detailed informa-
=ien on UNEP’s activities in relation to six "major environzmental problems-
tha Council has decided to focus on to "assess their causes and to perfect
means to deal with them.” (Current information on these problems is available
to the Preparatory Committae in reports prepared with the help of UNE? and
other cooperating organizations):

“(a) Climate change and atmoepheric pallutions . . .

*(d) Pollution andt shorzage of freel water IEeQUICES: ...
“(e) Deterioration of coaetal arsas and ocsans: . . .
*(d} Land deqradaticn, iacluding desegzifications

*(e) Biological iapoverishment: . . .

*(£) Hazardous wastas and toxXi1c chemicals:., . . . o4

Particularly pertinent for UNCED consideration of institutional aspects

are the functions specified by UNEP’'s Governing Council for the current 1990

1991 program:
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