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2. At intervals of not less than five years thereafter, a majority of the States
Parties to this Convention may obtain, by submitting a proposal to this effect to
the Depositary, the convening of a conference with the same objectives.

3. If no conference has been convened pursuant to paragraph 2 of this article
within ten years following the conclusion of a previous conference, the Depositary
shall solicit the views of all States Parties to this Convention, concerning the conven-
ing of such a conference. If one-third or ten of the States Parties, whichever number
is less, respond affirmatively, the Depositary shall take immediate steps to convene
the conference.

ARTICLE IX

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which
does not sign the Convention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph
3 of this article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of
ratification by twenty Governments in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article.

4. For those States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited
after the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the date
of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of
the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or
accession and the date of the entry into force of this Convention and of any amend-
ments thereto, as well as of the receipt of other notices.

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary in accordance with
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE X

This Convention, of which the English, Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall send duly certified copies thereof to the Governments
of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signature at Geneva
on the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and seventy-seven.



