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THE SEVEN Venice sum-
mit pations called for
increased lnternmoﬁ:l
co-operation gfh 3
;uurday and comed &
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World Health Organisation.
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Aids was eduubon about both
fts seriouspess and practical
steps 10 avoid it, the seven said.
They made ano specific
westion of Aids testing, but
cautioned that any measures
against the dnmse must be “in
accordance with the prisciples
of human rights."
This catch-all phrase was
included in the text to cover the
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- Concerted campaigns

Recognising Aids a3 “ose of
the biggest potential healtb
problems in the world,” the
summit nations declared:

“National efforts need to be
intengified and made more
eflective by internaioaal

co-operation and concerted
campaigns to prevent Aids from
spreading

An astute undertundin: of

litics of Aids was shown

b.y the sevep—Britain. France,
West  Germany, ltaly, Japan
Canada and the Upited States.

Co-operation  would not be
improved by duplication of
effort, they said. meaning there
should be an end to competition
among scientists to win the race
for a cure by not disclosing key
discoveries to their rivals.

The leaders hailed the recent
agreement between French and
American Aids researchers to
sctile hcir patent dispute in
favour of sharing their work.

Priority would peed to be
givea to xtrenghenin § existing
or; mzutions y giving them

i political su 'wfﬁm and by pro-
vidiag them the pecessary
money and stafl, said the Ven-
ice communique.

Tbe World Health Organisa-
tion was best forum for

drawing together interpational

efforts to comsbat Aids.

All nations were encouraged
to co-operate fully with WHO a
reprimand to dlack African
nations uhich have resisted

admitting they peed cutside
breaks of

belp despite Ads out
Gemic proportions.
Altbough 51,000 cases have
becn reported by 112 mations,
0 says the reality js more

than twice that pumber with
prhaps us uagy a3 10 million
carviers of the sexuslly costa-
gious virus woridwide.
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