
Commonwealth Day marked

Canada marked Commonwealth Day,
March 9, with a number of events both
officiai and non-governmental.

It was the fifth consecutive year
in which Canada celebrated Common-
wealth Day. Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
proposed observance of a Commonwealth
Day at the 1975 Heads of Government
Meeting held in Kingston, Jamaica and it
was accepted by fellow-Heads of Gov-
eriment.

Commonwealth Day is not a statutory
holiday. Its observance is intended to
emphasize to Canadians the importance
of the Commonwealth and the value
wbich Canada attaches to this association
of 44 countries of ail sizes, races and cul-
tures.

Canadian schools, public libraries,
numerous organizations and branches of
the Royal Commonwealth Society were
provided with Commonwealth Day posters
and informationai materials to assist i
the events planned for the occasion.

A varied program of events was plan-
ned to mark Commonwealth Day in Can-
ada, including public înterfaith services
held in Ottawa, Halifax, Vancouver, Vic-
toria and Toronto under the auspices of
the Royal Commonwealth Society.

Backyard gas wells

Some resîdents of southern Ontario can
sit back and smnile at rising homeheating
costs resulting from increased prices of
oil and gas.

Robert and Donna Sneddon of South
Cayuga, 40 kilometres south of Hamilton
are one such couple.

Since they bought their faim eight
years ago, the Sneddons have had a free
supply of natural gas froni a natural gas
well i their b ackyard .

Sneddon, 45, a fariner and steelworker
and one of several rural homeowners in
the area with gas wells, said maintenance
is simple - walking across a field to his
gas well once every two weeks and turu-
ing a valve to blow out any water in the
well lime.

"It takes about 20 minutes at the
most," he said.

The Haldimand-Norfolk Region on
Lake Erie may not be Alberta, but it is
the oldest gas field in Ontario.

Exploration and drilling of new coin-

merciai wells goes on, mainly offshore in
Lake Erie during the summier, but the
region's farmland is dotted with numerous
low-production gas wells, some of which
have been operating for 60 or 70 years.

In many cases, drilling began in the
early part of the century when srnall.
groups of landowners banded together to
put in a few wells.

yard gas well.

Then oil and gas comnpanies began put-
ting wells into production, later selling
them to landowners when commercial
production was no longer profitable be-
cause of low volume.

Heats homes
For the homeowners, however, the wells
produce enough to heat homes, operate
cooking stoves and warm. backyard swimi-
mning pools. Some tobacco farmers use
thein to dry their crops or heat green-
houses i the spring.

Real estate agent Bob Mann said the
backyard gas wells are a selling point for
homes although only about 10 to 15 per
cent of the rural homes put up for sale
have thein.

Bruce Caughell, a 52-year-old fariner,
said the wells that supply bis home were
driled in 1944 and 1951. And he has
heard that some wells which are still pro-
ducing date back as far as 1908.

Progressive Conservative conveni

More than 2,000 delegates attended
Progressive Conservative Party's nati
convention held recently in Ottawa.

A number of Conservative provi
premiers were among the delegates.
meeting was convened primarily to
a new national party president an,
vote on the question of a leadership
vention.

Delegates vote on leadership
At each national convention the
gressive Conservatîve Party custoni
cails for a vote by the delegates
whether they wish their leader to
tinue or to hold a leadership conven
During this convention, delegates )
34 per cent in favour of a leadership
vention while the remainder vote
retain Joe Clark as their nationali
leader.

Mr. Clark was elected leader o:
Progressive Conservative Party in
at the age of 37, succeeding R
Stanfield. The delegates also el
Montreal lawyer Peter Blailcie a-'
party's national president.

Convention next year
In his acceptance speech to the de1e
Mr. Blaikie promised a party conve
before the end of next year and sa
would be consulting party me,
across the country on their attitud
gardîng the party leadership.

The convention delegates also <I
sed a number of social and energy
tions. The party did not adopt a
direction ini policy but endorsed
tions defended i Parliamnent by the

caucus"

Boucher strikes gold

Speed skater Gaetan Boucher of Ste
Quebec recently won a gold medal
world speed skating championshiPi
ini Grenoble, France.

Boucher set a track record i
1,000 nietres with a winnîng th
1:16.00. The previous mark of l'ý
was held by Sergei Khlebnikov(
Soviet Union. The Canadian skater
silver medalist in the i ,000-metre
at the Winter Olympica last year ir
Placid, New York.
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