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pendent Canada, but in the joint greatness of a commomn
destiny.

Nor does our future lie in Union with those that dwell to
the Southward. The day of annexation to the United States
is passed. Our future lies elsewhere. Be it said without
concealment and without bitterness. They have chosen
their lot; we have chosen ours. Let us go our separate
ways in peace. Let them still keep their perennial Inde-
pendence Day, with its fulminating fireworks and its Yankee
Doodle. We keep our Magna Charta and our rough and
ready Rule Britannia, shouting as lustily as they! The
propaganda of Annexation is dead. Citizens we want, in-
deed, but not the prophets of an alien gospel. To you who
come across our western border we can offer a land fatter
than your Kansas, a government better than Montana, a
climate kinder than your Dakota. Take it, Good Sir, if you
will: but if, in taking it, you still raise your little croak of
annexation, then up with you by the belt and out with you,
breeches first, through the air, to the land of your origin!
This in all friendliness.

Not Independence then, not annexation, not stagnation :
nor yet that doctrine of a little Canada that some conceive,—
half in, half out of the Empire, with a mimic navy of its own;
a pretty navy this,—poor two-penny collection, frollicking
on its little way strictly within the Gulf of St. Lawrence, a
gort of silly adjunct to the navy of the Empire, semi-detached,
the better to be smashed at will. As well a Navy of the Pro-
vince, or the Parish, home-made for use at home, docked
every Saturday in Lake Nipigon!

Yet this you say, you of the Provincial Rights, you Little
Canada Man, is all we can afford! We that have raised our
public charge from forty up to eighty millions odd within the
ten years past, and scarce have felt the added strain of it.
Nay, on the question of the cost, good gentlemen of the
council, spare it not. Measure not the price. It is not a
commercial benefit we buy. We are buying back our honour
as Imperial Citizens. For, look you, this protection of our



