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>uld see littie figures flitting about ini the blackness and seon
ixld distinguishi the shapes and forrns of some of thei. Still

ý)weVer, paiving lîttle attention to their anties 1 was surpriseâ
hen eue approached me and thus spoke. "I amrn e of the
reain spirits, I see that thon wouldst be a dreamer and arn
mie te serve thee." It did flot seeni te he for me te express
iy thlanks for, and much less, any protest against this off er, se
was passive and simply waited in an uninterested %vay for wh lat
'ould happen. Again inky blackness palled my view, the air
lemied to get thick and heavy as one finds it when in a descend-
Lg cage, he is nearing the bottomn of a deep shaft reacbiing
cjwn te the vaults where lie the treasures which are te warmi
ie houses and drive the engines of mien above. nhe idea of a
)aI-inine shaft was further brought home te me( as 1 seemied te
e gradually going down, getting lower and lower, drawNn by
)me tnseen force. And now again niy siglit picrccd the dark--
ess. I could see a wall of seme kind ou either side of mie and
nuld tell how fast 1 was descending by watching the jagged

)cks which jutted eut from a very smooth surface, where
iultituldes of littie streams were tracing eut a net-work on
îe red stone. In front and behind, however, I could see
otizîig; there %vas no foreground or background te the view,
uit blackness. I was going dowiî slowly at first but soen the
rseent seeuied te beconie more rapid. And new I ceuld
istingtiishi strange, fantastical shapes floatiuig about. 1 s-aw
orrible, derisive faces, ugly bony linibs, and anoni a fiendish
mugh weuld ring out and seeni te fail in descending echees dewn
id down until it lest itself in the depth. A terrible fear camne
ter me aud I could only shudder as a hobgoblini face wvas thrulst
Lose te mie and a skeleton-like baud stretched out te shove nie
Kainst the wet stone wall of this terrible abyss. Ofteu eue of
les demons would percli upon my sheulders fri abeve iii a
.mouching postuire and then, like an immense catapit, would

igme fathomns and fathoms at such a tremendeus rate that
ie heavy air cushioned the fali until I was makiug approxi-
piately the saine speed as befere, enly faster after eachi fresh

ueus. Faster always then, farther and farther dewn 1 went
evrstopping, withi, it seemed, every sensation clesed tip and


