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E{ditorial GZlomments.
“ UNIVERSITY EXTENSION.”

yAHIS is the name given to a scheme which pro-
poses to impart something of what is known as
higher education to people who have not been
able to attend a university. Any plan which
would really arouse and improve the thinking
capacity of this large class must be hailed with
delight by every Canadian. All are agreed as
to the value of higher education and of the wisdom of spread-
Ing it as widely as possible. Work purporting to accomplish
this hag been done in England. This fact seems to be a
Teason for calling the movement among us by the English
Dame. It would seem unwise in us, however, to slavishly
folloy, their methods of work and organization. The
Name has, indeed, been adopted in the United States,

Ut there is as yet no experience in that country worth

. COIISulting as to the permanent value of the plan. Any

Work in the United States under this name is still confined
th the neighborhood of Philadelphia, and has only a year’s
t;Story_ Of course work more or less closely correspopding
What is proposed by the University Extension movement
33 been done in both Canada and the United States under
ther names, An association has now been formed In
iz?r?ada,’ un(?er this English name, er the purpose of organ-
8, directing and controlling this work throughout the
OMminjon,
Vic'we’ especially in Ont:.irio, have formed thfa v.veak and
eve10u_s habit of hurrying into our country fm 1.m1t.at10n of
nat?y hew bit of legislation and ‘every new institution that
neclonal calamity, mistake or circumstance has rendered
€Ssary in England or the United States. We should
aOre fully consider our own ‘circumstances before we so
Ogerly adopt mere tentative movements, Perhaps in
Widztrhe-r phase of the life of the two coQtl.tr1es 1S‘there a
Exigg idlvergence than betwegn the cogd1t10n§ which now
itg or 0 Canada an.d those which have given this movement
‘eparesent shape' in England. %\.n almost impassable gulf
of , at(?S the ordinary English citizen from the advantages
ar University training. In England university students
.'awn almost entirely from the wealthier classes. The
frq ttious young man without money is practically debarred
Ol € university, \_av.hatever his ability may be. Not
i Saj the. opportunities for Sl'lch a young man to earn
uni"ersif within a reasonable time enough to de.fray h¥s
Uk ¥ expenses very few, but the expense itself is
8reater in England than in Canada.
an-"thif}re’ 1t is extremely difficult to give the university
the un'g Of.a national character. The rich do not wish
realizi;v“rSIt.y to be made common, while the poor, not
enjgy ) § their own interests, are willing to “let those who
¢ advantages pay for them.” Indeed, in the whole

matter of education the English are individualistic. Even
the public school has not yet tully established itself in the
minds of the people. The private school where each pays
his own tuition appears more just to the mind of the aver-
age Englishman, and it does seem to give more oppor-
tunity for a parent to choose the company into which his
child shall be thrown. The majority of those who obtain
a university education look upon it as one of the accom-
plishments of a gentleman rather than as an asset ensuring
greater efficiency, and therefore greater income, in profes-
sional life. The ordinary English graduate has not “in-
vested " in a university training with a view to securing an
income from teaching or from other professional pursuits,
His education is a luxury for himself and his social class,
unless perchance he enter the political arena.

From these various circumstances it comes about
that, first, only a very small part of the training obtained
in universities reacts to any considerable extent upon
the mass of the English people. The majority of the
graduates do not go forth to employ their talents and
training in the education of the people in any direct
way ; second, there is a large number of people prac-
tically debarred from the universities who are desirous of
obtaining higher education, and who have the mental
endowments requisite for obtaining it; third, there is a
large number of university teachers and graduates avail-
able for carrying on courses of lectures outside the univer-
sity. Further, English universities are wealthy. They
have a sufficient number of teachers, are fully equipped
with libraries, apparatus and endowments to enable com-
petent men to pursue original research and thereby keep
English thought abreast of the age. With plenty of
teachers and endowed Fellows there is always a certain
number who have inclination and leisure to do some Uni-
versity Extension work.

Nor must it be forgotten that the government funds
now supporting the University Extension scheme in Eng-
land have been obtained by mere accident. Mr. Goschen
set apart in the estimates a large sum of money to com-
pensate liquor dealers for losses from withdrawal of licenses.
The temperance people objected so strongly to this pro-
posal that as a result the money was handed over to the
county councils for the purpose of supporting technical
education, and through the political influence of the advo-
cates of University Extension the money has been obtained
by them.

Now turning to our circumstances in Canada. In
every important particular they are different. We have
no rich universities. Qur libraries are too small; our
teachers too few ; our endowments as yet afford no encour-
agement or assistance in doing original work. Our best
men are yearly obliged to go elsewhere for more advanced
training. Indeed, as yet our lack of means has prevented
us attempting ideal university work. While our centre of



