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-and felu when lie was no longer sus-
taineci by its voice. Such is the power
of opinion.

We repeat, therefore, it would be
difficuit ta exaggerate the importance
of this subject-the founidation of
op)inionl. Wrong opinions mulst ne-
cessarily leaci ta wrong actions, mutst,
in fact, iniake ail our life wvrong ; and
Ibis evcn whcn wC are acting cou-
scjeitisly. NaNv, wve may even say
that ofteiitiis the more conscientiolnS
men are, the more mischievous they

iav lbc. Fexv will be found ta ques-
tion the religions sîncerity of Philip
1Il. of Spain or Qucen Mary Tudor of
England, yet the evils which they in-
flicted on church and state in Spain
and England are incalculable. It is
one thing ta do that we think is right;
an(l quite another to do what is right.

ii. Passing on, to the consideration

of tue principleS to be observcd in the

formation of opinion, we should say

that here, as in the acquisition of
k-nowlcdge, the twa great qutalifica-

tions mnust always bc huii'lity and de-

votion. By humiiity we niean the

sense of our own fallibility, the knaw-

lc(lgc of the great difficulty of arriv-
ing at truth and the fear of falling in-

to error. By devotion we mean the

steadfast resolve to spare no pains in
aur endeavor ta discover what is true
and right and good, ta yield to no
temptation of sloth that would hinder
us iii our search after truth, ta take as
much pains in the pursuit of it as
though we were striving after srne-
thing on which our happiness and eveil
aur own life depended. We must buy
the truth. We mUst go after it as he
who sought for the gooduy pearl, and

parted with ail that he had in order

that he might bc able to buy it. Does
such a requirement seemn to make toa
large a dernand ulpon or(linary nmen
and women? Well, at least we may
say that on na other terns can opin-
ions be formed that shall be of any
permanent value. The labour cx-
pended on the search iS the exact
ineasure of the valuie of the resiît. AX
mani's op)inions are \vorth ta hiîn ex-
actlv what thcy have cost hînii. if we
take them iup \Vithotit criticism or ne-
flectiun, even if thev should happen ta
bc mostly truc, they will be of coi-n-

paratively little value. On the ather
hand, if we go astray after the mast
earnest an(l laborious efforts-a thing
xvhich may bappen ta us-aur opin-

ions, acquired in this manner, will yet
have an immense practîcal value for us
because tbey wvill l)e real; and, even
wben partially mistaken, they wvill hllî
ta lead uls ont Of Our imperfectionis
an(l errors imita fuller truth.

VVe shouild imdeed bear in niindl in
this cannectian, that (ifferent kinds of
opinioni make dlifferenlt denîands uipon
aur mental energies. Ehuis it is cani
parativelv eas-a wc ighit almnost
anticpate-ta forin judgments in re-
gard ta tbe camanll(est actions of aur
life. Our evcry dlay duties are ordin-
arily Plain enaugh. "The wayfaring
manl, tholi a fool"' need not err iii
these. The great moral and religions
distinctions by whicb men's actions
are deternC( arc, for the most part>
plain enaugli. if *we go beyond these,

if we will jll(ge and act (as we somne-
tîmes have ta do) in mattens of diffi-

cuîtY, we must be ready ta underga
greater labour. As a gemerai rule,
the matters which are least imperative
as duties are those upon which we


