
71 MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED. 7

A most valuable report lias been issued by the
statistician of the Department of Agriculture
on the forest wealth of Canada. While the data
f rom which to compile a complete report is no t
oxtensive, there is mucli information regarding
this great source of our wealth. At one time,
i t is estirnated that there were 815 million acres
of forest from the Atiantir, seaboard to the Lake
.)f tho Woods, on Canadian soil. Thirty million
acres have been cleared for agricultural pur-
poses.. Twenty million acres have been reduced
for other purposes. The lumbermen, fires, etc.
have furtlier encroaclied largely until now the
estimate is that 45 p. c. of the old area is stili
under forest. Many interesting passages will be
found in this report wvhich ouglit to be studied.
'Plie value of trees to the farmer will be easily
Ogathered £rom the tables furnished, and replén-
ishing the forests is a work the Provincial Gov-
ernments might well give attention to in the
interests of the country.

TiiE B3ur eau of Mines lias just issued statîs-
tics bearing on the minerai production of the
Province for 1894. During the year 1894 the
total revenue derived from mining lands
amnounted to $17,942.56. Patents were issued
for 8,271 acres of mining land, and 7,0501 acres
were leased for mîning purposes. The follow-
iiig figures show the total minerai. production
for 1898 & 1891.:-1898 -Value, 8G, 120,758:. em-
ployees, 7,162: wages, SIL.935,590, '1891-Value,
S";,088,758; employees, 6,075; wages, 8 L,810,289.
1lhluminating oil brought in the largest returns,
1.1 ' 49 472 gallons of petroleum being sold,
vaîuied at $1,887,010. Common brick came next;
181,500 thousand were used, valued at 83.90.
Cernent was manufactured extensivply;I 85,903
barrels were consumed, valued atS [09.804. The
gold output amounted to 82,776, and nickel
broi.ight $612,72L4 One peculiar featuire in the
table is the absence of iron among the minerai.
products, for, although there are extensive de-
posits of hematite and magnetic iran ore in
various parts of the Province, there is flot a
blast furnace in operatian.

TIIRr. hias just appeared a blue book on1 the
schieduling, of Canadian câttle, cantaining the
report of the Board of Enquiry in Britain, re-
ferences ta correspondentà between the Do-
iainion and British Governiments, and reports
f romn the veterinary surgeons who traced( the
cases complained of to their sources in Canada,
and who in every case found that the diseases
were other than contagious pleuro-pneumonia.
T1he blue book shows that Canada is unjustly
tî'eated by the sehiedule, and also that theefforts,
pecessary to its remnoval ought to be strenuous-
lY persisteà in. In this connectian Professor
MlcEachran reports that during 1894 not a
ý;ingle animai exported showed any sign, in the
ll;ast.degree suspicious of contagiaus disease.
'lhe inspections before shipment were rigidly
catrried ont. 80 cattie and 17 sheep were eithier
éetained or rejected hy the inspectors; 16 of
v.'hich were lame or injured in the land trans-
plort, 2 were in poor condition from age, 2 were
'I ffectedl with tuberculosis, one with mange, and
'-) with luinpjaw. The sheep rejected, were
lame or injured. The animals collected for
shipment f rom ail parts of the Dominion, with
t lie exception of British Columbia, and the fact
of their freedom froin lung disease is an evidence
(.1 the heatty state of Canadian cattle. The in-
s-pection wvas, in every case, made by daylighit.
Mr. McMillan, V.S., who is empowered to in-
spect stock shipped froin Prince Edward Island,
loports that 629 cattie, 161 horses, and 718 sheep
v.ere duly inspected by him prior to shipment,

udail were found to be in a thoroughly healthy
condition.

TuiE condition of the British market is an
ever interesting subject to the Canadian far-
niter. The following picture is wofully dismal,
ytet drawn by a reliable pencil, not that of a

pessirnist :-" This has been. one of tho rnost
diastrouq seasons lever experienceci by farmiers
in England, or at any rate by those who culti-
vate arable land. Tie crop)s wcrebadly injnired
by wet weatber befare and during harvest, and,
afith they proved hulky, a great deal of the
grain is uninarketable, and nearly ail lias to bc
sald as more or less damiaged. The weekly
average price of whNIeat fell to 17s Cd a quarter
of eigh t bushels a few weeks back, and althioug
there bias been a partial recovery, the latest
average known at the timan of writing was 1.9s
11d, which. is baci enougli. Cattie, sheep and
pigs have been selling Nvell. titis year, conse-
quen o0 having been reduced in number by the
springe drought of 1892 and the prolonged droughit
of 1893. Reports of very severe depression in
in rnany parts of the country keep on appearing,
somne of them being issued by the Royal Coin-
missibni on Agriculture. In most English
counities they tell of reductions of relit ron
20 to 75 per cent, as one of the resuits of the de-
pression. The dairy industry is least affectedl
among ail the branches of agriculture, and in
the dairy districts the fallin rents is înuch
smnaller than those just mentioned. On arable
land there is very little profit ta the farmier un-
less grain crops pay. Breeding may yield a
direct profit, but grazing on arable land barely
leaves any profit beyoill the manure, and that
can only be realized iu the grain crops. There-
fore, if the latter do flot pay, the farmer and
grazier lias no profit at aillasa rule. To add to
the maisfortunes of agriculturists the autunn
lias been one of the wéttest on record, and very
extensive floods have prevailed, doing an in-
mense amnount of dainage to arable land a.nd
farmn property. The wvet weather, too, s toppeci
whieat-sowiiiîg when it was about 'haîf flnished,
and the acreage is likcly to be the smallest. on
record.

Tur Canadian Hforse Show was a pranounced
success, so much so t]îat there seeins to be littie
doubt that it wiff become an animal event as
well establisheci as the Industrial Exhibition.
It was held under the auspices of the Agri-
culture and Arts Association and the Country
and lHunt Club of Trouta with Me!-srs Henry
Wad.e and Stewart Houstoni as capable secre-
taries. The. show lias provied itself to have
been a good thing for horse breeders whio wvill
dIo aIl in their power to makze its regular re-
currence certain. Saure of the very best blood
in the country was on exhibition and some of
the best judges in the United States camne to
see the horses. l'he bringing together of pur-
chasers and sellers face to face was a feature of
the show of great importance. Canadian bred
horses hold a high place in the United States,
but so many are the intermediaries througli
which they must pass in flnding owners, that
the Canadian birth is of ten lest siglit of. Prio
instance. a dealer buys a gaad Canadian hiorse
which he selîs to aniother dealer iii New York
wvho seils huju to a Phuladelphia dealer whero
lie may bel purchased by one desiring to possess
him. But in this course of turning lover the
6&calf-country " of the animal is lost sight of.
What is wantea is credit for Canada for what
sIte is able ta praduce. This ean be quickest
obtained by bringing gentlemen who buy for
themselves, ta aur stables. A great horse showv
with social functions is just the place for such
a meeting, and Toronto centrahly situated and
papulous eau f arnish the social side, and the
crowd wkose tees make a good show possible.
The new armauries where the showv was held,
l)roved too sinall for the requirernents of the
exhibition arid of the p)ublic. There lias been,
consequently, a WeIl-defined dcmand for the
erection of a special building for show nurposes.
Sucli a building it is suppased wauld enable
breeders of horses and farmers ta develap thieir
business as it is not possible foi, thei ta do
naw, ard if erected by the assistance of th(,
government and the city -wNould paýy interest on
the investinent nieantirne, and finally Jiquidate
the debt. The proposaI mierits thoughtflul con-
sideration for the possibilities of the horse trade
of Canada are maay and great.
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