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4GWnQ Io the edtral departmnent should bc
tmo'e"'e te the Rditor, and nlot Io any )3erson

5 fQDIly bc Vtpposed to bc connected ivith the

CURENT TOPICS.

ti r4 flo improbable that the Democra-
ftJ0rity jf the United States Hause Of

r4eth l'îes tnay be forced to adopt the
tèt F"ebih teydenounced.as the grus-

%peaYrun en used by tbe Republican
'*e ted ed- Week after week i8 being
t1e il Inc equence of the inability of

tJ0 118e to pu an end to Il filibustering"
the te' Other words, in consequence of
le fus8a1 Of representatives to vote on

beor th bouse. The situation

dt of lu}icr 5, were it flot that the
t tragic ation makes it painful, al-

%teid Ctng on his pow~er to com pel
b4 e nce- of nuembers,' the Speaker

14 abs tu entees to be arrested and
t. the 17101se, only to see themi re-

P Jufi the recalcitrant members already
te, th efPU 11 1j to answer to their

th reventing the finding of a
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quorum. Speaker Rord, it will be remem-
bored, untiod the Gordian knot somewbat

aftor the summary fashion of a famous war-
rior of old, by simply ordering that those
who were visibly prosent shouhd ho count-
ed as prorent, whother tbey chose to answor
to their namei or not. The Damocrats
denouuced this course so fiercoly that they
are now doterred by the roînembranco of
their own bitter wards fron adopting the
samne tactics, as no doubt they would other-
wise gladly do. Various methods cf over-

coming the ditliculty,kindred in spirit, if dif-
fering in formn, are proposed, sucli as deduet-

ing a large fine froin the salary cf every

member f ir en h day wvben hoe does nlot

answer to his nairo. It is certainly not to

the credit of a legisiative body that it finds
it so diticult to overcome a kind of obtruc-

tion wluïch is almost childish in its simpli-
city.

While it would ho presumptuous

for us to express approval or dis-

approval of tht' pardoning of Messrs.
McGreevy and Conuolly, wo may point nut
that tbe cave suggests soine curious roflec-
tion-ý. It is, in the first place, a littie singu.
lar that the effect of imprisonmount should
bave been so precisely similar in the two
cases that humanity demanded the release
of both at the saine moment. XVas it
flot a little peculiar to have tbe learned dac-
tors reporting upon the health of both at the
samne time and in the samne words, as
if they were a kind of Siamese twins, so
closely united that wben the one fel ili
the other must fohlow suit. Another cur-
ioui and perhapi mojre pertinent inquiry is,
are our prisons so constructed, or is tbeir
regime such, that human life cannoe ho pro-
longed in them î Vie are not aware
that eitber of the prisoners was particularly
delicate when iimprisoned. Perhaps it
will ho replied that mon sccustomed to
bard work and hardsbip can live very wall
în confinement, but that the delicately
nurtured cannot do so. This would mean,
apparontly, that no one who has heen ac-
customed to luxury aud ease shotild
be sent to prison, no matter how heinous
bis crime, for imprisonment is not intended
as a deatb penalty, aud justice and buminity
alike forbid to take the life of a criminal

by slow procossos, unless ho has been
condom ned to die. Must we thon have
one law and penalty for one css of citizens
and anothor for another class 'i That would
hardly ho democratic, to say tbe least. A
third thing that is a little curions is that the
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prisoners, one of then at Ieast, seenus
flot to think of attributing bis release to
the state of bis health at all,but congratulatos
binuseif on baving been set free because ail
creeds and classes united in urging the
Government to render hima justice, even at
s0 late a day. In fact,tbe wbole business is
a curious affiair from. first to last. We won-
der if we have beard the last of it.

Three-quarters of a million of dollars is

a large sum for a young and not very
weaithy colony, with a population of only
five millions, to pay annually for a steanu-
boat service. We know not what view the
people's ropresentatives in Parliament may
take of the arrangement wbicb it is an-
nouniced bas been agroed upon by the
Dominion Government and Mr. lluddart.
But if tbere is any direction in whicb it is
wise for the country to go to the verge of
extravagance, this is certainly sucb a direc-
tion. It is possible, we suppose,to urge strong
and sound theoretical objections against
taxing the people for tbe subsidizing of any
private company or business wbatever. It
is to ho boped tbat as people become wisor,
soine nioans of accomplisbing national ends
will bo found, wbereby tbe profits of such
enterprises may be retained for the use of
the people who pay for tbom. But in tbe
meantinue the desirability of developing tbe
policy upon whicb the country bas not un-
successfnlly entered, is so manifest, and the
wisdomn of stimulating foreign trado by tbe
use of al) logitimate means sa obvious, that
Parliament, will probably sanction the con-
trast, notwitbstanding its costliness. If

satisfactory guarantees can be secured, not
only for tbe high rate of speed specified, but
for the most approved refrigerator arrange-
ments for the carrying of perishable pro-
ducts of tbe farnu and gardon at reasonable
froight rates, it is bighly probable tbat the
benefits resulting to Canadian trade witb the
Motber Country would quickly far exceed
tbe cost. Parliament will, it may ho bop-
ed, before sanctioning, the, contract, see toit
that effective controi of freigbt and pas-
songer rates shall ho had, so that tbey may
not only be made reasonable at tbe outset,
but be subject to re-adjustment from time
to time. Tbis, we have always maintained,
sbould bave been done iu tbe case of the
Canadian Pacific, and ahl other subsidizod
rail ways. Of courae tbere will bo abund-
ant roomn for tbe play of Opposition sarcasn,
in regard to tbe consistency of the Goveru-
ment wbicb builds witb one baud tarifl
walhs for the prevention of foreigul trade, and


