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tho8e days was the fountain of honour ; or on the recorn-
inondation of some of the minions of the imbecilq mon-
arcb. As lrenchmen, thay were ever ready to fight, but
often, we ie them the slaves of inordinate pleasure.

Quebec as wtll as Moutreal, they strived bard to make,
according to Parkman's expression, Ila spark]ing fragment
of the reign of Louis XV. dropped into the Amterican
wilderness. "

Quebec, lu fact, as to ganibling, soon got to be the
Monte CarIa of the continent. High play snd immorality
reigned supreme amidet public misery and ghastly famine.
Whilst the unfortunate people were dying in the streets
for want of bread, Ieading offcials, civil and military, were
crowding at the faro tables or nîghtly gorging themacîlves
in banquets, which the risiug.sun alone brouglht ta a close.
Even the high spirited and studious Montcalni was an
abettor of gambliug. De Vaudreuil thas reproves him:
"lQue n'arrête-il lui même le jeu eftroyable auquel se liv-
rent les oticiers de son armée "! The Marquis appareutly
overlooked this vice. The resuit was disastrous to the
morale of his army. Impecunious subaltorns haal to bar-
row and borrow hoavily from the rich rot uriers of trade, at
Queboc aud at Montreal, ta keep up in exponditure with
Bigots clique of wealthy parasites and public robbers.

The IlMiemoirs sur le Canada, 1749-60," whilst showirig
up the rogueries and îmmorality of the enriched, low-boru
Lovelaces aud Lotharios who paid court to Bigot sud to
bis oltere amie, do nat spare the Chevalier de Levis, who
took ta France bis inistress, the wife af Peuimasuit, eue of
IBigot's confederates. it seemas ber pretty face won ber
favour, even with the great state Minister, Choiseuil. The
church tried ini vain ta put a stop ta theso publie scandais.
Bisbap Poutbriaud was riat slow in raisiug a note of
warning. Abbé Casgraiu tells how the good paitor put
forth a neandeinent so enorgetic, on the l8th April, 1759,
that Montealtu took exception to it% ternis and reproached
the Bishop for having unsparingly condemnod I"the inde-
cent masquerades " of the precoding winter, sud for
aussrting that > a bouse of prostitution was established near
the ramparts of Quebec."

Was the Intendant bere aimed at '
If the lives of the leaders were not pure, what could

have been that of the Frencb troupiers i * emalrne virtie-
love of country, disinterestednoss, truc mauliness, were
evidently relegated ta a back seat in this steeple-chase o!
riot, robbory and wantonuess. Truc, thero was yet in the
colony a party-not a very numerous, nor strang one, Ire
parti desHJo7tnt1 Gens. de Vaudreuil, de Levy, Tache, La
Corne, de Beaujeu, de Longueuil, sud some othor nmon of
note belonged to it.

Even de Bougainville, who ia creditod with mnaking
overal pretty speechs-Bougainville, the learned Illow
of a Londorý aociety of 8avants--Bougainville, the matho-
matician, destined lator on to imuiortalize hisi nameo as a
navigator, was notbing but a reckless gambler Ilun des plus
lorce nés joueurs." * 11ihough he affectod to be a rigarist,"
gays the Abbé, h is daily life resembled that of bis friend
Bigot,"

We are remindod ta bo brief.
Abbé Casgrain's workt complotes some data, probably

ef t out intentionally by Frs. Parkman, as to Montcalui's
too great intimacy with certain fascinatiug ladies, in Par-
loir St., Queoa. In a letter the general wrot.e to l3our-
laniaque, wboui ho had left in Quebec4 1he gsys : I t aom
glad you sometimes speak o! me to the three ladies in the
Rue du Parloir, and I am flattered by their remembrauce,
especially by that of one o! tbem, in whom I find, at cer-
tain moments, too mucb wit and too mauy charm8 for my
tranquility." More than once in bis correspondeuce, allu-
sion ta tmade to these charmera, who wero nigb making hini
for a timo forget the absent Marquise, Condiac and bis
olive trees in Provence.

The Abbé thug describes Parloir Strt3et - narrow
thorougbfare wbicb skirts the very wall of the Ulrsulines
Chapel, where the galbant rival of Wolfe has lumbered for
132 years in the grave scooped out by au Euglish shell:
IlLittle Parloir Street was one of the chie! centres, where
(in 1758-59) tbe beau mnonde of Quebec assem bled ; two
salons were in special requet: that o! Madame de la Nau-
dière sud that o! Madame de Beaubassin;- bath ladies were
famed for their wit sud beauty. Montcalm was qe taken
up with these salons that iu bis corrospoudeuce he went
to the trouble o! locatiug the exact spot wbicb eacb bouse
occupied ; one, gays ho, stood at the corner of the street
faciug the Ursuline Couvent; the other, at the corner of
Parloir sud St. Louis Street. Madame de la Naudiére,
née Geneviève de Boisbebert, was a dlaughte.r o! the
Seigneur o! Rivière Oueîle, and Madame Hlertel de Beau *
bassin, née Catherine Jarret de Vercherès, was a daugbter
o! the Seigneur of Vercberèi. Thoir husbands beld comn-
missions as offilcors iu the (Janadian militia. I t was also
in Parloir Street that Madame Péan, o!ton referrod to in
Montcalm's letters, hold ber brilliaut court."

The charm o! Madame de Boaubassin's conversation
eeoms to have particularly captivated Montcalm, as he ire-

quented her salon the most o! the tbree. IlAt tbe Inten-
dance, or at Madame Péan's bouse, he managed to forget
bis exile sud troubles ; at Madame de la Naudière's, he was
interestod in wbat ho saw, but at Madame de Beau bagsin's
ho was under a speîi." Notice is also taken o! a taîl young
officer o! the name o! Boisheort, from Acadia; no favourite
of Montcalm, sud who seeme to have cdivided with biru the

*" Guerre du Canada, " vol. IL., pp. 13 and 14,
t"I Gusrre du Canada," pp. 337 and 338.
I l: arkrmau's " Montcalm and Wolf," vol. L., pp. 452-5.

aunabine of Madame de Beaubassin's smille. Thisjuvenile
rival hie advises L ývis to send back ta bis native Acadians.
0f course, wbheu the gorgeously-attired, ruffled, scented, red-
haired, maguificeut Intendant, Bigot, drapped iu at Parloir
Street for a chat, ordinary callers were momeutarily hushed
tosilence, timidet the profuse attentions shawered by laquais
ou the wealtby patron, who, frequently, was accompanied
by MIajor sud Madame Péan. The Abbé notices among
otber habitu4, Il the Liugueuils, St. Ours, de la Nau-
dière, Villiers, Dr. Arnoux aud bis wife sud several offic2rs
a! the land forces ; Bourlamaque, grave sud reserved,
B3ougainville, a Jansenist in opinions and caustic in bis
rornarks, occasionally unpleaaant ; Roquelaure, full of
whims."

In short, adds the Abbc, the higbor circles of Cariadiail
saciety at Quebec presented a sorry spectacle ; the exam-
pIe set; by arrivals from France, demoralized saciety; the dis-
orders of war sud the licouseofo the soldiery in a great
measure belped ta consummate its ruin.

"One witne8sed a state o! things that could net Iast
disorder from tbe top ta the bottam of the social ladder-
The And evideutly was flot far off; a dread!ul storm was
brewing overhead. Would it enguif everything? Noue
could tell. 1People averbed their faces ; dared net look
inta tbe future ; tried ta drowu care in dissipation. 'Twas
a înad race for ploasure. Society, blinded, was revelling
on a volcano."

Loýt us turn te bass sombre vistas. Morutcalm bad ane
true sud able friend in Lc3vis, the most bovel bead in the
colouy. More than oncc, as revealed in the correspon.
douce, Levis acted ai- peacemaker between tbe impotuaous
Montcalm and the weak, vacillating, but obstinate, de
Vaudreuil, the Goveruor General of Canada aud coin
mander-m -chief o! the farces. This duality of command
led ta endless trouble, sud bitter recriminations between
hlm sud Montcalmî. De Lqvis' accommodating ideas ou
inatrimony are smusiug, as set forth in a letter hoe addressed
ta a powerful lady friand in Franco, IMadame la Marè:bale
de Mirepoix. We translate:

" ' With respect ta the Inarriage that the Chevalier de
Mesuon bas praposed ta you for me, you know I neyer had
much inclination far matrimany. 1 would dread msrrying
saine ane you might nat like, sud that would imbitter the~
remainder of my life. If you cati select for me a wife, 1
will takre ber readily, provided she meets with your
approval. Se you cati reply as you tbink praper ta the
Chevalier de Mesuon, whase friondship aud remembrauce
r will ('ver prize. Should bisi selection not ploase yousud
yau sbould corne acroýsa another persan ta yaur fancy, you
can arrange as yen like. I1 will bonour auy arrangement
yen may mnake. This is al I bave ta say au this sub ject.
Rost assured 1 wisb I could find a mate as attached ta you
asI amn.

We are likely ta bo vigorausîy attackod sud wilI figbt
ta the deatb."

After hearing this candid declaration of thi8 Platonie
Remt3o, ane is lad ta regret that the Frencli imatch-maker,
Madame la Maréchale de Mirepoix, did not send tbe Choya-
lier a brand uew French wife froin Paris.

It tuight possibly have duterred the gallant sou o! Mars
fron carrying away ta Franco the law-born, but bandsome,
Madame Peuissault, the daugyhter o! a Moutreal trader
sud the mistress of Major P ).n, Ilqui se dedommageait,"
say the Memoirs, "sur les femmes de ses subordonnés."
Tho Pompadour regime evidently was flot himited ta
France. its close an the fleigbts of Abraham was, in
mare ways than eue, beneficial ta Canada.

Quebac, 18;2. J. MI. LEfoiNbE.

PARIS LETTER.

T 1 IE Figara is ta be complimentod, but above al oencaur-faged, for its practical utilizatian o! the plebiscitum
ide i, ta ascertain frami its readors tCheir opinion upan some
buraing question, or praminent actuality. The innova-
tien of tie leading Frencb journal bas nover been mare
serviceably applied than wben it popped the question ta
several of the loading mon o! imperial Germany an the
proposition o! bartering Tonkin sud Madagascar against
the retrocession o! Alsace. It was woll kuowu that Ger-
iniay woold net accept the two white elephauts even as a
present-timeo Danaos, etc.; sud as for Madagascar, that la
net exactly Frencb-yet. IL is questionable aven if Ger-
many would bite at the proposition were the offer a slice
of Algenia or a Freoich West-Indian colony. Judges
who do flot confiue their view ta the surface of eveuts
know tbat the quarre! betwoen Franco sud Germany la
eue for European aupremacy, o! wbich Alsace romains the
outward sud visible sie~n.

The German replies, very polite sud unifarmly seriaus,
are in the Wacht aw UR/ein spirit. France is told mauy
bard sud plain trutbs, naturally ta ho oxpected from bis-
toric Vaterlandism. Now it ia procisely in pnbishing
those, the truth, the whole truth, sud nothiug but
the truth, that Figaro dispîsys au exceptianal cour-
age for French jourualism, by its large circulation
compelliug the reading o! unpalatablo matter. Over-
seusitivenesa is the cardinal !ailing in the Freuch
cbaracter. A reluctance-amounting ta abhorece-to read
what doos not flatter its pide, pander ta its likings, sud
minister ta its ideal aima, domainates Galîjo patriatism, sud
blunts the virility sud proiecting prudence of its judgaient.
Theso remarka do not apply ta, the French who have
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travelled or who have associated with free speakers sud
independeut thinkers, that know there are other big cities
in the world besides Paris, sud that the univers(,, Ï net
compî-îsed letweeu the Café Torteni and tbe Grandl
ilotel.

A few specinlen replies-ab uno disce omnes: the
Speaker o! the Gernian Pailiament refera the editor of
the Figaro ta the treaty o! Frankfort, o! May, 1871, wbere
France guai-autees Alsace ta Germauy, as long asi grass
grows sud water runs, that as the swond won Flandens, Ber-
guudy, sud Savoy for France, se it bas secured Alsace for
Germany. Professor Brentano recalîs that Louis XI[V. ,wben
iu full peace with Germany, wrested Alsace fuoni her, sud
that iuiquity made Strasburg, til 1870, the high road for
the invasion of Germauy by tbe French. lu atiother gen-
eration Alsace, ho sdds, will ho re-Germauized by educa-
tion, immigration aud emigration, white France bas nover
been able ta extîuguisb tho German tangue in Alsace dur
ing bier 223 yoars a! occupation. No anc regards the pro-
pased Ilswap o! territory " as serious; ail would desire ta
live on good termis with France-but Alsace must remain
German. The Fhigura migbt organize a Paul Pny plebiscite
among the French bolders o! Egyptian bonds, say, cf the
fellaheen, ta ascertain wbat is their opinion ou the occu-
pation a! the Nule Valley by the British ?

Paston McAII is a name respected in FLrsuce wherever
known, sud voneratcd in.Paris tbrough success,iql mission
work. At Montmartre, the principal scene a!f this clergy-
man's effective aud humble life labours: ho bas loft bis
mark by estsblishing practical Cbristianity ;- he bas
!ouuded 135 Cauference Hialls in France, o! wbich
furty are situated in Paris, in addition te Suuday schools
aud dispensaries; tbe amaunt o!f fnds anuually collocted
by bim i8 450,000 frs., sud every centime bnings !aîtlî it-i
bundred!obd o! good. The Ptev. Mn. McAII bias juHt
iuaugurated a floating Mission Hall, dcstined for cana1
sud river navigation in France. it is specially con-
structed, sud will accommodate 150 Ilbearens a! the
Word." The arrangements for ligbting sud ventilation are
very ingeniaus. The ship is ini command a! Captain Piru,
an Irishmau, wbe lives on board with bis wi!e. Formnirly
this venenable baoking captain paddled bis awu cauce
across the Atlantic, thon took bis vessel ta piecos, and
itted thein togethen ta mnake up into a cart.

'Ihe Alliancp Il'raneaise lias heîd its aniual mneetingc,
sud bas for aitia, ta uphold ýthe purity, that la ta say, the
lucidity a! the French tangue, as well as te stimulate its
propagation. The name of the saciety isa anythiug, but
illustrative af clearuess. The beat meaxis te propagai e a
tangue la ta augment the number o! tongues that speak it;
now the population o! France beiug decadient, its ]an-
guaga mu4t give way ta that spolcen by such a race as the
AngIlo-Saxon. it is said that the geica ,io!f lraace is d1ue
te hen winesansd ber language ; it is best net te) pry iute
the fariner virtue, as the municipal laboratoiy could
unfold sad tales. Journalism is blamed fer the production
of uebogisuis ; but names, words, are anly the expression
a! thing4, sud the interpretatien o! thpir fitucas is the ouct
came a! their practical utility. Even Melière would
bardly insist on Amenicans inviting tho précieuses. Why
ought modemns net ho allawed te coin their owu words,
sud gîive tbem currency, ta represent a etu in pal-vo
tictuality ? 'The words that meat clcarly reýpresent oun
opinions sud wants sud cut short circinlocutions are
wîîat aur realistic age exacts. Prince di, Mitteýrnich is
reported ta, have excbuded ail personis from bis chateau who
dabbled with an "Im."Bot who made the prince a
mIlen sud a .iudgo in phibolagical jurisprudence?' lfave
tbe rigbt word lu tlhe ight place, witb ideas clearly con-
ceived, sud yaur language will be lucid, pure sud coînpne-
bensible, wbethen it ho French, Volapuk, or what Disraeli
called the Il Amenican language."

The profits af the Monaco gambîing tables duning the
last seasan were X723,000; goedy goody people have anly
ta subacnibe sufficient capital ta yield that yearly interest,
aud tbey can boy up the vice monapely.

A discussion i8 takiug place respoctiug the birth of
puli8m n France ; the dnyasduts unfertunately confouiid
puffi, with advertisements. The latter oiginatcd with
'Ihèopbraste, in 1631, in bis Gazette, ta-day the G~îeJ
France. The pull is uaid te have been cî-eatod in 1826 l'y
an apothecary, 'lopýre, wha eulogized a pematum fon akin
diseases. After ail it was only a mor(, vigeraus blowing
o! the advertisemient trombone. Pufl; as ineaning the
editonial eulogiuio! wares, or o! pel-sons, sud that is
duly paid for, is bath a science sud a fiue art lu, France.
lu irigeuuity, such puffism would deceive the very elect.
But ne anc coudemus the practice, but laugh at it, enjay the
piaus fraud, if skil!ulIy doue.

ltit l singular that in France wbr're there are se mnany
learned wonîjen, sud se many that rolatively figure in pub-
lic ife, that se few succeod as jonnalisti propor, whent
nowspapers "vould ho se happy ta accept their contribu-
tions. Only twa ladies bave mnade their mark : Madame
Adam, the foundreas and editresa! the Nouvelle Reàvue,
sud the best pupil o! the Third Republic. For a score o!
years sho bas been writing down Bismarck, sud advocating
the Franco-Russian alliance-sud scared successes;
Madame Sêverine bas beprn nurtured upon flugo sentimen-
talism ; she screeches for sympathy for ail mifortunes ;
nids Padelenski te escape from France; implores pity fan
tho murderor Anastay; demnands tearà sud francs for the
victims o! mining accidents, sud for foodless and shelter-
leas paverty overywbere. She Ilsinga the 1'Song o! the
Shirt,' " an<b al jeurnals publish alike ber dingos sud ber
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