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andif a centenary celebration is ever allowable we sboulc
bave one soon. The full significance of thîs Act of 1791
is pointed out in the following passage :

IThe riglits of self-government guaranteed to the
inliabitants of Upper and Lower Canada did not origi.
nate by the capricious grace of a Royal Charter, but by s
full, irrevocablo cession ot powers froni the whole Par-
liament of the united kingdom. This is what chiefly dis-
tinguished the Canadian Consctutional Act from the
charter ot the older Provincc of Nova Scotia, and from
tbe charters of all former colonies. It was net a charter,
but a constitution. It was a recognition of one of tbe
contentions that bad ended ini tbe American Revolutien;
that charters of self-government were vestedl rights of the
people, net transitory creations of the Royal will. Along
with the clauses establisbing the Local Legislatures, there
was a clause de2lIaring that there should lie in Canada a
coui,cil for the a/,hirs of Canada. It is this couccil,
commencing in the eighteenth century, as an engine of
the prerogative, wbich, by successive enactmrent and by
steady practice, bas devcloped into complete Constitu-
tional Governinent.. . . Thus the Canada Act of
1791 contained within itself the prolific gem etofail that
censtitutional progress which bas since been effected
throughout the modern colonial systein. The founidation
eoftJpper Canada was the beginnîng of the New Empire
(pp. 352-4).

This extract indicates the point et view frein wbich
Mr. Howland regards Great Britain and lier seif-gover-
ning colonies, and why lie gives te thein the naine oet1the
New Empire." Britain, under the Georges, was develop-
ing in the direction et gevernment liy prerogative, as
France had developed in the saine downward direction
after the assassination of Henry IV. In the case of
France the tlevelopinent appeared as progress and national
glory while Louis XI '[. dictated te Europe; but wben it
caine te a iniserable end in the Revolution it was seen in
its truc light. What the [tevelutien did for the old
regilue in France, the war of Ainerican Independence
did for it in Britain. Frein the great sbock of that war,
the old Empire, with its tbeory cf personial government
and kingly prerogative, witb its spirit cf iilicarisin and
its love cf nienopoly, nover completely recovered. A new
era dawned in 1783, whcen the settlement was mnade
whicb recogniyed the independence et the United States,
and han(led over te themn the great West, which was te
lie the futuire home cf the majerity ef the British race.
'rhe seven years' war lietween the Mother Country and
the thiteeni colonies, dreadful though it nust bave been
at the turne, and disastrous tee, in many respects, was
thus a necessary evil, j ust as the war between North and
South in oir ewn day was a necessary step in the onward
mardi ef treedoni. Ward are cf ten net simply collisions
cf brute forces, but collisions between ideas or ditl'erent
ferais cf civilîzation, and, when that is se, if the superior
triuruphs, the defeated bas as mucli reason te lbe tbanktul
as the victr; andl sometimes more reason, because it net
only shares in the inutual lienefit, but escapes the danger
of becemiing arrogant and lioasttul in consequence cf
success. Mr. Howland, in bis first chapter, traces withî
truc insighit the actual forces at work in Amnerica and in
Britain that caused the tail ofthte Old Empire:

IThe Revolution was net inevitable on the Lyround se
commonly tauglit, especially te Amierican school-boys, but
ahio held by a certain class cf modern Englishînen, that
the separation of colonies is the necessary consequence cf
their yrowth. But te mie there secin te lie reasons, for
viewîng that particular disruption as a necessarv as well
as an inevitable event. IL is probable that netbing less
tian the great fact of the W/ar cf Separation would bave
broken clown lrinciples et government and habits cf
thougnt, which, while tbey continued in force, made a
great world-widc union impossible " (pp. 36,37).

In other words, the views of George Ill., "lthe patriot
King," as lie was fondly styled, were the views cf the
lmajrity et the British peopile at the time. Net only se,
but in many cf the tbirteen colonies the majrity of the
peeple held the saine views. Lecky thinka it probably
below the trutb that more than ene-halt et reasonable and
respected Americans were either openly or secretly hostile
te tihe Revolution. This explains why the contest, even in
America itaelf, bad the terrible features of Il a civil war,"
and wben Congress advanced frein their Declaration et
Riglits as Impemial citizens in 1774 and teck the decided
step of preneuncing the Declaration cf Independence on
the 4th of July, 17 î6, thse larger haIt of the American
people asaerted itself unmistakably. Dr. Ryerson, in bis
ILoyaliwsaof America," gives centemporaneous testîmony

te show Il that the American levies in thc King's service
were, at one time atter the Declaration et Independence,
estimatcd te lie more in number than the wbole number
regularly enlisted in the service et the Cengrcss." But
Congres was contending for a principle inherent in the
vemy constitution of the British race, the principle that
self-government is a vested riglit et the people, taken witb
them wbercver they go. That sacred principle triumphed
again8t ahl odds, in virtuie et the genuine bull-dog quahty
-aIse inherent in the race-in virtue et wbicb it does net
know wben it is beaten. Alisolutisin, in the eighteentb
century in Britain, beld that the colonies sheuld lie subject
te the Royal preregative or te tbe Home Parliament,
and, fortunately for the Britishi race and thc world, it met
in the American colonies a resistance that shattered it te
pieces. But it was se strongly intrenched that it is difiicult
te sec how it could have been vanquished at a lesa cost than 1

war, juat as the saine price was needed in tbe seventeenth
century te assert pepular rigbts in Britain, and needed in
our ewn day te assert human riglits in America.. Rayer-
ently we recegnize the truth oi' Wordsworth's hunes

Gode niost perfect inistrumnent
For working out a pure intent
I nan arrayed in inutual laughtor--

Yes, carnage is Hie daughter.
Must it always lie se, it may be asked 1i The prophets of

13 Jsrael and the apostles et the Lord answer boldly in the
negative. Wars shahl cease. Humanity is gradually
cvolving te a higlier plane. Tbcre is a good time coming
when mcn shail sulimit te the decisiens of International
Courts or Congresses, instead et appealing te the arbitra-
ment of war ; and in the case et aur ewn race we ouglit te
libe well nigli prepared for this method et settling aur dit-
ferences. If we are, the Millenium is dawning, and we
hope that nething may delay the rising efthte suni. But
alas ! things arc said and donc, probably on betb aides,
though wc are mont censcieus et the offences on the other
side, that make thouglittul men heitate before spcaking
positively concerning what is likely te be in their nwn
century. The te]lowing descriptien of what meons thc
habituaI public attitude et eur neiglibeurs doca net ever-
state the case, and Christian America should consider its
responsibilitv, in the liglit botb et the Golden Rule and of
that awful truth which its own reccnt history illusirates,
that tbe nation, even more surely in time than the indi-
vidual, shall reap as it sews :

IlAs if nome spark frein thc pertervid patriotian cf
iRevolutionary France had leapeà acrosa the Atlantic and
tound an early lodgînent in the Anierican mind, national
wrongdoing, it seems te lie believed, may lie detended
withouÉ guilt and condoncd without retribution. The con-
science et individuals is soethed by a delusive distinction
between the moralities et public and private lite. Liberal
and enlightened Americans seem capable et believing that
the nation may lie a gainer even by an aggrandizement or
advantage that binders the progre8s of the principles of
civilization and humanity.

IStatesmen of the English empire and of the kindred
ltepublic are equally convinced that another war between
these two halves et the cemmen people would lie a calain-
ity et unprecedented berror and et uncertain result.
Both knowing that it is net te lie invited except in the
gravent and mont inevitable extremity, the ycunger and
theclbas civilized of the two Govermients (must we net se
distinguish ?) seems continually te liargain upen this
knowledge, te impose te the last moment upon tbe superier
torlicarance et the other."

Mi.,llowland refuses te charge this dlegradation et
public lite, whicb bas injured the cause et free gavermient
evorywere, wholly te the influence et thIrIish vote. Hie
traces it in part te the treatînent, in the beginnings of the
Repulic, of the clansa and the ideas et the clans te wbidh
the U. E. LoyahiRts bclanged, te the expulsien ef these
Loyalists tron the country, and te the contempt for their
ideals of reverence and lonour, whicl it liccame the fashion
ef public speakers and writers te cultivate. But, wbule con-
demning the rancour of the triumphant coloniets, and
slowing how mudli they theinselves thereby suffered in
chamacter, hoe justly makes the Mother Country share the
respensibility for the cruelties that were inflicted at tic
close ef the war, net enly by mobs but by legisiative
authority, on the unfortunate "lTories." When a quarrel
takes place, it is but faim te ask, IlWhbo began it ? " and te
charge on those wbe originated it their full share et respon-
sibuity for ail its bitter fruits.

Ia 1782 the oid Empire fel. Il At last," wrete peor
George Ill., Ilthe fatal day bas cerne." Lord North
resigned, and it was uselesa ta dissolve Parliament, for
the country had become more hostile te the falîtin ministmy
than the Legilature was. Tbe Whigs came inte power and
their avowed task was te temminate the war that England
bad se long waged singie-handed againat France, Spain,
lIolland and America, and te do se by-in tbe first place
-recegnizing the independence et the thirteen colonies.
But the Whigs bad ne intention et going further ; thcy
cetainly bad ne intention et abandening the beundary et
Canada, scttled by the Quebcc Act et 1774, by wbidb the
magnificent country frein the Ohio te the Mississippi, as
welI as the great North-West, was included in Canada.
Neither hcad France nom Spain any intention tbat the United
States should extend beyond the Alleglianies or cever any
gound that tbey did net actually bold. Spain lad joined
the alliance on the understanding that both Gibraltar and
Jamaica were te be taken and restored te ber, and as every
attempt te take cither lad failed, abe must get some com-
pensation by tbe full acknewledgment et ber claims in
America. That was the policy et France as well, net only
because sIc owed semetbing te Spain, but because she
wished te see a balance et power establisbed on this conti-
nent as well as in Europe. Congreslad indeed in 1779
claimed the Mississippi for their western boundary, but on
the Prendh envoy pointing eut that an abandennent et thc
dlaim was indispensable if Spain was te be induced te ce-
operate in the war, it was dropped, and the acknowledg-
ment et thc independence et the States made the sole
cen-dition et peace. In 1781, again, Cengresa placed thei
whole control et the negotiatiens for peace in the landa et
the Frenchi king, and instructed tîcir commissioners te i
govema theinselves liy the advice and opinion et bis minister.1
The American commissieners seon discovemed bow little 1
they could expect frein lin. I"Jehn Adamis," says Lecky,i
Ilbad leng disliked and distruated Vergennes, and Jay, wboj
had at one turne been an ardent advocatceofthtecFrench
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alliance, changed into the most violent bostilitY- ' li
ilthinks,' wrote Frankrlin, ' the Frenchi minister one of the

greatest enemies of our country, that he would have stralt*
ened our boundaries to prevent the growth of our pPî8l
contracted our fisbery to obstruct the increase of Our "0'
men and retained the royalists among usto eU
divjde.' " Franklin bimself neyer forgot the gratitud
that was due to France, but hoe could not hlp seeing bo«

f black the outlook was. ln these straits, belp caune, Do
fromn any of their allies. but from their old mnother 'vit'
whom they bad fought 'so long, but wbose noblest sono~
neyer forgot that blood was thicker than water. Willing,
however, as the Whigs were to carry out the policy "'ih
they had fought for in opposition of concedin g unreservedlY
the independence of the colonies, it is doubtffll if tbero
was among their leaders a single man, with the exceptiOn
of Lord Sheiburne, who was prepared to go furtber, and lhe
at irst could not form a ministry. Lord Roknhu a
sent for, and on bis death the party selectd for theleae
the Duke of Portland ; but on proposing him to the Jcîg
they were told that be had selected Shburne F

îmmdiaelyresigred and the Rockingham Party
broken up, but Sheiburne remained Premier long enogl
to makre a settiement with the American Cernmlines
in which hliel"endowed " the States witb the great etstt
the expense of Canada and conceded to thera witb regard
to the fisheries and the loyalists ail that they asked, sud
tbereafter toconclude peace with France and Spain. lite
did Vergennes complain that he could ne)t îearn frOIlfltb
Amierican negotiators what they were doing, and IboUto
found that they bad signed preliminary articles îe~
bis knowledge, and without even informing Elîelfsnd
the state of the negotiatiens between France and EgIMd
it was no wnnder that lhe accused them of a gros8 breacb
of faith and of grosa ingratitude. Franklin bad bard wOrk
to apologize for bis colleagues. Hie adtnitted that tbey
"bhad been guilty of neglecting a point of biengbllce, but
hoe was perfectly welI aware that they bad acted rigtl
and no man knew btter than hoe te vast iniportancc of
tbe points at issue. t

W/bat, it may well lie asked, tempted Shlbrne t I
make sucli extravagant gifts to the lUnited Statest at .
time when tbey were utterly exbausted1 an.d when their
allies were anxious to unite witb Britain In reatrictîfl5

tbem to that which tbey bad declared to lie the arîy
pensable condition of, peace i Mr. 1Howland hi," tb otvswhc etrindbs cîO.c
humne was a statesman cencerning wbom the d118 ij
tradictory judgments bave been pronouncedl ai.dl
peculiaritieH-especially tbe faculty of i wiinh5ere
leagues witb dislike and distrust of bis sinceritYj-tlie
snch as to inake bis tenure of office very brief;;butther
understood free trade principles botter' than any -toro
cotemporary politician, and the American eol-1
assured lin that Congre8s was in favour of a the tare's
Union witb England that wou]d not only lcite i' 't t
of both countries, but would make tbe States contribist
the trade and manufactures of England more lai'geîY aso
independent country tan tey bad done as colonie,
Along that lino lie saw not only peace but mutli b.d

ciliation and prosperity, and with tbat goal in view Oie

in the thirteen colonies were tbe EngliEsh1-pEaking bar
of America found, and lie was determined that "010
sbould lie placed on their expansion to the We s eo
tbat tbey should bave the fulleat freedom of t e lg
on the North-East. Il Franklin, wben the irst d Fthbat it
draft of the Treaty was presented to bim, observe . ed o
contained a concession in regard to catcbing fish li[Wlt
the banks of Newfoundland. 1'Why not, le ho the
Lord Shelburne, ' aIl otber places, and amnotg 0th"" h
Gulf of St. Lawrence ?i You kniow Mhat we $hall brs4 or
greatest part of the fisl4 te 6Great Britain to paY or Y, r.
manu/actures ?' The full enlargement asked bY kIiEl
Franklin followed." It is little wonder, wben fl
found sucli a spirit of faith and liberality -alm'o'dtba
cedented in statesmen-in the Premier of Englafl go<
lie suggested that Canada to miglit just as wei 1  thee
in. It looked littie more at tbe time thatile 1 ttiîog r
rope go witb the bucket." But Shelburne knew wlir
draw the line. fHe would give to tbe States everYot;
tbat was needed for tbeir full and unfettered 8ev"1P0iIthe
but to tbh'ow overboard the Frenchi Canadi a or that
American Loyalists wonld bave been disgracefUî11i'e h
was argument sufficient, even if be did not fores e ky
future expansion of Canada and its importance as b e
stone of the new Empire. htte av.e

When we cerne to enquire bow tbe United angildr
redeemed the promises of tbeir Commissiollers ves
procated the trust of the Britisbhîninistry,.history 91ic
melancboly answer. Tbere is scarcely a single AO debt
politician of standing wbo bas ever a 0knowledged 'ht Ou 0 t
that iii due to, Britain, or wbo bas attempted tO Pl ol

tobsfellow-citizens that the two countries bavethmon bintstadta ysol ol rthat't

bave a common great mission te fulfil. llistOrY ba
distorted, and even geograpby bas been made f 0 lioe I
credit bas ever been given to Britain, and no bla ho<b
ever been attadbed to allies like France and, ,elfl
souglit to, betray. Canada bas been invaded) and we 0
ever there bas been a cbance te cripple or to ba"fé oe
bribe or to starve ber, tbe chance bas been takef' ,rio'
land is the natural enemy of America," is a fav' b
expression, thougli England is the great market for 0
produoth of the States, and admits ber manufse4o 0
freely as if sbe belonged te the Union itself -'


