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PROMINENT CANADIANS—XXXIV.

SKETCHES .
APpeared : of the following Prominent Canadians have already
PrincipiiluéTHE Week : Hon. Oliver Mowat, Sir Daniel Wilson,
Nchette Ll'ﬁnt, Sir John A. Macdonald, K.C.B., Louis Honore
]\'C-M.G’ H D, Sir J. William Dawson, Sir Alexander Campbell,
kengjq Si;-’s on. William Stevens Fielding, Hon. Alexander Mac-
I,“Chlﬂ,n H amuel Leonard Tilley, C.B., K.C.M.(G., Alexander Mc-
Sandfopd Flon' J. A, Chapleau, Sir Richard Cartwright, K.C.M.G.,
1. 0, Chan eming, C.E,, LL.T., C.M.G., Hon. H. G, Joly, Hon. P
MP, Honv%“r Sir William Buell Richards, Hon. Wilfrid Laurier.
Y, Prine; ionore Mercier, .C., Hon. William Macdougall, C.B.,
M-.‘\., Geopa MacVicar, D.D., LL.D., Prof. Charles G. D. Roberts,
{’rinci al Crge Paxton Young, M.A., Hon. Auguste Real Angers,
Sir “Pilliauaven’ D.D.,, William Ralph Meredith, LT..D.,Q.C.,M.P.P.,
Tohg Mooy Pearce Howland, C.B., K.C.M.G., Senator the Hon,
Tustiee of ()'1na1@, the Hon. John Hawkins Hagarty, D.C.L., Chief
b('_l'ion ign(tja"(’y Lient.-Clol. Georze 1. Denison, Sir Antoine Aimé
Chief -fnntice Xﬁ:e Archhishop O’Brien, Charles Mair, F.R.S.C., and
en
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N THO)[PSON, K.C.M.G., Q.C., MINISTER OF JUSTICE
FOR CANADA,

NOva scory

nOw ghipi A- can claim some of the brightest stars
Thig litt) Shining in the intellectual firmament of Canada.
Awaop eP trovince can proudly point to Sir William
Rev, Dy 3o ciPal of McGill University, Montreal ; and
twin o 20t Principal of Queen’s University, Kingston
Stars of ¢} : . P )
X e first magnitude in the constellation of

Aadiap L nitude 1
h‘gh r 6’dflcm‘alonxssts. Sir William Dawson has won a

: ut;putatlon 88 a gentleman of great scientific attain-
iat, by, hisev. Dr. Grant is not only a leading education-
Wang ¢, Public addresses on any subject always com-
“hethey | °arnest attention of the whole Dowinion, and,
lably exhibe' subject be theological or political, he invar-
¢ rist}ts & broad mindedness and catholicity of tone
o 1¢ of the best type of Nova Scotians.
realm of constitutional and parliamentary law,
the bright.:va Scotian, Mr. John G. Bourinot, is one of
Quentioy,g tst Ilghts. His reputation as an authority on
ey ry :’“Chlng the Canadian Constitution and parlia-
on m[:) ocedure extends beyond the Dowinion, and he
k’Qfm'e e&dl:e t 4n one occasion heen gelected to lecture
United Staltng universities and historical societies in the
. And t(;xs on the Canadian Constitution.
J"‘"milig,m e realm of light literature and Ceanadian
ud e i ova Scotia, the home of dear old Sam Slick
M‘lle, hagl :ed and insufficiently appreciated Prof. De
M'l‘t.inJ G 9"‘}“)’ a very clever representative in Mr.
“ho lefy, l.li "ﬁlfl, now Parliamentary Librarian at Ottawa,
of . 8 native city of Halifax to become the editor
?markabl 0to  Mail, in  which capacity he wielded a
Rlor ofty Vigorous pen for some years. As the contri-
Yoo in i}?"’mleﬂ ‘ At Dodsley’s,” which have appeared
ﬂ“‘litiea of e Montreal Gazette, he has displayed all the
‘E. regr:ttéultured, charming and clever critic, and it
,‘b"tian 1o ed that his arduous duties as Parliamentary
"quent, em: Prevent him from giving to the public more
o surv:*‘t}:tl?n of his genuine literary talent.
Dol tain g V:Y the field of Canadian politics and wish to
‘holhe‘l uty lews of representative Canadians upon the
t "Ough-ly inlf‘e of Canada, no more talented or more
J:‘n o mm'm(fd political quartette can be selected
Qhrlr Oinjgy, ni{s of the great parties that divide
A leg TUp o h‘}n four Nova Scotian politicians, Sir
lon(;' J°hesp1v}' hig sturdy and life-long antagonist, Hon,
Lo, the Min; -P. for Halifax County, Sir John Thomp-
ley, tt“el‘ of Justice of Canada, and Hon. J. W.
X g‘l‘ Johy Oé'ney -General of Nova Scotia. \
o ete l'ecepﬂtli!'ow David Thompson,.Q.C., P.C., KG
Hi‘“ bory, at Hnl‘y completed his forty-sixth year, having
Wy, flther, Joha ifax on the 10th of November, 1844.
Novh'f‘)l‘d, rlll Sparrow Thompson, was a.native of
M: in N ﬁ“d ; and, when young, emigrated to
fop O » Where he filled several important public
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\ o laving been Queen's pr d sub 1
Umbey of » Queen’s printer and su sequently,
t“ih“r BY8tem of Nye&!s, Superintendent of the Money
Qdik:ior t the adit ova Scotia. He wasa frequent con-
orial columns of the Nova Scottan, then
8te Hon, Joseph Howe, and enjoyed a high
g‘(:ntglrta.ceful and scholarly writer and an
n eman. Juo the battle for Responsible
Moy _N’ov;’ She ‘f&f! a most ardent follower of Hon. Mr.
chm:lth aﬁecg_tmﬂgreatest son, whose name, abbrevi-
'_hed wity lonate familiarity to *“Joe Howe,” is
1% Weg, who ? warm regard by the people of his native
by Mit, i v, Ove to tell of that great tribune’s spark-
Otha““tie min?inderful eloquence, and the many gifts of
g, oOU l'ym’ which rendered him irresistible as a leader
v;fthe deay ©n, and the recollecticn of which is now
%%e nubjectest treasures of his memory.
Yog), ‘""DOn schoof the present sketch attended ome of
Mhog 1OUTRE 5y 0ls of his native city, and subsequently
tll‘ Pﬁncipal the Free Church Academy in Halifax,
iy Pulay Was for many years a remarkably success-
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W}A“dem teacher. Young Thompson on leaving
Rov:dto M{ selected law as & profession and became
d\il, Scotiy - Henry Pryor, D.C.L. At that time in

b ! Wor .8 in many othar pl 1
Deng, '€ Whic ny other places, a large part of the
"eh.:'ln Wag the junior articled student was expected
Wﬁﬁn of the dullest and most useless character,
o ng.out; copies of the voluminous writs and
on vogue, and generally performing the class
. one much more neatly and expeditiously by
Y et fory; dr girl with a Remington or Caligraph.
l‘*m of the l&b]e. undertaking even to pursue an ordin-
M‘ﬁe to ae,adlllgs of thirty years ago ; it was more
vy wa. e out a complete copy of a set, but the
reached by the bewildered student in the
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endeavour to understand the precise points of the super-
subtle technicalties then expanded upon so many reams of
foolscap and called * pleadings.” Nowadays in order to
throw light on some of the passages of Browning, clubs
are formed for the special study of such writings, but the
most ambiguous passage of Browning is lucidity itself
compared with the intricate phraseology to be found in
gome of the writs in the last generation. No conception
of the author of * Sordello” could approach in puzzling
profundity and distracting depth a “ Demurrer” or a
defence under the old practice, but there was no law club
or law school to help the law students of the last gener-
ation who groped along as best they could, aided perhaps
by an occasional suggestion or word of explanation from
the busy practitioner with whom they were articled.
Young Thompson was an extremely industrious student
and not only found time to study the principles of the law
but also studied stenography, and became so proficient as
a stenographer that after his admission to the Bar he
filled the position of official reporter to the House of
Assembly of Nova Scotia for several years. Stenography
even in its highest plane is a profession too little appreci-
ated by all those who have not attempted to master that
difficult art. The general public have the impression that
there is really very little difference between the steno-
grapher who takes down from dictation a few letters every
morning in & merchant’s office and the stenographer who
reports the two hours’ speech of a politician, and soon
afterwards hands to the printer his report absolutely faith-
ful in every respect, except that where improvement in
literary style is desirable such improvement is made accor-
ding to the necessity of the case, all redundancies and
errors disappearing in the process of transcription.
There is as much difference between the ordinary aman-
uensis and such a reporter as there is between the ordinary
sign-painter and a first-class scenic artist. An expert
reporter is expected sometimes to summarize a ten-column
speech so that it will not occupy more than the space of
one column of the newspaper, and yet have no salient
point omitted ; and on the other hand it sometimes is
his duty to compose and substitute for the awkward and
ungrammatical dozen words of another speaker an elegant
and highly embellished oration so that the particular
speaker may not see himself as others saw him. In short
stenography in its most diflicult branches demands not
only mere mechanical speed but endurance, patience,
discretion, and a knowledge not only of oratory and its
gsister arts, rhetoric and logic, but also a knowledge of
human nature and of the tastes of the public.

Young Mr. Thompson became a remarkably proficient
stenographer and found that art a most useful ancillary to
the profession of the law, and there cannot be any doubt
that to the experience he then gainec in reporting the pub-
lic men of that day may beattributed in some degree the
fluency, precision and gracefulness which characterize all
his own public addresses. He was admitted to the Bar in
1865, being then twenty-one years of age. For the first
few years of his career as a lawyer, his practice at the Bar
was small, but he won his way to the front steadily, and at
the age of thirty he was generally recognized as one of
the leaders of the Nova Scotia Bar. He served as an
Alderman of the city of Halifax for several years, and was
also for some time Chairman of the Halifax Board of
School Commissioners. For several years he was President
of the Young Men's Literary Association, and also of the
Charitable Irish Society of Halifax, and he was also one of
the Senate of the University of Halifax while that Uni-
versity existed. During his active professional career he
was connected with almost every important case then com-
ing before the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia for decision.
He was one of the counsel for the United States Govern-
ment in 1874, before the Fishery Commission which sat at
Halifax under the Washington Treaty, and there can be
no doubt that the close study necessarily given to the
whole fishery question at that time has been extremely
serviceable to him on more than one occasion since, and
notably when representing the Government of Canada at
Washington in conjunction with Sir Charles Tupper in
1888.

In 1878 he entered the local political arena, and at the
Provincial elections in October of that year, he was elected
to represent the county of Antigonish in the Local Legis-
lature, the Conservative party at these elections carrying
almost every county in the Province. Hon. Mr, Thompson
became a member of the new Government and Attorney-
(General of the Province, and while he remained in the
Legislature was the de facto leader of his party, although
the Government was generally known as the Holmes
Government, the Premier and Provincial Secretary being
Hon. & H. Holmes of Pictou County. There were very few
opportunities at that time in the Local Legislature for the
display of great debating ability, there being practically no
opposition in the House. Attorney-General Thompson
discharged the duties of his office with conspicuous thor-
oughness and satisfaction, while at the same time
carrying on his ordinary business at the head of the
largest law firm in the Province.

The most important measure introduced into the Legis-

lature during the regime of the Holmes Government was a

scheme for the consolidation of the railways of the Province
under the management of an English syndicate, and the
construction by the syndicate of certain branch lines, While
the opposition to this measure in the House of Assembly was
extremely feeble, the scheme was attacked with remarkable
force and ability in the editorial columns of the Halifax
Morning Chronicle, the writer of the articles being Mr. W.
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S. Fielding, a gentleman then but little known in the
political world, but now the very successful Premier of the
Local Government of Nova Scotia, and the most popular
politician in Nova Scotia. The attack on the “ Syndicate
Scheme ” by the Chronicle was powerful and persistent,
Mr, Fielding aiming his blows with a precision that scemed
most effective. Both houses of the Legislature, however,
endorsed the scheme by large majorities, but on appeal to
the people of the Province soon afterwards the Govern-
mznt, to the surprise of everybody, were defeated, the
Liberals eventually having a small majority in the new
House. The struggle at the polls had been a fierce and
exciting one and the result for a time was so uncertain
that the Conservative party carried on the affairs of the
Province for several months after the elections, with
Attorney-General Thompson as Premier, Hon. Mr. Holmes
having retired from the political arena. On the formation
of the Liberal Government in the same year, 1882, Hon.
Mr. Thompson accepted a position on the Bench of the
Supreme Court of the Province. He had been appointed a
Q. C. in 1879, and was President of the Nova Scotia Bar
Society for several years previous to his becoming a judge,
and, at the time of his promotion to the Bench, was
undoubtedly the ablest and most successful lawyer at the
Nova Scotia Bar.

While on the Bench he displayed in a great degree the
qualities of an ideal judge, prompt in his decisions, invari-
ably courteous to every member of the Bar, and inall his
duties exhibiting an eminently judicial mind.

As a judge he possessed a remarkable faculty for quickly
discovering the crucial point in the most intricate cases
argued before him, even when that point was hidden under
a huge mass of other and apparently relevant questions.
The exercise of this faculty naturally sometimes laid him
open to the criticism of being perhaps too prompt in com-
ing to a conclusion upon the question at issue, and too
tenacious in holding to that conclusion. The writer of this
sketch does not consider himself qualified to testify as to
whether such a criticism in the case of Mr. Justice Thomp-
gon was ever justifiable, but as such a criticism when made
is generally made by the counsel whose argument in the
case has failed to convince the judge, it should be received
with considerable caution and is generally groundless.

While a member of the judiciary, Hon. Mr. Thompson
took an active part in the founding of the Law School at
Halifax in connection with Dalhousie University, and on
its establishment generously consented to hecome one of
its lecturers. He also rendered valuable assistance in
connection with the preparation of the Nova Scotia Judi-
cature Act and Rules by which the system of pleadings
and practice in the Province was greatly simplitied upon
the lines of similar acts in Ontario and England.

An excellent proof of the high reputation he enjoyed ag
a lawyer is to be found in the fact that his lectures at Dal-
housie University were not only attended by the law
students of the University, but also by a large number of
the barristers of the city, who enrolled themselves as
general students of the college for the purpose of hearing
his lectures on “ Evidence.,” These lectures on one of the
most difficult of all legal subjects were remarkably able
addresses, characterized by lucidity, precision and scholarly
finish. In Septomber, 1885, he resigned his position on
the Bench and entered Dominion politics, becoming
Minister of Justice in the Dominion Cabinet. After a
sharp contest he was elected in Antigonish County,and his
subsequent career in the House of Commons is familiar to
every person in Canada. At the last general elections he
was again elected for Antigonish by a majority of 40.

The Halifax Herald and other Conservative newspapers
have occasionally referred to Sir John Thompson as the
next leader of the Conservative party, and he has many
qualifications for the position. He is a sound jurist and a
poliched and persuasive orator. His reply to the Ameri-
can case on the fishery question in 1888 is a singularly
able state paper, in which he displays the astuteness and
acumen of a first-rate lawyer. When the Riel agitation
was at its height, as Minister of Justice he was called upon
to defend the position of the Government, and his address
on that question in the House of Commons was so clear,
comprehensive and convincing that he sstablished for him-
self throughout the whole Dominion a reputation as an
able constitutional lawyer and a most eloquent and power-
ful debater. I have heard a Liberal friend of mine, who
is not prone te acknowledge ability in opponents, concede
in regard to that address with a reluctance that made his
statement all the more forcible, that it was not only the
greatest speech of that great debate, but one of the ablest
speeches ever delivered in the Canadian Parliament, and
this indeed was the outspoken opinion of Liberals and
Conservatives in the House of Commons at the time. Sir
John Thompson has a mind peculiarly judicial in cast, and
his unimpassioned and judicial manner, while not best cal-
culated to win the cheap cheers of a campaign crowd, make
him a most effective debater when addressing a deliberative
assembly. His great speech in the House of Commons on
the Jesuit question was an eminently characteristic one,and
will remain a monument of the oratorical and legal ability.
The powerful argument of the brilliant lawyer became
irresistible when delivered by one apparently showing ¢ the
cold neutrality of an impartial judge.” He has a personal,
professional and political record of unquestioned purity,
and he is unmeasurably superior in ability to any of his
colleagues in the Cabinet. In discharging the ordinary
departmental duties of Minister of Justice, his business-
like qualities have won the admiration of the lay mind, and
all persons having official business with him recognize his




