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P.?RoMINENT CANA IiIAIV S--XXXIV.

0fth following Prornijuent Canadians have already
Pri~ipî TE \EEK: Hon. Oliver MNowat, Sir Danie isn

hteGrant Sir John A. Macdonald, K.C.B., Louis Honoré
k.tc teLJ Sir J. WilliamDasn Sir Alexander Campbell,

one enr TilIey, C'.B., K.C.M.G., Alexander Mc-
.:-A hap1esu, Sicr lichard Cartwvright, ...

auleinC, LL.D., C.M.G., Hon. H. G..Joly, Hon. P

SRvuSir Villiaul Bushl Richards, Hon. Wilfrid Laurier.
ri ' *~. onoré Mercier, Q.,'., lion. William Mfacdouigall, C.B.,

M. ci al Mac icar, D)., LL.D1., Prof. (harles G. D. Roberts,
rli~ alrePXton Youing, M.LA., Hon. Auguste 1Real Angers,
ý1r .Ii.aven,. Maihin Talph Neredith, L..QC,...

.,)h1naPer owland, CB.,KC.%G. Seniator the Hon.
.Ju4iceJ ac nudthe Hou. John Hawkius Hagarty, D)CL.,' Chief

(,'hi," riIf, 4eut-Co. George T. Deuison, Sir Antoin Am
<Iif Ïut! e Archbisho>p O'Brien, Charles MNair, F. R. S.C., andt

JOH 'r1oIPSNK.C..., q.C., INI8TF.R OF I[JUTI(IF
FOR CANADA.

NOVA SCOTIA ca laitimsoine of the brightest stars
Th. 5 flOIV hinin. nteitlculfimmn fCanada.

-tt ro Prvince cal, prou(ily point to 'Sir William
Re~"rncipal Of McGill University, Nontreal; and

tj r. ,GranIt Principal of Queen's University, Kingston, l
au * rs of the frst magnitude in the constellation of

ig aeucat'ionists. Sir William Dawson bas won a
eUtation as a gentleman of great scientific attain-

la leV. Dr. Grant is not only a leading education-i
anlt b's publie addrusses on any sulject always comn-1

W e'dth earnupât attention of the wlhole Dominion, and,1
hel'e t' suject be theological or political, lie invan-i

e 8îbt a broad mindedness and ahlct of tone

rteniticOf thuebest type of Nova Scotians.
fthruaO f constitutional and parliamentary law,1

tb 0 N ova Scotian, Mr. John G. Bourinot, is one of
1 9 Jhest lights. Ris reputation as an authority on

tsentA"8 toucbing the 0anadian Constitution and parlia-
4s Il Y Procedure extends beyond tbe Domîinion, and lie
bel Ornn,.e than ()ne Occasion heen selected to lecture

1  ditedStauniversîties and historical societies in the
Ald i, th on the Canadian Constitution.
jornli't' h'r6-a11m of liht literature and Canadian

%tth , ova Scotia, the borne of dear old Sam Slick
Xiii5 e gifted and insuaficiently appreciated Prof. De

b'asl to day a verv c lever representative in Mn.
qvh J h Griffin n-iow Parliamentary Librarian at Ottawa,

ot -bis1 native city of Halifax to hecome the editor
N otr ronto aPil, in whicb capacity lhe wieldeda
bf 1 vigorous pen for somte years. As the contri-
ir o tyearticles &tDdly,, hc aeapae

thu M.ontreai Gazette, be bas displayed ail the
of a cutured, charming and ciever critic, and it

Lib% - regretted that is arduous duties as Parliamentary
tieln tOw revent biîn from giving to the public more

1etdnonstration of is cenuine literary talent.
Iri"e urvey the field of Canadiari poitics and wisli to

Poi'n1"the vie"w f ersntative Canadians upon the
ton'future of Canada, no more talented or more

t ynlfornmed poiiticai quartette can be selectud

t, 5  f h great parties that divide
1 ""I%~0 On than four Nova Scotian polîticians, Sir

. Ouse bissturdy apend life-long antagonist, lion.
tbe .'.- for Halifax County, Sir John Tbomp-
.e ttlner Of Justice of Canada, and Hon. J. W.
Ij trJO n ,.Guneral of Nova Scotia.

' Parrow David Tbompson, Q.C., P.C., K.C.
'tt'recently completud is forty-sixth yuar, baving

It~ at Jalifax on the 10th of November, 1844.W&tt eri JOhnaSarrow Tbompson, was a native of
lîrkva Ord reland ; and, wbun young, emigrated to
tlou tia) 'l, ehre be flled several important public

'nub aVln een Queuns pinter and subsequently,
a 8 ,ter 0fyuars, Superintendent of the Money
~ilt,. ~ofNova Scotia. H1e was a frequent con-

~e tu tythe edltorial colunins of the Nova Scotian, thun
4Pt ti latu te on. Joseph Howe, and enjoyed a bigb

(optil 81 graceful and scholarly writer and an
oir eut, gentlema . IJn the battle for Rsponsibe

1S5, h6ewas a most ardent fellower of Hon. Mn.
~t ý >4L .a Cotia's gruatust son, wbosu namne, abbrevi-

iro td te a ar fariliarity to "Joe Howe," is
li Ilee 8loveu regard by the people of bis native
nrt Io to tell of that gruat tribune's spark-la ~ o. drful loquence, and the many gifts of

ibrendened bum irresistiblu as a leader
the 0d n the recollectien of whicb is now

t4 ne bu .earellt treasurus of bis memony.
4 tottuectOf the present sketch attendud one of

k,ýoùcisc 0 18 Of bis native city, and subsequently
a ~the Pneu Cbunch Academy in ilalifax,

t'Ici alWas for many yeans a remarkably success-
e Pir ucer. Young Thonipson on leaving

X4 b( ýt, l't slcted law as a profession and became

t, enry Pryor, D.C.L. At that tume in
L', *0k i many other places, a large part of tbe

,tutt w'chthe junior articled student was expected

oftti te dullest and most usuless charactur,
Sthj Out copies of the voluminous writs and

doin Vogue, and genenally purforming the ciase
boy eIniuch more neatly and uxpuditiously by

'17%4 trt " girl with a Remington or Caligrapb.
!ùý t c '4ia"16 undertaking evn topunsue an ondin-

111k le oleadings of tbirty yers ago ; it was more
tl'ttWw eut a complete copy of a set, but the

r'eacbed by the bewildered student in the

endeavour to undurstand the precise points of the super-
subtie tecbnicaltius then expanded upon se many reams of
foolscap and called Ilpleadings." Nowadays in order to
throw lîght on somu of the passages of Browning, clubs
are formed for the spucial study of sucb wnitings, but the
niost ambilguous passage of Browning is lucidity itself
compared with the intnicate phrasuology to be found in
some of the writs in the last genuration. No conception
of the authon of Il Sordello " could approacb in puzzling
profundity and distnacting deptb a "lDemurrer " or a
dufence undur the old practice, but theru was no iaw club
or law school to ht'lp the iaw students of thu last gener-
ation wbo groped along as bust they couid, aided perbaps
by an occasionai suggestion or word of expianation from
the busy pnactitioer with whom they were articled.
Young Thompson was an uxtremely industnious student
and not only found timu to study the pninciples cf the iaw
but also studied stenography, and became s0 proficient as
a stunographer that after bis admission to the Bar bu
filled the position cf officiai reporter to the bouse of
Assembly cf Nova Scotia for severai yeans. Stenegraphy
evun in its bigbust plane is a profession toc little appruci.
ated by ail thosu who bave not attempted te master that
difficuit art. The generai public have the impression that
there is reaily vury little difference between the stene-
grapher who takes down from dictation a fuw letters evury
morning in a merchant's office and the stenographer who
reports the twe heurs' speech cf a politician, and soon
afterwards hands te the pninter bis report absoiutely faith-
fuI in every respect, except that wbure improvument in
literary style is desirablu sucb imprevement is made accor-
ding te the necessity cf the case, ail redundancies and
errors disappeaning in the precess cf transcription.
There is as much difference between the erdinary aman-
uensis and sucb a reporter as there is butweun the ondinany
sign-painter and a flnst-class scenic artist. An expert
reporter is expected somutimes to summarize a ten-coiumn
speech se that it will net occupy more than the space cf
ene celumn nof the newspaper, aud yet have ne salient
point omitted ; and on the othur hand it sometimes is
bis duty te compose and substitute for the awkward and
ungrammaticai dozen words of another speaker an elogant
and bigbly embellisbed eratien se that tbe particular
speaker may not seebimself as others saw bim. In short
stenograpby in its most diflicult branches demoands net
only more mechanical speed but endurance, patience,
discretien, and a knowiedge net only cf onatory and its
sister arts, nbetoric and logic, but aise a kuowiedge cf
human nature and cf the tastes of the public.

Yeung Mn. Thompson bucame a nemarkahly proficient
stenegraphur and found that art a mest useful ancillary te
the profession cf the law, and there cannet be any deubt
that te the expenience bue then gaînec in reponting the pub.
lic men cf that day may bu attributed in somu dugrue the
fluency, precîsion and gracefulnesa wbicb charactunize al
bis own public addresses. Hie was admitted te the Bar in
1865, being then twenty-one years cf age. Fer the first
few yeans of bis caruer as a iawyer, bis prau.tice at the Bar
was small, but bu won bis way te the front steadily, and at
the age cf tbirty bue was generally rucognized as onu cf
the leaders cf tbe Nova Setia Ban. be senved as an
Alderman cf the city cf Halifax for sevurai yeans, and was
aise for some tume Chairman cf the Halifax Board cf
Schoel Commissionurs. For sevunal yeans bu was Presidunt
cf the Young Mun's Literany Association, and aise cf the
Charitable Irisb Society cf Halifax, and bu was aise eue cf
tbe Senate cf the University cf Halifax whiie that Uni-
versity existed. During bis active prefessional cancer bu
was connected witb aimeet every important case thun cein-
ing beforu the Supreme Court cf Nova Scotia for decision.
He was onu cf the counsel for the United States Govern-
ment in 1874, before the Fishury Commission wbich sat at
Halifax unden the Washington Truaty, and theru can bu
ne douht that the close study necessarily givun te the
wbcle fbhery question at that time bas been uxtrumely
4envicuablu te bim on moe than onu occasion sincu, and
notabiy when rupresunting the Goernment cf Canada at
Washington in conjuniction with Sir Charles Tupper in
1888.

In 1878 he entered the local peiitical arena, and at the
Provincial elections in October cf that year, bue was elected
te represent tbe county of Antigonisb in tbe Local Legis-
lature, the Consunvative party at these elections carrying
aimost every county in the Province. bon. Mr. Thonipsonl
becamu a member cf tbe nuw (4overnment and Attorney-
Genunal cf the Province, and while bue remained in the
Legislature was the de facto leader cf bis party, altbough
the Government was generally known as the Holmes
Government, the Premier and Provincial Secretany buing
Hon. S. H. Hoimes of Pictou Ceunty. Theru were very few
opportunities at that tume in the Local Legisiature for the
dispiay cf great dubating ahiiity, there buing practicaily ne
opposition in the bouse. Attorney-Generai Tbcmpson
discharged the duties of bis office witb conspicueus thon-
oughness and satisfaction, wbile at the same time
carrving on bis ordinary business at the bead cf the
iargest law fiin in the Province.

The moat important measure introducud into the Legis-
laturu duning the regime cf the Holmes Government was a
scheme for the consolidation of the raiiways cf tbe Province
undun tbe management cf an Engiisb syndicate, and the
construction by the syndicate cf certain brancb uines. While
the opposition te this measure in the bouse cf Assembly was
extremely feeble, the scbeme waa attacked witb rumankrable
force and abiiity in the editoriai celunins cf the Halifax
3ferning Chronicle, the wniter cf the articles being Mn. W.

S. Fielding, a gentleman then but littie known in the
political world, but now the very successful Premier of the
Local Government of Nova Scotia, and the most popular
politician in Nova Scotia. TIhe attack on the "lSyndicate
Seheme " by the Chronicle was powerful and persistent,
Mr. Fielding aiming his blows witb a precision that stenîed
most effective. Both houses of the Legislature, however,
endorsed the scheme by large majorities, but on appeal to
the people of the Province soon afterwards the Govern-
mant, to the surprise of everybody, were defeated, the
Liberals eventually having a small majority in the new
bouse. The struggle at the poils had been a ierce and
exciting one and the result for a time was so uncertain
that the Conservative party carried on the aflairs of tbe
Province for several months after the elections, with
Attorney-General Thompson as Premier, flon, Mr. ilolmes
having retired from the political arena. On the formation
of the Liberal Government in the same year, 1882, Hon.
Mr. Thompson accepted a position on the Bench of the
Supreme Court of the Province. He had been appointed a
Q. C. in 1879, and was President of the Nova Scotia Bar
Society for several years previous to bis becoming a judge,
and, at the time of his promotion to the Bench, was3
undoubtedly the ablest and niost successful lawyer at the
Nova Scotia Bar.

\Vhile on the Bench bc displayed in a great degree the
qualities of an ideal judge, prompt in bis decisions, invari-
ably courte-ous to every member of the Bar, and in ail bis
duties exhibiting an eminently judicial mind.

As a judge he possessed a remarkable faculty for quickly
discovering the crucial point in tbe most intricate cases
argued before him, evea when that point. was hidden under
a huge ass of other and apparently relevant questions.
The exorcise of this faculty naturally sometimes laid bim
open to the criticism of being perhaps too prompt in coin-
ing to a conclusion upon the question at issue, and too
tenacious in holding to that conclusion. The writer of this
sketch does not considcr himself qualified to testify as to
whetber sucb a criticism in the case of Mr. Justice Thomp-
son was ever j ustifi able, but as such a criticismn when made
is generally made by the counsel wbose argument in the
case bas failed to convince the jiîdge, it sbould be received
with considerable caution and is generally groundless.

Wbile a met-ber of the judiciary, lion. Mr. Tbompson
took an active part in the founding of the Law Schooi at
Hlalifax in connection with Dalhousie University, and on
its establishment generou siy consented to become one of
its lecturers. H1e also rendered valuable assistance ini
connection with the preparation of the Nova Scotia Judi-
cature Act and Rules by which the system of pleadings
and practice in the Province was greatly simplified upon
the lines of similar acts in Ontario and England.

An excellent proof of the high reputation he enjoyed as
a lawyer is to be found in the fact that bis lectures at Dal-
bousie University were not oniy attended by the law
students of the University, but also by a large number of
the barristers of the city, who enrolled themselves as
general students of the college for the purpose of hearing
bis lectures on Il Evidence." These lectures on one of the
most difficult of ail legal subjects were remarkably able
addresses, cbaracterized by iucidity, precision and scbolarly
finish. In Septomber, 1885, bu resigned bis position on
the Bench and entered Dominion poiitics, becoming
Minister of Justice in the Dominion Cabinet. Af ter a
Sharp contest he wag elected in Antigonish County, and bi@
subsequent career in the House of Commons is familia.r to
every person in Canada. At the ]ast generai elections he
was again elected for Antigonish by a majority of 40.

The Halifax Herald and other (Jonservative newspapers
have occasionally referred to Sir John Tbompson as the
next leader of the Conservative party, and he bas muany
qulifications for the position. 11e is a sound jurist and a
poli.-hed and persuasive orator. His reply to the Ameri-
can case on the flshery question in 1888 is a singularly
able state paper, in which he displays the astuteness and
acun-en of a first-rate Iawyor. When the Riel agitation
was at its heigbt, as Minister of J1ustice he was called upon
to defend the position of the Governmnent, and bis address9
on that question in the House of Commons was so clear,
comprebiensive and convincing that he -stablisbed for bim-
self thnoughout the whole Dominion a reputation as an
able constitutional lawyer and a most eloquent and power.
fui debater. 1 have huard a Liberal friund of mine, who
is not prone to acknowledge abiiity in opponents, concedu
in regard to that address with a reluctancu that made bis
statement all the more forcible, that it was not only the
greatest speech of that great dubatu, but one of the ablest
speeches evur delivered in the Canadian Parliamunt, and
this indeed was the outspokun opinion of Liburals and
Conservatives in the bouse of Commons at the time. Sir
John Thompson bas a mind peculiarly judicial in cast, and
bis unimpassioned and judicial manner, while not best cal-
culated to win the cbeap cheers of a campaign crowd, make
him a most effective debater wben addressing a dliberativu
assembly. Ris great speech in the bouse of Conimons on
'he Jesuit question was an eminently chanacteris3tic one,and
will remain a monument of the oratorical and legal ability.
Tbe powurful argument of thu brilliant lawyer bucame
irrusistible when delivered by one apparently sbowing Ilthe
cold nuutrality of an impartial judge. " He bas a persona],
profussional and political record of unquestioned punity,
and bu is unmuasurably superior in ability to any of his

icolleagues. in the Cabinet. In discbarging the ordinary
departmental duties of Minister of Justice, bis business-
like qualities bave won the admiration of the lay mi, and
ail persons having official business witb bim recognize his

Fxu,,Ally Uth,


