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READINGS FROM CJURRENT LITERA TURE.

SYM PlATHIY.

WE talked together, you and 1
Itwatt a queenly niglit in June:

Low hnng the moon in yonder sky,
And on your cheek low glanced the moon.

Your gentie hand was mine te boid
My iii fed heart began te speak;

And ever, as the tale was told,
Dear friend, the moon watt on your check.

Oid ioss that would net lt me rest,
Old grief that slept, but ever lay

A languid ioad upon my breast,
Awoke, and wept thenselves away.

Up climnhed the, moon, slow wared the, niglît,
And atili yen bent te hear mue speak

1 drank the comfort of the liglît
In these briglit toars upon your check.

Frein off my life the hurdens fall,
Stili in their grave through tranquil years

'They rest, those weary sorrows al,
Tiîat faded in thle light of tears.

-- Danske Dandridge, in IHarper's Býazar.

AN AhMUSINO ANECDOTE ABOUT CIIOATE.

TnE study which Choate made of words, the wonderful
richness of bis vocahulary, whle it had mucli te de with
bis power ever a jury, had a fantastic Bide te it, which
naturally gave pint te sarcasin. Thus, Mr. Justice Wilde
of tbe Supreme Court of Massachusetts, commenta in bis
dry way oni the passion of the groat advocate for adding te
bis verbal equipinent. And wben a mnemiber of the bar
happened te asir the judgp if ho had heard that Worcester
bad just publi8bed a new edition of bis dictionary, with a
great numrber of additional words, Wilde answered : " No,
1 bad net heard of it;- but, fer God's sake, don't tel]
Choate." No doubt (Jhoate Iimaeif weul<l have appreciate(i
the pint of this sally ; for ne one watt more censciuu
of the exuberant prodigality of bis utterances, which, how-
ever, the judgo himself would probably have been as unwil-
ling as anybedy te restrain. The torrent of is speech
bore down on its reýsistlesa flow the fact and argumuent of
opposing counsoi, but yet this was net (lue se mucb, after
al), te the flow of his eioquence as te the skill withî which
lie laid tiare the weak pints of bis adversary, and the
imaginative ingenrity that put the case in a new and tetally
unexpected ight.-"Ain Jnspired Advocufe,' in tuut
Areruu._____

H ELIGOLANI)-

Tuap relative value of national possessions is curieusiy
illustrated by the fact that England, with ber 9,000,000
square mîiles of the eartlî's Surface, -eceîves for this littie
iBiand, which is net as large as Central Park, an indemrity
repi esentinig about liaif a muilion square toiles of African
boil. Even tlîHinîay prove bass than profitable, for 11eligo-
landt yields an aniual revenue of $40000, while lie would
ho a bol<l projîhet te assert that, any Eurepean power wili
roake both ends rocet in the adrîiitratioiî of the Black
(' ontinient. But tlîouglî as a mercantile exdhangotbe lritish
have received a questionable property froin Gerîeany, stilI
it is a mnatter of congratulation for the civilized werld thiat
the two greatest Protestant nations of Europe, both be-long-
ing te the saine Germîanic race, and hotb rivais in the saine
industrial field, should have removed frein between thein
the cause of wliat niight at any titne provoke a war.
Ileligoland becanue English after thc defeat of Napoleon
and his exile te Elba. At that tune ne one but Gneisenau-
dreamed of sucli a tlîing as a tnighty Gerînan Empire,
stretching frein the oct-an te th(- Russian frontier, and
Englauîd lad little difficulty in holding it by treaty. [t
lies adjacent te Germiaîy's greate4t seaport, au,1 cemînands
the approacli te the Second in imîportance as well. If a
fereigut power slîeuld dlaim possession cf Block Island or
Figher's Island, we could realize how Gerînans regard
Il1eligoland ini British bands. Or if we could imagine an
island off the uîouth of the Mississippi, or hetween Sandy
l-look and Fire Island, the cases would be sorrewbat anale-
gens, provided the Britisb flag iioatd over thei. Fortu-
nately -1leiîgoland bas long since ceased te bc considered
valuabie te England, whie te Cerniany it bas risen un
importance with every increase in the Germnan navy,
every addition te Gernîany's merchant marine, and, above
aIl, every indication of having te reekon with Russian or
Frenchi cruisers.-Pouftney Iiigelow, Linifarprs lVeekly.

INVENTION AND TuEF PRESS.

Tiip growtb ef the printing business is one of the most
wonderful phenemena of the century. The increase in the
number, size, and circulation of daily and weekly journals,
magazines, and ther periodical publications is startling
even te tbose whe bave watched its course for ffty years.
The consumption of printing paper in the UJnited States
amounts te about as rnany tons in 1890 as it did peunds
in 1790. The regular Sunday issue of a leading metrepoli-
tan daily requires fron sixty te eigbty tons of white paper
Many trains of freight cars weuld be required te transport
the weekly output of one of the many grca, pidEishîing

houses. Science and invention have been taxed to supply
niaterial for paper, and the printing industry, as it now
exists, exhibits some of tbe greatest triumphs of inventive
genius. The newspaper had a slow growth until the steam-
ship and the telegrapli annihilated distance and made al
the civilized world one common neigbbourhood . thon, as
if the conditions for whicb it bad waited woro cerne, it
entered on a career of developinent such as the wildost
entlîusiast could net have foreseen in bis most fantastic
dreains. It is to-day the most potential of ail influences
in moilding public opinion and directing the course of
events. 1oubtless the nowspaper bas its fanîts, for it is
miade te sait the deniands of the reading public and, there-
fore, caters to varions tastes. It is tee oftben an intermod-
dit-r in private affairs, too of ten intensely partisan in
politics, int rnperately sectional in religion or unwhole-
sonieiy bigoted in secielegy. But, with ail its defects, tho
riewspaper is, noxt te tbe school, the great educator of our
tie, ani th inaont of good that it accomplishes should

niake us toebrant of the evil that is justly charged te its
aceotint. The daiiy papers gather frein the pulpit, frein
legisiative halls, fron secular and religieus conventions,
frein scîentific and sociological bodies, frein magazines,
books, interviews and ail other -ources of information the
freshest thought, the iatest views on ail sides of overy
question that attracts public attention. The creain of
current thought is found in the editorials, interviews, cor-
respondence, and extracts printed in the leading daiiy
papers. Thli results of the learning eof ail the ages are con-
densed in these utterances. Wben tlîey are, ciassified and
collated se as te give a just and adequate view of prosent
opinion on a live issue, who can conceive of a more power-
fui and usoful educational influence than such a collection?
-The' Inventive Age.

TIIREE ROSES.

ToeeTîîER on a siender spray they bung,
F)owered witb equal beauty, passing fair,

And bient, as thougli an unseen censer swung,
Their mingled perfunie with the nîorning air.

Net theirs the fate te linger till decay
Strewed their sweet scented petals on the greund,

For ere the close of that bright. summer day,
Each sister rose another fate had found.

TIwined in thenineshes of a heauty's bair
O)ne hiossoni faded slowly, heur hy heur,

Until at parting, seine one in despair
As a memnente craved the withered flower.

One went an offliring te a vain coquette,
Who plucked its heaves, andi ns they fluttering fell,

WViiHpeýrtd( a test that lias believers yet,
11e loves me-loves nie nt-be loves me well.

A niaiilen's forn lies in a darkened rom,
In folded hands, upon a pulseless breat,

One touch of colour ini the deepening gloom,
The last of the tbree roses is at rest.

ENVOV.
O Love and cruel Deatb, se far apart,

Rose sisters fair, couid I but change witli tîje
And choose the fate of eitiier of the three,
O happiest rose of ail, nîy choice would he

iThy place aboe the maiden's pulseless beart!
-J. IL. Sye)&s, in Cltaeenters' Journal.

TUP LIFE 0F A FUNN)v LECTURER.

TuE lecture piatforin (alack that it should bc so) is
becoîîue a boeth ini Vanity Fair, and they tlîat stand
therein have wares te sdil. And tlîeir be some of us,
standing in the market place, who înourn, that the passer-
by may lamnent unto us ; soune of ns there ho whe pipe,
that the liglit of heart inay danîce. And others stili are
tiiere, goed as the best of tiiose who toil, and stand idie evan
until the eleventbheur, because neonman bath hired thenu.
But alike are they ahl in the market place. The lecture
businîess s a " business." The lecturer invests-comipara-
tively speaking-tiiuch in it. He causes te be made a
litlîogra1 îh of hiînself, which resembies lim "as the mist
reseîîîbles ramn," or a silver dollar resenîbles the goddess of
liberty. Ho compiles a book of 9" press notices," se
unnforinly and extravagantly laudatory that we miglit fear
lio stood in danger of the wee proneunced upon us wlien
ail men shahl speak weli of us, did we net suspect that the
press notices undergo a rigid civil-service examination, and
that only the fittest for the business e3urvive the erdeal
of natural selection. Hie salaries an advance agent, or
nesties unrder the wirîg of a lecture bureau,.lHe providt-s
for himself uany changes of raiment, extra sandals, and
scrip for bis purse. He pays fuît railway fares ; often lie
travols hundreds of miles between engagements ; lieeats
wben lie bas oppertunity and there is auglit te eat ; ho
gees te bed wben the committoe is tee sleepy te sit up in
bis rom any longer; ho passes sleepiess niglits on freiglit
trains; lie endures, hecause ho must, the maddening roar,
and racket, and rush, and jar of railway trains, day after
day, months in succession; lie lives without cempanion-
ship ; there is ne time te read ; lie hears ne lectures save
bis ewn, and of thein perhaps lie grows aweary. He
attends ne concerts, ne thoatre ; lie sees little of bis f riends,
leus cf bis famiiy.-Rolbert J. Burdelic, in thie August
Forum.

MODESTY.

"WIAT hundred books are best, think you 1 said,
Addressing one devoted te tIe peu.

Ho theuglit a moment, thon lie raised bis bead:
1 hardly know-I've written only ten."

-John Kendrick Banys, in The Century.

PYGMIES IN AFRItCA.

TinE longevity of the aniumal creation found in the
rivera and shades of these aged woods is something wortb
giancing at. The elephant and thue hippopotaînus and the
crocodile rnay boast of their four hundred years of life, the
tortoise a century, the buffale fifty years ; the crows,
eagles, ibis, and touracos nearly a century ; the parret, the
heron, and flamingo sixty years. Frein the chimpanzees,
babeens, and monkeys, with which the ferest abounds, is
but a stop, according te Darwinisun, te the pygmy tribes
whom wo fonnd inliabiting the tract of country between
the Ilium and Ituri Rivers. They wore knewn te exist
by the Fathor ef peets nine centuries before tho beginning
of the Christian era. Yen may remember Hemer wrote
about the sanguinary battle that was reported te have
taken place between the pygmios and the sterks. In the
if th century before Christ, Herodotus described the cap-

ture cf five young explorors frein Nassamoves while they
were exaïnining some curions trees in the Niger basin, ani
how the little mon took thon te their villages and sbowed
theuM about te tlueir fellow-pygmies nuch as yen would
like us te show the pygmies about Englauid. The
geograplier Hekata'us in the if th century iocatt d the pyg-
mies near the Equator of Africa, under the shadows of the
Mountains of the Moon, and 1 find that frein Hipparchns
downward geegraphers bave faitbfully fellowed the exainple
of Ilekatoeus, and nearly a year ago we feund thein where
they had been lecated hy tradition under the naines of
Watwa and Wambutti. The forest which we have boon
jnst censidering extends riglit up te the base-lineocf the
Mountains of the Meon. We were.just now paying due
reverence te the kings ef the forest wbo were bern bofore
the foundations of tîhe tower on Shinar plainu were laid,
and becanse it seemed te us that in their life they united
pre-histeric times te this society-journal-loving nineteenth
century, lot us pause a littie and pay honor te those
littie people wbo have outlived the prend Pharaohs of
Egypt, the chesen people of Palestine, and the Emperors of
Babylon, Ninevtb, Persia, and the Macedonian and
Roman Empires. They have actnally been able te bold
their lands for ever fifty centuries. 1 bave lately seeuu the
wear and tear on the Pyramida of Egypt, and I cau cortify
that the old Sphinx presents a very battered appearanct'
indeed, but the pygmies appeared te me as briglît, as
fresh, and as young as the generation which Ilouner sang
about. Yen will therefore understand that 1, who bave
always professed te love bumanity in preference te beetlea.
was as mucli interested in these smaîl creatures as Henry
Irving miglit bo in the personnel of the Lycenin. Noar a
place called Avetike, on the Ituri River, our hungyry nmen
found the first male and fernale of the pygiulies squatted in
the midst of a wild Edien peeling plantains. Yeu can
imagine wbat a sbock it was te the poor littie creatures at
finding theinselves suddenly surrounded by gigantic Soud-
anese 6 foot 4 indhes in beiglit, nearly double their ewn
heiglît and weiglit, and black as ceai. But my Zanzibaris,
a]lways more tender-hearted tban Soudanese, prevented the
ciubbed rifle and cutlasses frein extinguishing their lives
there and thon, and breugît thei te nme as prizes in the
sanie spirit as tbey weuld bave brouglit a big baw.k metb
or nîaunmoth longicern fer inspection. As they stoed
trembiingiy befere me I named thue littie man Adsm and
the miniature wernan Eve, far more appropriate naines in
the wild Eden on the Ituri than the Vukukuru and Aki-
okwa which tbey gave us. As 1 looked at thein and
theuglit how thiese represented the eldest people on tho
globe, my admiration would bave gene te groatez lenigths
than scoffing cynics weuld bave expected. Peer
Greekish berees and Jewisb patriarclis, how their glory
paled before the ancient ancotry of thosenmanikins! [lad
Adani known bow te assume a tragic pose, liow fitly lie
miglit have said, IlYea, yen may welI look on us, for we
are tho only people living on the face of thc eartb whîe
frein prima-uval tino have nover boen removd frein their
homes. Before Yusuf and Mesu were ever heard of we
lived in these wild abades, frein the Nule Fountains te the
Sea of Darkness, and, like the giants of the fereat, we
despise turne and fate." But, poor little things, they said
nothing of the kind. Tbey did net knew they were boira
of sncb prend and unequalled beritage. On the contrary,
thoir faces said clearly enougli, as tbey furtively looked at
one and the other of us, "Where have these big people
come frein 1 Will they eat ns " Thero were some nerveus
twitcbes about the angles of the nette and qnick upliftings
of the eyelids, and swift, searching looks te note wlat fate
was in store fer thein. I is net a confortable feeling
which possesses a victim in the presence of a possible
butcher, and a possible consumer of its fleali. That misery
watt evident in the little Adam and Eve of the African
Eden. The beiglit of the man watt 4 foot, that of the
woman a littie less. lHe may have weiglied about 85
pounds ; the celer of the body watt that of a lialf-baked
brick, and a liglit brewn fell stood eut very clearly. Se
far as natural intelligence watt concerned, within its limited
experience, le was certainly superier te any black man in
our carp.-From Hlenry M. Staniey's recent addreséi be/ore
the lt'o aI 6ographical Society.


