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is legal tender, maIres the note current, not the arnount of
specie reserve.

"Sound Currency " deals sornewhat obscurely with
one of tbe great menits of our bank note currency, its
power of adapting itself rapidly to the needs of commerce.
When the demand for rnoney suddenly increases the banks
can promptly supply it, and I would be very sorry to see
this feature of our system irnpaired. Perhaps it would be
impaired by substitutîng $5 and $10 Government notes
for bank notes of the same denominations, but IlSound
Currency " does not show that it would. The sooner he
shows it the botter, if lie wants to retain the Government
note issue within its present dimensions.

ht is quito natural that my critic, who is evidently a
practical banker, should regard it as the most serious of
ail objections to a Government currency, that it means
Iltaking froin the banke a loaning power of thirty to thirty-
six millions." I do not urge that tbey should be deprived
of this loaning power, but this is the view taken by many
who are as much opposed to the Ilrag baby " as either Mr.
Goldwin Smith or IlSound Currency " ie. The strongest
plea for a (lovernrnent currency with the multitude is that
the banke make a profit by the issue of their notes, apart
altogether from the profit made on their deposit and dis-
count business. 1 cannot see the wisdom, from "lSound
Ourreney's " own point of view of lugging this into the
controvorsy. Were I arguing his case 1 would feel dis-
posed to let that particular sleeping dog lie, and to make
dlean the fact that other moane than an extension of
Dominion note circulation may bo successfully resorted to
for the protection of bank note holders against annoyance
and losd. WM. HOUSTON.

Tornto, Ppb. 2nd, 1889).

METHODS 0F M OILL.

l'o the Editor of Tii WEEK:

SIR,-Allow mie as a student of the separate classes for
womon in McGill to express the surprise we feel on
neading the lettoe of Mr. Hague. In so far as these letters
have relation to any of your correspondents 1 have
neither timo non inclination to interfene. But in Ro far
as tbey reflect upon one of our Professors 1 feel it îny
duty to state that eithen he must know very littie of
McGill, or nothing whatever of the Professon in question,
and we feel it very hard indeed that the Govennors should
allow Mr. Hague to act as he is doing, to the injury of
our Aima Mater. If ho had publised bis letter in
Montreal wbere the Professor is well-known and beloved
by every one, we should not have minded so much. But
we hope that the good people of Toronto will neyer for a
moment helieve that any one of our Professors, whorn we
love and revero for their self.sacrificing work arnong us,
could ever be guilty of oven the barest possibility of what
Mr. Hague bas said.

We think, of course, that it is a pity that the Princi-
pal did flot witbdraw his charges immediatoly, as ho was
in honour bound when be saw he had made ever s0 littie
a blunder, and I arn sure wo should ail have admired bim
the more for it.

I think it would bie difficult for the Principal or Mr.
Hague to find either in or out o? College a man who bas
heen so conspicuoueiy reticent about bis opini.'rns on co-
education as Profossor Murray bas been. Indeed the
general feeling is one of surprise at his falling in and
doing the work o? the separate classes as if it liad been
one o? bis pet schemes. I wonder if the Governors have
over asked tbemselvos what would have become o? these
classes if Professor Murray had declined to give themn the
weight of his name. Fontunateiy the reward he bas got
?nom the students is different ?nom wbat be appears to
have received from the Governors.

Since I bave said so much I hope it is not telling tales
out o? school for one to add that we are thankful to have
the separate classes, even at the expense o? our Profossors,
as they are betten than notbing. The men flatter thom-
selves very much if they fancy we care wbether tboy are
present or absent. But if our separato classes are intondod
to dovolop into a separate College, a bigh-class ladies'
achool, woy bave enough of tbemn already. What those of
us who are in earneet want is a University Education,
and notbing short of it, and the money with wbicb it is
proposed to endow four Women's Coileges is not sufficient
for one. A DONALDA STUDENT.

READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURK.

TIuE AnOMlA 0F LIFE.

BEAUTY bath its charme, but the cbarms of gracions 1
mannere far outweigh them. The manners that express a i
kindly, sympathotic beart, open to the influence o? another 1
personality as the flowen to the Sun, and as unconsciouely
giving back its own fragrance, are a gif t that far outshines
physical graces. Who of us bave not forgotten a plain
face, or seen it grow beautiful, under the witcbery o?
beautiful manners, the expression o? a well.poised mind ?i
Leanning can be acquired, politonese may ho cultivated,i
but manner is the expression of tbe nature and brings the 1
object to its own level, at least for the moment. We go (
out from tbe presence of gentle manners at peace witb the i
world. Some o? us carry the ideal o? perfect grace witb
us, aspiring but neyer reaching, saying witb Petrarcb, I
have once beheld on eanth angelic manners &nd celestiali
charma whose very remembrance is a delight and an inflic-t
tion, since it makes ail things else appear but dneam and
ahadow. » Tennyson says, IlKind nature is beet; " for he

knew that offenco could nover corne whero the heart felt
tbe brotherhood ofrnan. What is rudeness but a disregard

1of anotber's rights l Wbat is discourtesy but a disregard
ifor another's feelings ?i Who that loves bis neigbbour as bim-

self ever gives offence'? XV think o? culture as the high-
est forrn of the intellectual, but it is perfect only as the
heart has kept pace witb the head, and sees in its owfl
development a new responsibility, a new debb to the world.
Manners are the expression of oun nature. Mannere are
nature; politenees, v3,neering; and he is a dullard who is
not able to distingruish. Lot us lose the phrase, 'ILearn
to be polite, " and say, rather, 1' Cultivate the heart and head,
that the stature of a perfect man may ho reached. " True
manner sees the limitations of another's temporarnent and
opportunity, and leaves them untrarnmelled, knowing overy
man bas bis own code o? morale and politenees which only
individual dovlopment can change, feeling with Goethe,
" We arrived best at true toleration when we let pass in-
dividual peculiarities, whetbor of persons or peoples, with-
out quarrelling with them ; holding fast, nevertheless, to
the conviction that genuine excellence is distinguished by
tbis mark, that it-belongs to ail mankind. "-Chtristian
Union.

ORIGINALITY AND IMITATION.

Ir is curious to note bow many excellent ideas have faiied
to bring forth the abundant harvest of good that înight
bave been expected o? them simply because they have been
urged with more zeal than wisdom, and bave been quite
divorced fnrom some other ideas which they needed for their
full consummation. The excellence o? originality, for
example, is rnucb and rigbtly dwelt upon. For a man to
be him)self, not a servile imitation o? some one else, to pre-
serve bis individuality intact, to think bis own thougbts,
to utten bis own sentiments, to live bis own life, is certain-
ly the noble and nianly tbing to do. And yet, if he be so
possessed with this idea that he neglects to draw upon out-
side sources for knowledge and inspiration-if he ignores
excellences whicb he doos not possese and disdains to profit
by the chanactere and examples of others-his lifo will pro-
babiy ho so meagre and poor that it will hardly be worth the
living. There is nothing in literaturo more despicable than
plagiarism ; yet the author who sbould on thie account ceaso
to read, refuse to obtain information from trustwortby
sources, and decline to ponder the thougbts of great think-
ors, or to observe the style of fine writers, would soon flnd
that bis own volumes wore deeervedly lot without readers.
New thoughts, ideas, aime, methode, plans are in the air.
Whatever is good in them is due from every nation who
originatos them to every other, ?rom overy individual who
conceivos of thern to every other. Wbat f olly to reject
thorn because they are not original.! The question is not.
are they rilino or yours or some one else's i Non, are they
American or English or Germian, but are they true 1 Are
they good? Are they adaptod to our needs? True origin-
ality, while nobly living ite own lifo and disdaining to copy
tbat of another, is yet thank fui for every influence that
helps it to ascend and to expand, juet as the healtby plant,
while retaining ail its individuality, welcomnes every seet
itifluence of gentle breeze, inspining sun and refresbing nain,
and grows strongor and langer, more beautiful and mono
fragrant, wbile absonbing themn into hie own existence.-
Philadeip)hin Ledger.-

I'ERE HYACINrEN AND IIIS WORK.

TuE wonk wbich Pore H1yacinthe is doing in Franco
for hie countrymen is o? the most serious importance. H1e
would dam uip the freshet of infidelity and rostrain its de-
structive force. With an eloqiience surpassed only by
that of Bossuet, and a delicacy of rhetoric almost equal to that
of Massillon, ho lacks only the opportunity to maIre a strong
impression on the mind as woii as the beart of hie age.
Hie is now cabined, cribbed, confined by tbe indifference-
or, btter, the in justice-of the Govennmont, and the vory
natural but still unfair prejudîce of the church wbich was
once proud of hie fame and influence. Pore Hyacinthe
should have a cburcb lange enoughi to give scope to bis
populanity. With an edifice of suitabie size and in a sui-
table location-France could easily spare him one o? the
numerous churches of Parie-ho would ho materially
assisted in one of the most remankable and intonesting
exponiments of the time.-New York Herald.

SPEAK KINDLY.

WHIY should not mon who are àseociated togothen in
business study and practise the law of kmnd wonds toward
eacb other I Wby should not tbe master speak kndiy to
bis servantI Wby ebould not one speak kindly to a
etrangor who miay ask him a questionI Why should not
those wbo differ in opinion address eacb other in tbe use
o? nespectful and kindly words? Why should not those
who oppose moral evils tompon thein language with tho law
o? kndness in the form o? utterance?1 Wby ehould flot
the minister o? the Gospel, the doctor and the nurse in the
sick-room, the buyer and the seller, the banken and the
merchant, the governor and the govenned, the judge on hie
bencb, the warden o? a prison, and, indeed, every man and
every woman, on ail occasions, in ail circumetances, and
unden ail provocations, both study and practise the iaw o?
kind words in tbe total intercourse of life f rom the cradie
to tbe graveI There je an amazing power for good or evil
in words. A large part of buman influence je exercised
through thie channol. What one je in life, how ho affects
othene, and how they will feel toward him, depends veny
greatly upon the usé ho makres o? hia tongue. If ho goes

through life witb a iawless and acnid tongue, as the instru-
mont of an equally lawlese and acrid heant, hurling epithets
right and le? t at othors, blistering the sensibilities of bis
fellow-men by hie own vehemence, and disgusting them
with bis vulganity, lio may set it down as a fact that ho
will make himeel? a nuisance in the social systom. Every-
body will be afraid of him, and mana'ge, as far as possible,
to koep dlean of him, If, on the other baud, hie sweetene
hie owvn life with kindness of feeling and kindnees o? words,
ho will always be a pleasanit pereon to meet, to talIr witb,
and be acceptable and agreeable anywhere and everywbere.
Society will ind good use for such a pereon, and will use
him to its advantage and bis advantage. Kind words are
the cheapest, and, at the saine time ini practical power for
good results, the rnost potent words that one can use.-
The Independent.

ORAL TRADITION.

Jr is said that the invention o? writing injured the power
o? mernory, and years ago, befone the echoolmaster was
abnoad as hoie i nowadays, it was possible to meet witb
rnany instances o? strong memcnizing capacity arnong
pensons wbo could neither nead non write. Compiicated
accounts could ho kept by the aid of a "tally" only, and the
memnory o? miany a smnall fariner or petty rural sbopkeeper
wae hie only ledgen and order bock. Lt is certain that
since the art cf writing lbas hecornu an almoet univensal
accomplishrnent, the faculty ofîneuory, being lese needod,
je less cultivated. Long after the invention o? lettere our
fonefathens rested inuch upcn oral tradition. Antiquanians
asseet that one of the1 ancient races of I taly po.isessed no
written language, and even where written characters were
in use, oral tradition fcrmed an important supplement to
tbema. ,Folk ]ore" tales a1:d ballade have been handed
down from hlp to lup for tý' uries with curions fidelity.
A writer of somef thirtY Yeans agoi mentions that one o?
Hierrick's finest devotional pieces, hie "lLitany," wae re-
peated verbatirn hy a poon ol womnan, one o? wbose ances-
tresses bad been servant to I{errick's succoseor at Dean
Prior. 'Tle old wvoman bad nover seen the poem jR pint;
and neither she non bier pre'de-cessors could read. These
"inight prayers," as the old damne described them, had corne
down on the lis o? these unlottered women for nearly
two centuries, and the ten verses of the- hymn were as
accurateiy necorded in the memory of the hast neciter as in
the printod pages o? Jlerrick'sfNoble Numbers. When oral
tradition was recognized as a veliclo for actual information
more cane was taken regarding its accuracy than wonhd ho
the case in these days. The 01(1 neciters.jealonsly guarded a
time-honoured form o? words even in their prose narratives.
Breton peasants, nowadays, notably those who possese a
talent as raconteuirs, will repeat a legend or a story with
ecrupulons fidelity to the establisbed fonm in which they
have aiways huard the incidente related, and will check a
travellen wbo attemp lts to deviate f rom theorothodox version
with IlNay, monsieur, the story should begin thus," repeat-
ing the regular formula o? the tale. During the
persecution o? the Waldenses, in the tbirteenth century,
when thein version o? the Suiptures was probîbited
and destroyed where-ver found, their ministers coin-
mitted wbole books o? the sacred volume to momory, and
repeated chapters at their religions meetings. Even the
lay members o? their body adopted the saine meane o? pro-
sorving their boioved Provençal version. Reiner mentions
knowing one rustic, unable to read or write, who conid yot
ropoat the entine book o? Job, according to the translation
condomned by the council of Toulouse, in 1229. IlThey
have taken away my dean tutor, but they can not take
away my Teleinachus, for J have it safe in my huart, " said
the littie Duke of Burgun'ly, when deprived of the instruc-
tions o? Fenelon, whose Telernachius was nepneeented to
Louis XIV as a covent attack on bis mode o? goverriment.
It wouid be tedious to enumerato the many instances in
wbich tradition bas preserved wbat witten histories were
forbidden to chronicle. Traditions may at least dlaim to
bc ae accurate as written hietory ; though this, perbape, je
faint praise. Oral tradition is usuaîîy froc frorn conscione
party bias. The nepeaters of traditional lore cari-y on the
tale as they hieard it; but lîow many an cloquent bietonian
appenre to assume a brie? for onu side on another in overy
party contest, and to Write hie bietory with a view, not o?
lucidating facts, but o? reprosonting certain bistonical

characters as angeis or the reverse. That ugly popular
adjective wiii adhere to Queen Many'e namne in spite of the
efforts oflier beet apologiste; and even Lingard's eioquence
fails to shako popular belie? in the excellencies o? Il Good
Qneen Bees,"' and theoIlgolden days " o? ber reign. Some-
times local tradition danes to array itseof in open opposition
to received history. Folkr lore, if not an ai.together reliabie
guide, is soldoin totaliy at fauît in its statement o? facte,
and tradition bas frequently kept alive memroies wbich
might otherwise bave perishied altogether. Books rnay ho
deetroyed and history willfully ganbled, but it je lees easy
t, extingnish louai traditions-London Standard.

MUSIC AND THE _DRAMA.

We shah ho giad if our fniends wil eend us musical
items o? local and general interest, as wo wieb to maIre
thie dopartmient one whicb shahl reflect the musical newe
o? the Dominion. AIl such sbouid reach thie office not
later than Monday afternoon.

DR. DAVIES' ORGAN RECITAL.

ON Thureday evening of last i#eek a fair audience was
gpthered in tbe Western Congregationai C hurch on Spadina
Avenue, when an oid favounite, Dr. Charles F. Davies, o?


