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*0ll for us to, listen ta any one who professes to teach us how we may rise
ah~OV8 Our present imperfection.

M1r. Oliphant thinks that it was the suppression of the mystical. sects
the early Churcli, the Gnostics and other no called heretics, that led to

the corruption of Christian doctrine and life. ~If we break off from. him, at
thj8 Point, we shall be indisposed ta receive bis revelations. But, at any
1ftte, we cannot deny that there is nome trutli in what lie says of the change
WIich came over a great deal of the teaching of the Christian Church.

lu 161ceorwrd li e says, "lreligion in the West became, not the reposi.

tle of occuit knlowledge of mysteries more or less divine, but a system. by
wIIieu men were assured of their escape from. eternal torments, and their
laf passage ta endless joys. . . . The whole tendency of this teaching was
tfix men's minds far more intcnsely upon the future than upon the

Pennt; and as its cardinal principle in regard ta the future was the selfish
%ttaiiment of everlasting bliss, it followed as a natural consequence ini
"It cases that their abject in the present life was ta secure ta tbemselves
eartly bappinpss, or, if they feared that this miglit injure their eternal

~l*ento lad them into asceticism."
NOone can deny that there in a large measure of truth in these charges.

T 48Y are repeated in varjous forms, the author even gaing ta the length of
delaring that Ilif Christ were ta, appear in the flesb in Christendom, Hie

*Ould be unable ta find a follower "-a statement whicb we do not believe

11, mre than we believe that Mr. Oliphant is "la teacher sent framn God."
lie admuts, however, that "lthe civilization which calis jtself by this name

ha tiIl more divine life in it than the relative barbarismi of the East."

Acrigto aur author there is, for ail this, a good time coming.
h8processes of the dlivine quickening are moving steadily forward,

8leaigvital impulses which will prove uncontrollable ta those who
0ueUlider their influence, and suggesting an irresistible instinct for aggre-

Ration. Uon aIl classes, and in diverse countries, takcing no accaunt of
1%%or creed, or colour, does tbis new life descend ; and as those who are

8tirred byit move, do they recognize their alffinity ta, others similarly
ected) and the magnetic attraction which is inherent in the vivifying

PrinciplM
th5tile draws them together, at present slowly and athwart obstacles

ha Ould seem insurmountable-for in the early ages the recipients of
le if6 feel weak and bewildered." And se, forth.

Wheni we, came to consider how the evils of the time are ta be remedied
%udt this new life is ta, operate, we canfess that aur powers of exposition

"0Put t h tecny htte alui o bouey e ra

~t ai uly. We miglit say that Mr. Oliphant applies the atomic theory
' i visible world,bdeclaring that there aie psychicai and pneumatic

andFi nolecules, and that the union of the female principle with the
ut t ner certain conditians is the way ta the redemption. of mankind.

Out th0 wF6.ords would convey very littie notion of any actual realities ta
Il~ minds or those of aur readers.

OlIiphant behieves that, during the lifetime of bis wife, there was
th an Olentimate spiritual union between him and lier that the thouglit of

elled the Passed into the other, and generated ideas whicb the one dictated
,*dteOther wrote down, and now that she bas passed into the invisible

'p0rld lie believes that the same process stili gaes on, and, in short, this

"'enlt book is, in great measure, the resuit of lier cammunications.

thTeebare :tatements are very ungatisfactury, and we cannot copy out

e,ý4aywhich lie gives of them, at the end of the work. To those, liow-

4ue '0really care ta study the book, we may advise the pursuit of that
?esnltî Y beoegoing thraugb the whole work. But wbat will be the

thelt * Other praphets have appealed ta the conscience, or the reasan of
b eebarers, or to the signs which tliey showed in token of the authority
brtwhicb they spoke. But Mr. Oliphant warns us that we shaîl probably
'te be able ta understand him, and we do not. When lie tells us that the

5 1 le Prirciple muet be restared to its riglits in Our spiritual nature, and

aseseem@ tau think, in aur spiritual organism, we can guess at what
en , an we may even pitch upon a meaning ta whicb we give a

e , but we shahl certainly not be reacbmng the whole ea g
t 8i e athor intends. At the samne time we gladly allow that there
te Of eep truth and great beauty for which we are grateful.

Of ete we can recommend aur readers ta underga the no small labour

Tidev early 500 pages of this kind of literature which we have beeri
%etle ouring ta describe, depends upon 1circumstances. To the viewy

nae8 rna or woman, who is always seeking some new thing-, we would

I ,Yalinmeans leave it alone, or it will probably leave you madder than

1 1 .i4ou You. To the ordinary Christian we may hint that lie may better
>i5 poOe bis time than by struggîing with a book whicb, in great part,

4 o himu as dark as Erebus. To the student of the history and phil-
L yO f religion in its more mystic aspects, we think, liowever, that this

llIgk 0fY have something of the same interest which is found in the writ-

~sj~Swedenborg and Bohme. There are aIl degesof ytisman
'%l 8kinds, and they do no harm ta those who know how ta use them.

4E W"Ille a radius of sixty miles of Nashville, Tenn., there in found a
trý that in Raid ta be the shittim wood of ark faine. Celebrated botanists
9Z ail over the country have examined the trees, and agree that they

'*Qd oWbreelse on the globe. They have decided that it is the shitti ni

%f' b lich Noah's ark was constructed, mention of whicb is made

%'~0t tires in the Bible. 'The tree is medium sizcd, with very dark,

Bth hark, and the wood is of a briglit gold colour. In early spring the
Dit re ladel, with long, white blossoms, closely resembhing great ostricli

i i 5  The,.0 seems ta be no0 doubt about the identity of the trees, and it
?eKIlrkblthat they are found only in this small area, and s0 few at

8csentfic A nierican.

LITJERARY AND PERSON'AL GOSS[P.

MRI. 11. L. STEVRN5ON'S IneW nOV3l, The' ofsc u d ur will begin in Sribner e

Mogoaezii ini November.

MISS BeixîuîON is fifty years old, and sie lias Written jUSt fifty $tories. She has the

îuost irregniar methods of doing lier literary w ork, writing, while standing up, some of

lier tlîrilling passages on tort elîvelules or any scrap of paper that cornes to hier hand.

TE graduatus in dlass '88 of the Chatauqua Literary and Scientific Ci'cie, in thirty-

eight different aseemblies, nuniber over 4,000 thie year. Reading circies are established in

IRussia, Turkey, France, China, Japau, India, Egypt, Africa, Brazil, Mexico, and alînost

every other country.

CAIux'LE'S yolincSt sister, Mn,. Aikýeii, dli ou the 27th July, at lier residence, ,The

Hilli, Dinfriesq. She was a îvoman oif fine ciîsra'-týr atid strong iritelli.eice. She very

often appears in the biograpliy and letter8, usu îliy unîler lier fanily qobriquet, "The

Craw," given on acconnit of lier black hair.

MR. CAIîLETON is forty-two ycîrs of age, thIi îîgb to a stranger lie appears inuch

younger. 1Ils bas an esîiecially yoîîtlil c,uttiiaîtice, and his laîîgh is gleeful and in-

fectionîs. Notwithstandinig the gray tiîîgo thi it i, a'ipeariin iii lii lair, hie bas the figure

of an athietc, and his step) is liglit and quick.

Othello, the next volume of the Banksiile Sliskesp 3are, is to be editedl ly Dr. Thoînas
IL Price, professor of Engiish in C,îIiiînîiîia C'îulege. P r. Price will dlaim, in bis intro-

duction, tbat lie lias îlisîiiveredl an exact systeun o! Slîskeslîeareaui îîrcsoîly, led UI) to by

expîeriînentation by Shaskespeare iii thie eariier tilays, ami fiislly perfected in the Othello.

Tirp statement tlîat no book liii iweîî liirut 1îîillicly for over a liundred years is comn-
tradicte(l by a contrilîntor tii the Londonu Star, wlio sys: ''Not, perbaps, by legal

auitlirity, buit îileuty of boioks have leied lorrit ini îioiuîlr fervîîr of one kind or another.

M\r. Froiide's Nu'îseeis of Faîitî ivas so luîîrut iîy I Iigh Cliurch students at Oxford in 1818.",

JAMES lhsELLowEL.u realized foul cash value for bis first liturary venture, The

exiiense of the booik was euitirely horme by Mr. Loweil, but thîe plilishing bouse in wlîich

the first eilitiiui was stiirel wvas ilestiiiyei ly fire, The pubiuislierî i'srrieil a fuill ingurance,
anti Mr. Lowell bail file satisfactioin o! sayiuîg tiuît lus, entire edition weîît off like hot

cakes and was exlîausteul in a single niglit.

A TIuuELY andi valtiabie reference wîîrk je the Dirtionavry <if Aieican Pîilitirs, l)y

Everit Brown and Albîert Strausi, plîhebeiy A. 1-. Bort, of New Yuork. It comprises

accounts of tiolitical piarties, icasure,, anîl nieu, andî exîilauiations oif thîe Constitution,
divisioins anid practical îvorkiuigs o! the Giivernnîent, tiigether witlî political phrases,
fanîiiliar names of hersons anîd places, niîteîvortliy isyinge, etc,

ANDREw L XNc, if repuort sîieaks truie, siiends for liour a day at '"pure literature,"
and writes six articles a week for the Lonudon Dai1y Nce., twîî articles and two reviews

for the Saturday Rcvicie, andl two'ii îiunru,, sketches for thîe St. Gazes' ('iytte. For his

work foîr tCie tlîree jîiurnaîis namned lue is sail to receive S15i,000 a year. Anil wbat is more

tii thue point, lie earne it lîy thîe lîiduI sui couuscîentiiius cluaracter of his wurk.

THE Galignauîi inemnorial was uinveiled recently at C,îrhdl. The two brathers Galig.

naîii were munificent benefactois t,) thue tuo, preseîtîing it witli schiiols, a bospital and

an orpulinage. The neîvspapier Iieariiuî, their namne was foinnded in 1814. One of tlîeir

gifts to France, wliici iniglît serve as a guiid exaîîîîle tii tîsis country, je the Galignani

Retreat, for authori and priuiters, at Neuîilly, juiet uiitside Paris, which is now nearing
completion.

'friv University of St. Anîlrew's has cuiuferreii rijuon lion. G. W. Ross, Minîster of

Education, thme ionorary degree oif LI, 1). Thîis acadeuinic distinction is conferred by
inany Universities lîy siiun o f thie iildest-nît for e,îîinence in letters rnerehy, but for
distinguielied services ini îolitics, public affairs and uitler useful walk3 of life not su

generally reciigizeil as thîey 8hîuuld ije. 1%r. Rose inay uvear the hîood of a doctor at least

as deserviigly as soime otiiere bear the insignia oif a rauîk nuit su universaily esteemed.

3Me and Mesurce of Hîilfi acu i, rm the pen of Hon. Hughi McCulloch, a new

edition oif Donald G. Nritciîll's,. (1k Mr' 1 warks, and two books of adventure foîr
boys, A Tal/c o!f te In viin, Maisny, or Th icr 1 Cii /mriur, iîy Loiuis Rousselet, witb

nearly eeventy illustratiouns, and Wild ' uîn ando W/ild )casts, or Scenes in, Camp andi

.lunlc, hy Lieut. Gordon Comuniîig, also nuerouely illustrated, are among the forthcoxn.

ing books of the Scrihners.

Tiser Aluli were very foînd oif Oiental effects ini deniiratiug tlîeîr books ;une in liar-

ticular wai greatly b i i~aîii Veiietian booîk livdis. It cîîusistedl of a pîerfiîrated

leatiier doublé, the p-r!oratedl work b 'ing, exectited a!fter snsvery artistic design. This
<lbté wVîs laid uîvr clul3, oni lk, s i ti t up iii op miii tho h io)k ths effsct wag muet
cliarming. Natiîrally it ail dîsu u ohm the ILlica<te warkmanshiîi of the p9rforateul
wîîrk, foîr its perfection oîr impîerfectioîn b"!cîme î'cry appharent set ofhf lîy the coloîîred sihk
lueueatti it.

TnEu boan Mueum of a'itîgnaiî, raie eulit'mns, pourtrait,; anud otiier î'ersonal relies of

Poupe, lately ch,îsedl in lEnglanîl, was exceeiiîgly cuccessful, aud the catalogue turned ont
to be a re îlly valiale Pupe bililiograpuiy. Austin iJotson contributed a piecu of bernie

dialogue, whicli was îilaced at thîe head oîf it, Oîîe precious object wliicli appeared in the
collectioîn uvas Piue's own coijy oif Thec l)iiiî' iv1 of 173d;, luaif the pages of wlîicb are

e,îriched lîy correctiuons andî aunnoitaition uii the poetes beautiful liandwriting. A hiograpîby
of Polie hy Mr. W. ,J. Gmirtîirîîe is anniiiic .ul fîur eanly pulication.

Jfuau is Rein', oiioniii of Balzac, recently exîiressýed to a friend 1' dii not like
this writer very mnu 1. To hegin vvitlî. lie write, 1-11Y, excelit in corne of his short stories,
wlîiîh are really excellent; tlîeî lue ides, nue (i,,oer mus wben they are not childish. Hie
pliilosoplîy, wlîen lie atteuuilts tii speak oii the secet, causes a sînile ; bu bas flot reflected
a minute on the progress o! lîuînîînity. luifine, lues concepition of Pife is luîw and mis-

cluievous and witbout au ideai. He litsî liai a deolrable andI unfavourable influence upun
coit.How'differeit frum itie . Siiil! J aIiiiira ber! b/at marveuu language

and wbat stolid philoeupliy !Sle is the reai iiavelist of our tiuuu!c'

THE third volume of Prof. Henry Mirley's Eui/h WVrtei~ (Casseli and Co.) covers

the period from the Cinqust to Chiaucer, and takes into view the condition of literatunre
oui the Continient, thîe trouvèýres auud traub <diors, the Nibelongen Lied anti Minnesinger,
andI the Italian Rtevival îvitli Frederick Il. andî Diîîte. Tlhe foreign field je entered, lîuw.
ever, oniy to shed neeuded ligbt onm the souhrce suit counre of Engiish literature, and the
bîîlk of the volume deals in anu eiycliîu)elic îvay witls thîe clîronicies, romances, and

Welsb tales, and more îarticulau'ly uvitl Liyamýiîî, Walter Map, and Rager Bacon. The
extracts given are fewer than lu the I)revilulîs; vuluumse. TIhe three volumes )iow issued

îInake a iuuturîl division o! thue suibsît of Englieb hiterature, and are by themaelvs an

admirable ré<iuuîié of itq leaSt at'ce's4iile portion.
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