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IN order to ascertain the permanence
of color of building stones, Prof. W.
B. Clark, Chief of the Geological Sur-
vey ot Maryland, tested rectangular specimens from 1
to 1% inch in diameter, by first drying out all the
contained moisture by means of a water bath at a tem-
perature of 212° Fahr. After being allowed to cool
the specimens were weighed. They were then placed
upon a set of glass shelves standing in a porcelain pan
containing strong hydrochloric acid. An open bottle
containing nitric acid and one containing hydrochloric
acid and black oxide of manganese were placed close by,
and the whole covered by a bell glass, forming an air-
tight chamber. After a period of seven weeks the
stones were removed and washed, and the change in

Method of Testing the
Color of Building
Stones.

color, if any, was noted.

THE members of the Architectural As-
sociation of London make a yearly ex-
cursion in a body to places of archi-
tectural interest and bring home sketches and photo-
graphs of buildings, bits of detail and other objects
which appear to them to possess merit and value. The
idea has much to recommend it. Members of the pro-
fession meet each other in an informal way, talk over
matters of mutual interest and compare notes. At
the same time a record is being established of the most
nteresting works of architecture existing in Great

Architectural
Excursion.



