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STUDIES IN MUNICIPAL COVERN-
MENT.

The recently, issu.ed, yolupme I«?4unicý-
pal (Oîvernment"1 is an important addi-
tion to the literature of that subject.
The subject is one concerning whjch
not 'a great.deal lias been written. Po-
litilcal writers have for the most part
devoted their attention more to the di-
visionof power between the Dominion
and the provinces than to the distribu-
tion of power wîthin them. But the
past decade lias brouglit many changes,
and the sphere of municipal activity
lias widened. Local governiment in this
country is no longer a matter of the
simple organization of the past. In the
many large towns and cities it bas bie-
corne a study of considerable complexity
and more elaborate machinery for the
proper conducting of local. aff airs lias
perforce had to be devised.

In-the work referred to ,the Prînciples
of local government in the Dominion
are analysed htnd discusâed in'-sixteen
Papers contributed bv wrÎterq of un-
doubted Ability and knowledize. They
are edited by Mr. S. Morley, Wickett,

for some time lecturer in politicai econ-
omy in the University of Toronto. No
attemnpt is made, Mr. Wickett explains
in an introductory note, to set up gen-
eralizations as te -the discovery in lo-
cal lawsor practices of regard for cer-
tain traditional politicai principles. "To
undertake that would' be 'at present
highly venturesome, perhaps fantastic.
Canada is a country in the making,
and the influences of day-to-day legisla-
tion are toc chaotic and utilitarian. But
it is just this practical character which
adds te -the interest and value of a re-

-view of politicai institutions in a young
commonwealth."1

Mr. Wickett points to the fact that
the large number of amending acts
passed eacli year is gradually bringing
about growing similarity in municipal
iaw and -organization, Ontario serving
most frequently as the model. The edi-
tor himself contrihutes a very cempre-
hensive description of the municipal
gevernment cf Toronto. Other papers
froým his Pen deal with city governiment
in Canada, municipal governiment in
the North-West Territories, local gev-
erniment in British Columbia, and pres-
cnt conditions generaily. Mr. W. D.
Liglithail, Mayor cf Westm-ount, Que-
bec, contributes a suggestive sketch cf
that 11model town-;" Mr. Adam Shortt,
a historical sketch cof the municipal gev-
ernment cf Ontario, and Mr. Alan C.
Ewart a history cf the municipal gov-
erniment of Manitoba. Each of the oth-
er papers deals with subjects cf equal
Lp;erest, and together they forxni what
is perhaps the mest compîete study
that lias yet been attempted in this im-
DOrtanit field of Canadian public life.
For students whe would go beYond the
scope cf this h ookc, Mr. Wickett lias
compiled three bibliographies cf the
subject.

It is imnossible te recemmend the
boek too highly to municipal oificiais
and ail -ho take an active part.in local
>z'overnment. As a work' to be studied
qnd as a work of reference, it is quite
indispensable
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This,.Governor is-,extr'emely sensitive.
As there are no joints, its action is direct.

For workmanship, durabil-
ity, simplicity and economny
in fuel, it, cannot be ex-
celled.

We manufacture a 'fuil line
of; these governors and can supply
promp tly from Our own stock ail neces-
sary repairs.

*Bulletin of Gpvernors giving fuil de-
scriptions and Price List ofrepair parts
furnished on request.

Vaterous, Engine Workis C.Ltd.
BRANTFORD, CANADA

The Methodist Book and Publishi:
House, Toronto,. are the publishez
price ?3.50.

"Experiment" writes to ask when ti
idea of towns or cities insuring ail ti
bouses in thema first arose. Charlton J
Lewis, in a paper pr.epared for Black
Encyclopedîa, says that when the con
mon coundcil of the city of Londoi
about 168o, voted to insure the hous,
of citizens at lower rates than the fi,
office, then just founded, the courts pi
a speedy end to the movement; holdin
that the charter conferred on the cil
no power -to -transact sucli busines&
"Thus the socialistic theory that insu:
ance is properly a brandi of goveri
ment is almost as old as the bustnei
itself."1

In order to encourage trade 'wit
South Africa, Messrs. Eider Dempstt
and Company are off ering te me:
chants, manufacturers, their agent!
commercial travellers and others, fre
passages, and, the free conveyance c
samples, by their steamers. betwee
Canada and Cape Town. This pffer z~
fords an excellent opportunity for Cal
adian merchants, manufacturers anid e3
porters te send their travellers and sair
pies to South Africa. and should the
avail themselves cf the chance thus o:
fered, a splendid opportunity is pri
sented te introduce their goods int
this market.

$5496949882
was the net amount of insurance û
he Cpmpany's bçoks Decemxbe

31st, i908 and the years operation
showçd that

made very sub stantial gains in Othe
departmentsý of its business:

(a) It galued InAssets.. . $1,32,S
(b> Reserve.. 985,19
(c) I" lcarne ... 313,7a
(CI) * Surplus .. 341,oo

while its ratio osf expenses, to incopn
was smsiUer than in. Previous yeair,
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