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print and newspapers are too fond of
seizing a little thing and magnifying it
into colossal proportions. ‘The Grenadiers
are all right and if future events should
ever require their assistance, the motto of
“ Ready, aye ready ” will be found just as
deep in the hearts of the men of to-day,
despite any interior dissensions, as was
' found in 1885 when they so loyally
responded to the call of duty.
NOTES.

There is dis atisfaction, so says the
Toronto [Vorli, among the city stone
cutters over the fact that the limestone for
the new drill sked is to be imported from
the St. Alban’s quanics, Portneuf, Que,
cut and ready to put into the building.
The men who cut it get only $2 or $3 per
day of ten hours, while the wages in
Toronto are 43 cents an hour,

The short course term of instruction
commenced at C School on  Monday,
February 1st, with the foll wing officers
en-rolled :  Licut..Col.  Wavlong, 12th
Batt.; Capts. Lands and Renton, 39th
Batt. ; Capts. Robertson, McGiiliveay and
Hendrie, and Licus. Michiea d Mcl. an,
48th Highlunders ; lieuts. Gilli nt and
MecLean, 43rd Ouawa and Carleton Rifles;
Licut. Comnbe, 30th Batt.; Lieut. Dick,
34th Batt; and Lieut. Van!.» ., 37th
Z Baut.
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RUSSIAN FIELD-MIORTAR BAT-
TERIES.
(United Servi e Gazette.)

- In a rccent number we gave some
#particulars of compara ive trials carried
Jg;{-nu[ i Russia between the new mortar
2 batteries and the heavy ficdd  batteries
£ (42 1 .chy) which sh wed the imemnse
& superior.ty of ~holl fire possessed by the
& mortar batteries.  Some  wdditional pir-
2 riculars of the composition of the Russian
% mortar bhatteries will therefore probably be
§ of interest, more especially as the introd.
# uction of similar ficld batieries in all the
£ great armies of the C ntinen® is now but
A question of time.  The inadequacy of
g dircet fire employed against troops under
§ cover of cven the most hastily construct
4 cd entrenchments was clarly shown at
M Plevna, and this inadcquacy is likely to be
4 stll more cleary exempl.ficd in the future
& in view of the immense devel pment which
#spade work is sure to assert for itself in
g modern  battle-fieids. A recent  writer
& compares the battle ficlds of the future to
& the siege of a fortress where the advances
B will be made by sap and parallel until one
‘Jside or the other arrives within striking
Adistance,
‘ .Opiui«fns may well differ as to whether
~ this cautious and leisurely method of con-
 ducting battles is probable or not; but
2 there can be no diffcrence of opinion as

to the certainty of the fact that every com-
mander will ende vour to keep his troops
as much as possible under cover, either
by making use of the natural features of
the ground or of shelter trenches.  “The
recessity for vertical fire in the field, which
has long been 1ecognis.d in siege oper-
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ations, therefore become more 1n.l mo.e
apparent unless gunners are content to
see the supremacy of their weap n give
place to the long-range rifle of the infantry
soldier. Hitherto the difficulty has been
to obtain powerful vertical fire in comb n-
ation with a gun whi h whilst firing a
heavy shell, shall yet be sufficiently light
to be m neeuvied with the same facility as
an ordinary field gun. ‘This difficulty
appears to have been fairly solved by
General  Engelhardt, of the Russian
Artillery, by his introduction of a 6-inch
mortar firing from a two-wheeled gun
carriage, which differs but wvery shightly
from the ordinary carriage used for a ficld
gun.  The mortar, which has a calibre of
6 inches, is made of steel, we'ghs ¢ cwt,
(1,014 1b). and fires a shell of 7014 b,
It is carried on a two-wheeled carrage
and limber, drawn by six horses.  When
unlimbered the breech end drops between
the checks of the trail, and the mortar
itsclf is supported. in advance of the trun-
ni ns, on the axle-tree by two obliquely
arranged  elastic  brackets, which are
buiit up of four discs of india-rubber,
separated  from each other by metallic
washers.  Below the axel-tree bed con-
nection is made with the ground by two
articulated  truncated  conical  supports,
joined together at the bottom by a wide
shoe, so as to afford a Grm basis when
resting on the ground. T'hese su,:ports
are also built up of india-rubber and are
chained up to the trail when the mortar is
limbered up.  ‘The waole arrangement is
so designed that the entire shock when
the mortar is fired is absorbed by the
rubber hrackets and pedestal supports, so
that no stramn whatever i. thrown on the
axle and wheds  The shell, which, as
betore stated, weighs 7034 b, contains a
bursting charge of 1235 1b.; 1 is fired with
a charge of 3 4-5 1b, and has an 4n-tial
velocity of 771 feet, with a range of 3.500
yards  T'he mortar also fires a shrapnel
containing 610 balls. ‘The gun limber
holds twelve projectiles and eighteen cart
ridees,  ‘The whole gun-carriage with lim-
ber and ammunition complete, weighs
about 40 cwt.

At the present moment the Russian
Army has three mortar reg'ments of four
batteries each. ‘T'he first two regiments
were organised in December 1890, and
the third at the end of last year, after the
success of the system had been fully
ascertained during the annual manceuvres,
On a peace footing each regiment numbers
25 officers, 741 men, and 269 hoises, and
on a war footing 25 officers, 971 men, and
722 horses. Fach battery has six mortars
drawn by six horses, and during peace
time two-wheeled ammunition waggons
drawn by a single horse.  On a war foot-
ing the batterics are horsed in the same
manner, butfin addition to the six one-horse
waggons it has al-o cighteen four-wheeled
four-horsed ammunition caissons and a
spare gun-carriage, besides a ceitain num-
ber of other waggons for communication
with the rear.

ATHLETIC

Sports and Pastimes

There are ever recurring periods of
expansion and depression in the history
of all sports.  And the amusement which
is this year the rage to the almost totil
exclusion of .ll others, will prbably in the
course of a few seasons be relegated to the
shelf in favour of something now deemed
unworthy of consideration,

Bearing this in mind it might be attri-
buted to a cycle of depression in the
roarin’ game, that the competitions held
by the Canadian Branch R.C.C.C,, at
Montreal and Ottawa, were honoured by
so very meazie an attendance of clubs
outside of the two cities named.

I am strongly convinced, however, that
there is a more serious feature in the situ-
ation thas temporary depression, and it
wouid be well for the Branch and well as
the individual clubs composing it, if those
clubs who did not take part in the prim-
ary competitons for the branch tankard

tand Governor General's cup would give

voice to their reasons for not participating
therein.

At Montreal only two clubs outside of
the city—Ormstown and Cornwall—com-
peted, while at Ottawa there were none
other than the Ottawa City clubs present.

Bearing in mind the well knowr strength
of the Quebec club, it is surprising that
they were not represented in the Montreal
greup.

That their absence is not to be attri-
bu'ed to a decrease of interest taken in
the roarin’ game at the ancient capital, is
best evidenced by the fact of there having
been sufficient esprit there 1o start a new
club this season in addition to the one
already in existence.

At Ottawa neither Araprior nor Pem-
broke—Dhoth very strong clubs, as  was
amply demonstrated by their play last
year-—appeared.

The absence of streng clubs such as
these from both centres ought not 1o be
allowed to pass without a reason being
obtained ior their non-participation in the
Branch contes s.

The Canadian PBranch is numerically
not a strong organization, and unless sonse
steps are taken to put it on a more popu-
lar basis it is not unhkely to become even
weaker than it already is.

One very seitous disadvantage which
this organization labours under, is the
fact that hardly a club in conncction wich
it takes suthcient interest in its proceed-
ings, to have one of their own members
represent them at the meetings.  ‘Foe
almost universal rule is to nominate a
couple of members of Montreal clubs as
representative members, and to leave
them, except in very exceptional circum-
stances, absolutely without instructions as



