
THE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE.[i2H AURYr88

GOSSJP 0F THE MILITIA.

The MYonument Proposed by the Lundy'ý Lane
Historicai Society.

How inadequately equpped are Canada's strong places-Location of the new
forts for British Coluinbia-A Surgeon oi the gôth dies in Ottawa-The

Guards' non-coinms' dlass-The command of the MÀontreal police-The
Promotions ini the 63rd Rifles -The late Col. Milsoi-The

attached men at Fredericton Royal School of

Infantry-A private of " A" Company,
i.S.C., rewarded for bravery.

0-rH~IE LUNDY'S LANE Historical Society last year issued a-circular tlrging upon
IL Canadians the.desirability of takinF steps for the erection of a monument on the

scene of the memorable battie of- Lundy s Lane. In connection with this subject the
Tnronto Ernipire of a- recent date had the following: "Every- school boy and girl in
Canada ought to be famîliar, much more familiar than they are, with the heroic
achievenients of that gallant band of patriots who so nobly fought and fell in defence of
our infant nationality; and every Canadian, of whatever age or sex or condition, ought
to rejoice that a systematic effort is at length heing made to do honour to the heroes
and the heroines of the war of 1812. In this busy, practical, money-getting age, we
are too much inclined to 'let the dead past bury its dead,' forgetting that it is mainly
to the self.denying bravery of the past we are indebted for the business possibilities of
the present. No nation can afford to forget or neglect the traditions, much less the
history of the past; and we are heartily glad that a movement bas been organized With
such encouraging prospects of success to rescue froin possible oblivion the memnory of
one of the most thrilling episodes in the history of our land. It is a movement deserv-
ing of our deepest sympatby, and we hope to be able to give carly assurance.nf its
successful issue. Donations, however small, to the 'Lundy's Lane Fund' may be sent.
to the treasurer, James McGlashan, Esq., Manager Impeiial Bank, Wellanci, Ont.
Full particulars can be obtained by writing ta any of the following wel-known gentie-
nmen-address Niagara Falls south P. O., Ont.: John A. Orchard, Esq., Rev. Canon
Bull, M.A., Pres. 'Lundy's Lane Historical Society'; Geo. Shrimpton,* Esq., Tres.
'Lundy's Lane Historical Society'; Mi. B. Morris, Esq., Cor. Sec. 'Lundy's Lane His.
torical Society,' or to J. C. Hall, Esq., Rec. Sec. 'Lundy's Lane Historical Society,'
Faits View."

The plan for the proposed fortifications on the Pacific Coast, whicb bas been under
consideration for sorte time past by Imperial army officers, is about completed, and
before imany weeks are over it is expected that the Dominion Government wilI be in
possession of definite proposais (rom the home authorities. It is said that the general
proposaI is that Canada shail construct the fortifications, and the Imperial authorities
provide the armament and anîmunition.

Thc annual meeting of the Battieford Rifle Association' was held at Mr. Lawson's
office on the I4th December. The only business transacted was the election of officers,
wvhich resulted as follows :-Presiden t-R. C. Laurie. First vice- presidlent-Majo)r
Cotton. Second vice-president- FI. A. Head. Council-Chas. Smith, Cons. J. A.
Fraser, Robert Macdonald, H. H. Millie, J. F. D. Parker, M. Young, F. Otton, H.
IL. Nash and J. H. Sully.

The names of three niilitary men are prominently nientioned in connection with
the.vacant position of Chief of the Montreal police force. These are Lieut. -Col.
Hughes, Brigade-Major of No. 6 District, Lieut. -Col. D'Orsonnens, Commandant of
the Royal Schaol of Infantry at St. John's, and Lieut.-Col. Poitras, 64th Batt., at
present Chief of the Valleyfield police.

In the January number of Colbrnt's United Service Magazine, there appears an
intcresting article on the Canadian Militia froin the pen of Lieut. -General Middleton,
who there says that he "will back Canadian -offcers and gunners to fight their*guns
ngainsé any artillery in the world."

The name of the Commandant of the Royal Military College, Kingston, appears.
in the last received Broad Arrow in the. list of nine colonels who h ave just retired upon
a pension and with the honorary rank of Major-General. [le is naw, therefore, Major.
General Oliver.

Halifax.

PROMOTIONS have been made as follows in No. 2 Comnpany of the 63rd Rifles,.
fTo be sergeant, Cdrporal John H. Adams, vice Robert Lindsay, discharged; to

bc corporal, Herbert Andrews, vice Adams, pronioted.
A school of instruction for officers, non-com. officers and mea opeaed at. the drill

shed on the 1ithî inst., and w11l be continued each Wednesday and Friday evening.
Those attendiag are to do sa in drill order.

The annual meeting of the officers of the 63rd will be held on the i8th inst.
Ia the brief notice of the death of Lieut. -Col. Thomas Mvilsom, wbich appeared

in last issue, there was quite obviously a blunder in that sentence wberein he was said
ta have been an inspecing field officer of the "United States Militia." 0f course
"Nova Scotia Milta was intended. The error was simply made, the abbreviation
<"N.S." being misunderstood for " U.S.," and the words then prinited at full lebngth.
The following fromn the Halifax Mail gives sanie additional particulars concerning the
lufe of the deceased :-" The late Colonel commenced bis military career la the 36th
regment, from which be volunteered for service in tbe Crimea,, ging out with 37s
volunteers, only 75 of whom were over 18 y cars of age. This regiment of volunteers
was the 62nd, with Lieut. Milsom as adjutant. Ater the Criméan war the 62nd
came to Halifax, and at the time of the Trenr affair Mr. Milsoin wênt as a
volunteer to Kingston, Ont., where hé later on got his captaincy, aller wbich lie came
to Halifax and bought himseii out of the service, joining witb Colonel Sinclair in the
organization of the Nova Scotia militia in whicb he became brigade major, a poition
he held under the re-organization of the service aller confederation until some six years
since, when lie wastransferred to the Toronto military district, being succeeded here
by Col. McShane. The late Colonel took an active interest at al l imes in making the
militia effective, and. man>' country officers will remember bim in connection with the
Fenian scare, and.later on as adjutant of the militar>' school 'in this City. Aperfect
disciplinarian and 'drill, a soldier in every respect and a gentleman at al l imes, Clonel

Mîlsom leaves a hast of friends whc will long remeîýber him."' The lialifax* brigade
attended in a body at the funeral.

Fredericton.

Tr HI RTY-FIVE officers And, noa.conimissioned offiéers have.joined the Royal
j.Infantry Scbool for iLbe couçse of instrùétiôa for ihe terni commencing on tbe îst

inst. Lieuts. D. I. Eaton.of the ' 3rd, anid F. H. Benn, of the 62nd, take.each a long...
course. The fallowing are th~e jiaiocs.ôf those taking thé short course--

Capt. G.. Alexander, 82nd4Battalion.
Lieuts. W. Ross, G: D. Perkins, D. W. Pickett, and F. W. Boumne, 67ih Ward,.

68th; T. G. Kelly and J. E. SansOm, 7Ist; Rý. Allen, 82nd; O. W. Wetmore and'-C.
W. Weyman, 74th.

Sergts. H. L. Ross, 67th ; C. Coone>', H. T. Campbiell, E. O. Fýeilly and A. E.-
Murphy, 68th; R. B. Eaton and R. W. Payne, 78th; H. Barber, 93rd, and A. R.
MacDonald, 94th.

Co)rporals W. Bull, 67th,J. Pringle, J. Wood, and H. W. Craig, 7ist;, Boisner,
82nd; P. B. MacNeil, 941h.

Ptes. H. Gurrier and E. Sepprel, 67tb.
BuLylers e. White and G. Grigg, 67th; J. McMennamin, i4 ; J. L. Smith, 6$th,

and H. R. Large, 82nd.
The Fredericton Cqpial of the 3ist uit. says: l'Victoria- Lodge or Oddfello ws

will present Private Charles Shanks, of the Royal School of -Infantry, *in Oddfellows
Hall,.on the allemnoon of New Year's Day, with a handsomewvatch and"'chain, for bis
gallant deed ia rescuing Mr. Alonzo Smiler (a»member cf the fraternity>, froin drown-
îng with Mr. *Lynch, an accaunit of which will be founti in another columan. ,Pte.,
Howell's assistance will also be rccognized b>' the Lodge. " Smiler and -Lynch bad'
been driviag together on the ice, and with their horse and cutter baçi gone tbrough an
air hale. Smiler atone arase ta the surface. His cries attracted the attention- of Ptes.
Shanks and Howeil, who secureci a boat in the harrack yard and by its means suc-
ceederi in rescuing him.

Toronto.INOTICE in your editorial notes that you, Mr. Etîltor, bave received a New Year's
card fromt No. i Company of the "Vies." Let me offer you a piece of advice:

Write la the margin of tbe card-high up, mind you, s6 as to leave rooin for others--
the following words:-"Returaed fot correction. See Para. 167, R. & O., 18871"
Sbould there be no margin,.return card for margin first, and after second receipt retura
for correction as before. That's red tape ! No. i Company "Vics" as intended does
flot exist ; anditi cannaI be the "Vics" at Monîreal, as their ammouries are labelled
"A" Co., " B" Co.; etc., the sanie emark about Para. 167 might apply ta a card
issued by "the B's," a nickaame for NO. 2 l3attery Regi-nent of Canadian Artiller>-
called after 'lthe 3 B's" -ever bear ai îbem?

GARRISON ARTILLIERY.

Sir Chartes Dilke, the author ai certain articles in the FortyxighUty Reviezu. on*
"The. present position ai the Armiy," lias been criîicized by another writer in the

.Ediùburgh Revicw, ivho assumes that England is la a perfect position of defence, and
complacentl>' bases bis hopes for secumît>', in case ai a Eumopean war, upon an alliance
with the Central Powers. This alliance would seem ta be made up of England,
Gemmany, Austria, Ital>', andl I presumne Turkey, as against ]Russia and France.
Another authorit>', the late Valentine Baker, says if the first four Powers above nanied
were united andi allied, wam in Europe woul become impossible. . But hie gacs an, ta
say that should war break aut wbo can believe that Englprîi can belp being enbmoiled ?

An Ameilcan essayist bas pointed out that in tee event ai war Canada coulti
expect little or na help from England, which would be sure to be menaccd b>' Russia,
an d ta need al ber tops for India and home defence. le îbinks that as matters
now stand, the Russians would be aie ta capture Victoria, B.C. Guod bye! Colonel
Ilolmes and " C" Battery!

>A jump iom English magazines and writers ta the Canadian militia is a big one,
but I shaîl take it.

A garrison gunner bas, in addition ta the usual (luties af an iifantry-man, ta work
witb fortress and seige guns, to shift heavy weigbîs, mounit andi dismount ordniance,
construct and' epair batteries, and ta pcrforui the amillery dulies connected with a
fortmess or applieci to a siege. Prior to thu introduction of ifleti ordnarnce, the materiel
useti by garrisan ariller>' was comparatively sun 'e and subject tu few changes (like
the milish); the work of the offilcers was also ligbt andi easily learat. But times have
changecl and with it artillery stores (though nat in Canada). Every day there are
changes,'alterations, and inîproveencts, nercssitating a bigher educaion for oficers
and men.

The armaments of forts andi garmisons are govemned ia a great measure by the
size andi description of the works, as welI as b>' the nature ai the localit>' in which they
are placeti. For instance, it would only be a fool whû would arni Winnipeg, or aid
Fart Garry, witb armour piercing gpris andi supply.Quebec with nothing but gatlings.
Forts such as Quebec andi Kingstion, baving bath land and scafrouîts, must be armed
accardingly. Field or position. artiflery would also be necessar>' tu prevent Iroaps
from laaing.On forts hiable ta attack b>' iran plateti ships the heaviest rificti guns should be
maunted; against woodea vessels a gun ai lighter -class would be used. Field'guns
would be requiredt t defenti covert ways from assaults, &c., also machine guns.

The guns la Canada-numbering a out Soo-consist of breech-loaders (Armstrong),
muzzle-loaders, rifleti and smootb bores familiarly kaown as "gas pipes," also a few
smootb bore guns convemît.i mb méfled muzzle loaders. 0f'serviceable guns we bave
about:

Class 1, mounitain gunis.................. .................. 4
Class Il, fieldi guns ................. ... .................. 70
Class Ill, siege guns or guns ai position ......... ...... ........ 3
Class IV, medium guns ................ ................... 25
Class V, heavy guns ...................................... 4

io6
Wc %hall sec how aur forts are armed. St. John, N.B., a point liable ta be

attacl<ed b>' iran plated sbips, ioasts ai five 64-32 M. L. R. guns-all of class IV, aigd
a ver infeior type at that. Quebec, a fart also open ta attack ba&-one 40 Pr.
B .L R. Class 111, five 7 in. B. L. R., eight 64 pr. M. L.R. andi anc Sa pr. M. L.R.
pris, ail ai class IV, and a wbole hast of "gas-pipes." Montreal, another point
inviting attack, bai nothingý serviceable. At Victoria and in British Columbia gen-erally , we finti six 64 pr. ML. R. (ciass IV), three 7 in. M. L. R. andi ane 8 la. M. L. R.;these fOur guns are of class V. On Prince Edward Island,, we have naîhing but some
aId smootb bores. Sydney, C. B., is defencelcss and Pictou, N.S., 18 in the saine
plight. This then-cxccpting Kiîgston, which bas anc 40 pr. B. L R., twa 7 in.
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