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eland the work of selecting na-
candidates “for the County

" councils and the rural district Coun-
" gils is going on apace. The elections
" qor both will be hetd on April Bih,
gnd the prospect of electing an over-
whelming majority of popul_ar: and
democratic candida:tes is very bright.
For these, the _first elections for

_ poth county and rural districts elec-
tions the hours of polling will he

" from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., except in ur-
pan districts which form one division
,' each, where the hours will be from 8

.a.m, to. 8 p.m. ‘
The regulations iconcerning the nom-
- jnation and the polling are practical-
Iy ihe same a8 those regarding the
urban elections which have already
taken place—viz., they are those,
avith some modifications, prescribed
by the Ballot Act. Nomination pap-
ers only required to be signed each by
a proposer and a seconder. Nomina-~
tion forms are to be provided by the
returning officers, and when filled up
they are to be sent to the places ap-
~ poincel by them, of which due notice
will be given. The polling is to be by
ballot. and as the county councillors
and the rural district councillors who
will be voted for at the same time
each elector will be handed two bal-
1ot papers of different colors. i he
boxes into which they will be cast
when murked will be painted in col-
ors to correspond with the colors of
the papers.

While there is no qualificalion other
than twelve months’ residence for the
District Councillors, already elected
in the cities ond towns, a candidate
for membership of a county council
must be a voter in the district. Some
of the faction journals are pleading
for “toleration’” for the landlords.
“Let us elect some of them,”” they
say, ''so as to show no ill-feeling.”
But the bulk of the Nationalists are
determined to pay off their old scores
with landlordism, and to give it the
same measure of toleration as they
received from it in the dark days
that are now happily no more.

In Ir
tional

The annual St. Patrick’s Day ban-
quet in London, this year will be a
great suceess. As the 17th of March
falls on Friday, the banquet will be
held on Thursday, in the Hotel Cecil.
Invitations have been sent to the
leading Nationalist members of par-
linment without distinction, includ
ing Mr. John Dillon, Mr. T. ML
Healy, and Mr. John E. Redmond,
Mr. Labouchere, who has laso  been
invited, is expected to attend, and to
deliver an important speech defining
the attitude of the Radiecals towarrds
the question of IHome Rule. The tnnan
tion of Flome Rule suggests the ynoi-
ation of the following short editorial
from that old established and staunch
Radical weekly, Reynold’s Newsna-
per, in regard to the conduct of I.ib-
erals like Lord Rosebery, Sir Lidward
Grey, Ar. Sidney ‘Buxton, and lord
Edward Fitzmaurice:—

*“We shnll be much surprised if the
Irish voters in England will not re-
I'ay themselves for Lthe treachery of
e ald Liborals. The retiremer! of
Mr. John Dillon from the leadership
of the Irish Party affords an oppor-
tunity for the forees from Ireland to
reunite. If Irish voters in Ireland
have any sense of dignity or responsi-
bility they will eject from representn-
tion any Irishman, no matter whom
he may be, who now raises his voice
against National unity. Js the case
of a nation to be destroyed becuuse
a few pushing and shouting amateur
politicians are ambitious in their

RN

own and

way?’’

huckstering intriguing

“‘A Crusade for the Rescue of In-
fants,”” is the name which Cardinal
Vaughan has given to a noble work
that Ie has inaugurated in Lonadon,

His Eminence asks for funds to en-
able him to provide officers or apents
to attend the police courts on beaalf
of juvenile offenders; bed and boanl
for at least 1,000 more children,
either by enlarging of existing orpii-
anages, open new ones, or by finding
foster parents with whom to hoard
children, especially in the country;
more working boys’ homes whicn, al-
ter initial expenses, can be made self-
supporting, and similar provisions
for girls; a refuge for broken down
cases for “‘another chance’’; a receiv-
ing home for juvenile offenders in
which to qualify for respectahle em-
ployment after losing their
taint; and a cripples’ home.

nrisnn

The Czar of Russia having invited
his Holiness the Pope to send a dele-
gate to the peace conference,
Humbert, backed by the Mason-
ic sectaries Thas notilied Russsia
that Italy will not be represented &t
that gathering. It is stated that the
Pope, before his recent illness, seut
a note 1o France, Austric-Hungary,
and Belgium, asking them as Catho-
lic powers to support his claim o
send a delegate. Jtaly’'s conduct in
this affair proves its hostility to the
Holy See; for what could be more Tt-
ting than that the Vicar on earth of
the Prince of Peace should be ~epros-
ented at an international peace con-
ference?

King

Some of the T.ndon correspondents
of New York journals are talking ub-
out the grippe epidemic as having vis-
ited Tngland ten times previnusly.
As a matter of fact thegrippe has ex-
isted for very many centuries. even
Hippocrates having referred to it. It
has been kunown under  differcnt
names; and of course it will never
be stanped ont until the mierobe
whiclh eauses it ean he cultured.
proper  animal has not yet heen
found, although hundreds have i.cen
experimented with at the Pasteur In-
stitute. Paris, where specinl atten-
tion is devoted to the distressing ard
dangeraus malady.

4 he

T.ord Russell of Killawen, is sarry-
ing on an cffective eampaign against
dishonest promoters ind
giinea pigs, In an address delivered a
fow davs ago, he said thut he hopred
that the Parliament would he  wise
enough to deal fully with that
ject. TIe hoped that they would nnt
hear too wuch about the honest man
being frightened from joining a aoarsd
of honest directors by reason of the
stringency of an Act  of Prarliatnent,
Tvery man on a directorate was re-
sponsible for putting in the proupee-
tus  words forming an inducement
for the public Lo subscribe capital. It
was absolutely necessary that the
(uestion of illicit commission shoulu
he fully inquired into, and he was g0-
ing to bring a Bill into the House of
Lords dealing with that subject. He
held the firm conviction that all men
commission in respect

company

subh-

who received
of the promotion of companies should
be able to hold their heads high, and
be able to say that everything was
done uprightly and hanestly.

Lord [Russel is a man of his word,
e is o good hand at drafting Parlia-
mentary Bills. It was he who drafi-
ed the Home Rule Bill, which nasserd
the House of Commons.
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Religious Notes and Remarks.
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The month of March, this year i3
one of gpecial interest to all Citho-
lics, Some '1_'ery important religinus
fensts and & few noteworthy anniver-
saries oceur dﬁn‘ng the 1resent
month. As' we remark, elsewhere in
this issue, the third of March is ihe
day upon which His Holiness 1’ope
Leo XITI. enters his ninetieth 3ear,
and it is, conséquently.commemora-
tive of an event fraught with the
greatest historical ng well as-religious
importance. . On :the 17th of .- March
the Trish Catholies - 0l
celebrate thedfeast. of St.* Patrick,
which is ot once a religious ovént of
high rank, and'a - national annivers-

the "World  over:

ortance.. . On

] the nineteenth of March the Uatholic

Church throughout the world puys
specinl honor to St. Joseph, the {os-
ter iather of our Lord, the chaste
spouse of the Immaculate Mother, the
universal patron of the Church of
Christ. and the special patron of Ca-
tholic Canada. Moreover, the whole
month of March is dedicated Lo that
great saint, and it bas long teen
known as the ““Month of St. Joseph.”

On the 25th of March the Church

commemorates ~the Annunciation of |
‘the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is ane
of the great feasts -of the year, s it

is'the celebration of one of the most

‘important -events in- the great chain’

work of Redemption. On that day

1896 years ago, the ““Angel of the
Lord” appearetd io the lowly \irgin
in the hamlet of Nazareth, and ihere
announced to her that she had heen
selected from the beginning to become
the Mother of the Son of God. “Tie
it done unto me according to Thy
word,” was the humble expression of
the exalted handmaid of the Al-
mighty,

Apart from these great feasts, there
are others of perhaps, minor import-
ance., yet worthy of mention Aaud
claiming every Catholic’s devotion.
On the seventh of March falls the
feast of St. Thomas Aqguinas, “'The
Angel of the Schools,”” the 'most
learned doctor of theological erudi-
tion that possibly has ever existed.
On the eighth is the feast of St. John
of God; on the ninth that of St.
Francis of Rome; on the thirfeenth
that of St. Gregory the Great; on the
sixteenth that of St. Fiunian; on  the
twenty-first that of St. Benedict: on
the twenty-seventh that of St. Alex-
ander; amd on the twenty-ninth that
of St. Bustace, Abbot.

In addition to all these regular

feast days, this year I'assion Sunday
falls on tihe nineteenth of March;
Palm Sunday on the twenty-sixth;

Holy Thursday on the thirtieth; and
Good-Friday on the thirty-first. Then
the third is the day set aside to hon-
or “'The Holy Shroud,”” the tenth to
adore the Tive Wounds; and the Z4th
to recall the Seven Dolors of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

March, thereiore, is a month of
special graces, invors, benedictions;
and this year in particular should it
be a month of peculiar devotion for
every child of the 1Toly Church.

One of New York’s leading Prot-
estani clergymen, Rev. Dr. William S,
Rainsford, rector of St.Georgefs P. E.
Church, delivered a remarkable ser-
mon, two Sundays ago, on the ques-
tion of education, A couple of para-
graphs will sullice to show the trend
of the preacher’s thoughts on  this
vital question. e said:i—

“Another step in the education
children that has not, I bLelieve, been
recognized is that not only should
the head and hand be taught, but the
soul as well, Ve fail to recognize
this in our schouls, yet it is the cor-
ner-stone of our liherty.

“fithical teaching the future citizen
I will say that T

of

must  have, and
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CARDINAL LOGUE ON Tht
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Wwe would gladly, had we pace,
produce the entire Tenten Pasloral of
his  Fminence Cardinal  T.ogue, Areh-
bishop of Armagh and Primate of All
Ireland; but under the circumstanves
we can only quote some of its sl
ing passapges on the stthject of 1din-
cation. After explaining in a general
way the obligations of citizens, Tlis
EFainence spys:—

“Among the duties of life, a lea-ling
place should be given to the care and
education of the yvoung. It is o duty
which affects, in some way, covery
class of sociely, parents, guardians,
masters, teachers, ministers of reli-
and indeed Christ-
ure

gion, Tegislators,
jans generally, in as far as they
bound to reverence the beautilul in-
nocence of youth and avoid whatever
could tarnish its hrighiness or cor-
rupt its purity. It is of vital import-
ance Lo the well-being of sociely and .
the eternal destinies of the human
race. Its observance pr neglecl s fur
reaching in its conseguences for road
or evil. The character of many gener-
ations to cawne shall be, in great purt
moulded after the imjpress stamped
upontheyouth of the present. Though
each one is responsible for his own
personal sins, the words of the pro-
phet are not the less true of the her-
editary neglect. ‘< Our fathers have
sinned, and are not: and we have
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. though very rarely, come from feces-

borne their iniquities.”

Having referred to the dangers of
this age of infidelity, lack of filial
duty and great irreverence, the Curd-;
inal thus continues:—

~“Behold, my brethren, some of the,
dangers which threaten your ehild-
ren. The duty of averting them falls
in the dirst place, upon the parents.
To them God has confided their (-111]_-’
dren as proois of His love, pledges nf|
his confidence. Both by the voice ol
nature and by His written Word Me,
jmpresses upon them the necessity of
fidelity to this sacred trust. He shall
one day demand at their hands a
strict account of those precious souls |

‘that have been created for His glory,

and are destined for His ' kingdom. |
Truly this is a great worl;, a work.,
fraught with tremendous issues ‘for

! vicious system.'

would  rather the of m:rl
great city were haonded over to o
Christian body, the Roman Catholic.
for instance, to be taught by
the ethies of the Christinn  religion
and their duty to Godand their neigh-
bor, than to see them not tanght re-
ligion at all. That is a strong state-
ment, is it not? I 4o not want to
e misunderstood, however.

chi dren

them

* * b * * L 3
“But T would rather call the Ro-
nutn Catholie ¢lergy in and open  the

schools to
mintites five

their teaching for thirty

times a week than - to
give the children a merely secular ed-
ucation. IMirst, we fancied 1he wmain
point of edueation was to irain  the
bead. In time we added to that iden
the t(raining of the hand and hady.,
hut T tell you the child is mare than
Iread aund hand. There is the will and
soul.”’

This is exactly the view that the
Catholies of Canada had hoped would
be taken by the Protestant majority
in the settlement of the mixed ques-

tion of Separate Schools in Mani-
toba. It would seem, however, that
. Rainsford’s opinions are not uni-

versally accepted, nor practised, by
those outside the Catholic Church. We
do not exactly refer to the calling
of religious teachers of other creeds;
but to the absolute
ligious instruction

There is never any ohjection raised to
the reading of the Rible during class
nor the commenting upon the
moment there is men-

in

necessity of re-

in  1he srhools.

hours,
sane; hut the
tion of a Catholic priest, or even  a
Catholic  layman, attempting to in-
culeate the principles of religion into
the young, there arises an authorily
i apposition that indicates how far
the majority of non-Catholics are
from according {o  others that
dom of belief and of conscience which
they individually and collectively de-

free-

mund for themselves. We would Dbe
glad to hear similar sentiments to
Rev. D'r. Rainsford expressed  more

generally.  Above all it is pecessary
to  stamp upon this nge and genera-
tion the knowledge of that  grand
truth. that the soul is more import-
ant than body, the things of eternal
e orern mors important than the af-
fairs of time, in a word, the contluet-
ing to God is more  lmportant than
the guiding Lo wealth, honor or dis-

tinetian.

SM OF CATHOLICS

DSTRAC

[ K N
both parents and  children, Tt must
begin,  and, indeed,  com inue  onothe

is 1o be crowned

hotne must e o

famila;  but if it
with success, the
Christian home, Turnishing i model of
arder, regularity, peace, charvity, pic-
ty. free fromm every  influence
could taruish the beautiful innoeenee

which

of chilidhood ar youth.

* » * * #* *

For the proper discharge oi  this
great duty the school
pensable to parents, They are Hovind
{o provide for the temporal us well
as the spiritual wants of their child-
ren; and a zood school furnishws  the
most efficient means of Tuliilling  the

Unfortunately,

hecomes indis-

two-fold obligation.
this is often lost sight of by parents,
and by these parents most of all who
stand in the most pressing need  of
the aid whieh the school affords. This
duty  may sometimes,

fuilure of

sity; but  unhappily it s« most fre-
quently dueto the negleer or,perhaps
the dissipaled habits of the parents.
Such a neglect of duly, when avoid-
able, is a crime and a crime too with:
There are few parenis in
this ecouniry who have not, within
easy veach, elementary schools 1n
which the children can receive liter-
ary. instruction and religious irain-
ing o some extent and with eertain

out exctse.

restriction. They are not indecd all
that o Catholic parent could desire
for his children; but thanks to the

zeal of the clergy, the co-operation of
the teachers, and it must be said also
to the prudent administralion of
those in supreme control of our ele-
mentary education. all the good yo0s-
sible has been drawn from a radically

Alter refuting the argument that
the Cntholics are to blame if they are
not educated in the highest degree,
because they have Trinity College,
and other Protestant institutions in
Ireland, and aftor showing how fool-
ish this would sound if applied to
Protestants, under like difficuliies,
his Eminence makes-use of the follow-.
ing logical language:—

A STRANGE MIX

At OF BELIER,
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Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, who  haes
severed Lis connection with Pivmonty
(‘hurch, and has declared thit e de-
seetuds (orthe last tine from the pui-
pit, closed g long series of setimtial-
al and peculiar sermons v one wliiep
has awakened consideroble comment.
In this farewell sermon, e elowptienr,

but erratic divine noade e of 0 tae
inllowing languames—

“U do not believe that those  who
have died have gone far away  {rom
us. They  have passed tevond  onr
ken, hat we ate not heyvand theirs, 1f
ol eves were open who knows o bane

that we cowld see thase  wha hyve

gone from us amd yet e oot gope
from us. The nmwore this faith comes
10 me the ess T obeliove in what  wwen

call spivitualism:  the less satisficed

am | with rapping and physwal  de-
monstrations. I love to think  ny
mother follows me with her ¢ves oS
she did when 1 was o boy, [ love 10

helieve that the strange. suhthe, nex-
plicable and indefinite influence  that
sonetimes eomes imo ) Lie s Troon
her. Moen anay ask me if T oam nodoag-
raid, 1 add  spiritaalisim, hur bavnd,
i1 is just the other way. All ths nay
i

of

T am ssre——there ds o1 read

be the result of imagination, |

not certain. I do not know, Bt
one thing
presence in the Christ,

parted. although the world does et

Ile s not de-

soe i

In closimg  his talk, Dr. Ablott

spoke of the Protestant miscoqeeprion
of two doctrines of the Romnn Catho-
He in
real Trodily presencee in the -

lic Chureh. denied any helief
the
charist, but ailirmed that in rhe Mass
Christ was really present

—_——

1laving been interviewed regarding
these strange opinions of b Abbote,
the Rev. M. 0. Lavelle, of the  Seaw
YorhCathedral,stated (o a veporter of
the York CHerald,”

on the subject,  and amongs

New s Views

ather
things he saidi—

““The part of his remarks v v hich

D, Abhotl expesses the bebed tht
there is  in us o spirit, a soui, which
sdeath  daes not quench, huat releases
and makes efficacious,’ s strartiy in
accord with Cathobic Twith regerdiing
(he spirituality and the dmenerrabiny
of the soul.

SWhen be enneiales the Dea sl tho
those who huve died “have cone ho-
vond otur hen, bl we are nod brosord
theirs,” hie states what Qs to o -

sitlerable extent ol readly nerenee

from the doctrine of fmaorealits
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WORDS OF WISDOM FROM IR

o Spdrit.

And  again the same learnel priest
suidi—
“With  regard 1o the question  of

Christ's presenee in the [oly Foelnr-
ist, .
Dr.
own

I cannot discern clearly wliet er
Abbott  wishes to manifest hs

beliel or that  of the Catholic
Church. I he be speaking only of hig
own belief, his confidenes in a spirit-
ual presence js very connnon ['rotest-
ant doetrine,

Bl

present

Christ.
Eancharise,

Cittholies believe that

is in the Ilely

hady, soul and divinity., Coasequent-

b we hold a corporal presence,  and

it is this corporal presence which is

referred  to especially when we  use

the teclinical  term ‘real pnosciwea” ™’

As far as we are coneernel, we fegl
thai
convey almost nll that

Rev. T'ather Laveile'seaneressions
ned o said,
from a Catholie  standpoint,  regarnd-
ingr the Plyimouth  Chureh mreacher's
But, Dr.

sernion another paragraph,

ntieranees, there was in
Abbott’s
which is  open to considerable eritic-

s, e meve oxpression (o theider

that it is not absoletely necossory Lo

believe in Christ — we suppose e
means  as the Son of  God—-to be o

good Uhristinn,  There are, aceovding

to hitm,  thoosands of  good living

who  are Jews  aud Gen-
We anay have misapprehended
of the preacher, bul if

in=-

Christinns
Liles,
the meaning
his wortds as we read them are
tended 1o be taken in a litersl sonse,
they absurd  contrmdiction,
Had that (here are persang
who. for gond and reasonahle causes,
who

are an

he soid

o not profess Christianity, aet
of the Chireh,
his statewments

are insitle the spirit

woe o could coneilinte
with eortanin teachings of the tntho-
lie Chureh, For example, the one who
of the truths of Divine
and  whose ignoranee is

is Lo
[h‘\‘('hltinll,
due Lo the natural
wimnh

hut
andd viremnstaneey,
Knowng
1o

nol eulpable,
vhstaclesg,
from
helonging

have prevented  him

them, may  Jive  as
while not belonging 1o the

But. oneir with-
(raths  tnughit Dy

by the Chuareh,

the spirit
haily of the Chareeh,
of  the

Dy hiee
that persan can vo longer he consid-

in  reaeh

Christ, (insped,
pretdl as 0 UReislinn——in iany sSelse ——

unless Tully aecepting the fundament-

al  dogma of  Christianity— namely,
thee existenre nd the  Divimly ol
Chirist .

However, (o fallow  the Rev. Dr,

Abbotr in all his  religious vagaries
and pulpit eecentricities wonld e pn
task Dolh fruitless and almest in

possible,
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St CATHOLIC BISHORS,
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Ko important has been the event  of
the first Treland,  aader
the new Government Act, that ot awas
of

clections, in

{o he expected that the members

the wreat Irish Catholie hivrazeiy
woulll make reference to it in ot es-
Ahove all, when  we

pecinl mmaunner.
causitlor that the casting of voles on
thae st

act of seli-governnient ever permitted

(hat oceasion constituted

tn Trishien, sinee the nion, we el
how great was the necessity of  care
and wisdom 1 the exercise of such
franchise.  The world tooked ow aund
none had their eves more firmly fiaed
on treland  than the enemies of the
it constituterd a species of test,
wherehy ihe cotintry
could cither confirm or rdfnte the
slanderotls  comment that they woere
unable to govern themselves. In this
then, did nearly all  the

in their
mopentous

Tace;
Lthe people of

connection,
Bishaps of JTreland refer,
Lenten pastorals to the

oceasion. As an evidence of how un-

and then 1o follow it like a0 man,
Neither fear por favor nor.afieetion
should weigh with him sgainst. the

duty of supporting the very best mman
he can find; and naturally he will ex-
preet, the sandidates who seck his vote
be houmd uestions,

Lo un public

,

t

Ounly nen who have Aime and money,
command
County

at least  oeeasionally, at
do much service to the
if they live al o distance
frone its place of  meeting. But  for
all the new Councils we need men of
sense, of uprightness, of publie spirit,
of practical knowledge, who will do
the work of the new hoards rather
than tulk whout their proceedings.
It will e un enormous gain if both
at meelings convontions where
candidates ure  selected, and after-
wards at the sittings of each Board,
those unbecoming scenes arc avoided
which, when they occur, only bring
discredit on representative govern-

Council

or

just are thase bigoted men, who ac--

priesthood of fos-
am-
a

cuse Llhe Catholic
tering rebellion and disloyvalty
ongst their people, we will quote

few passages from some of those ad-

mirahle pastornl letters,

Tho Most Reverend Tr. O'Donaell,
Nishop of Raphoo, made use of  the
following language, in his Lenten
Pastoral:—

*T.et me repeat the words I recent-
1y addressed to the people in a letter
on this subject of I.ocal Government
clections—In Local Government the
people arc now masters of Ltheir own
business; and it behooves them at

once to shoulder the large responsibi- i

lity that has at length devolved upon
them, In selecting District and County
Councillors -an elctor needs to  think

Continued on Eighth -Page.

carefully what his proper course is,

ment by the people. This fine old
county and every district in it, de-
mand the services of the best, wisest,
and ablest men that can be secured;
and, thank God, our people are not
deficient in good and wise, and able
men.

Ta short, it is a sacred duty for us
all, pricsts and penple, to choose the
fittest representatives that can  be
found for tihose public positions in

' which men can do so much, either to

help or hinder the public interest. If,
all over the country, the right men
are selected, their management of
local affairs will make the claimm of
Ireland for a much larger measure of

there could be better proof of this

than was afforded by.the magnificent

Coutinued on Lighth Page. -
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‘ self—goi'ernmgnt irresistible. The alms: -
and charity of our people for Lhei;_‘_‘.
means are unbounded. I do not think

L
Lot



