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CHAPTER IX.—CoONTINGED.

When the day arrived, and_as the hour ap-
pointed for the letting approach, he conjurcd
up the appearance which the master’s office
presented, and pictured to his mind's eye the
pettifogging malignity of Pincher; the counrse
remarks, the jibing sneers, and matter-of-fact
callonsness of the opposing solicitor; the
ravening desire of some greedy land-shark io
obtain the place at & bargain; the anxiety of
Pepper; the comuniseration felt by some,
perhaps expressed by others, ot the bystanders
at his unmerited and unexpected reverse of
fortune; the bidding, the competition, the
finnl decision.

# He sat, watch in hand, from the time the
proceedings were to commence until an hour
had clapsed, and then the observation involun-
tarily stole from his lips, # Now, perhaps, I
may be a homeless ovteast " )

The next day saw the Colonel more com-
posed, but the following morning found him
early at the gatehouse, and anxiously watch-
ing the road by which the postboy must ap-
proach., At length the lad appeared, urging
the jaded mule on which he was mounted to
its utmost speed. IIis master advanced—im-
patience to Iearn his fate impelled bim on—
but when the boy, flinging himself from the
saddle, presented the bag, supposed to contain
the result of the letting, thic poor gentleman
could scarcely muster resolution to undo the
lock. At length e made the effort, and inves-
tigated the contents with bated breath.  There
was no communication from Uepper. As he
stood, almost relieved by the omission, Mike
emerged from the adjoining wood.  1Tis hag-
gard appearance bore ample testimony to the
sufferings of his mind. He, too, took comfort
from the attorney’s silence.  «If anything un-

-fortunate-had bappened, surely he would have
apprised them of it,”

Two mqre days clapsed, and still no infor-

. mation reached them, Then Colonel Blake
wrote to expruss hisastonishment and demand
an explanation, Lut he received no reply. At
lcogth the pusthoy told Mike privately = that
he heard in town that the masthier was heat,
and the placelet to Mr. Pincher.”  The rumor
was roon confirmed by direct information re-
ceived from Mr. Pepper. @ He lamented the
result, but assured his client that he had bid
nup to the highest penny he thought the place
was worth, and only desisted when he found
Pincher determined to have it, no matter at
what cost, and under such ciremmstances he
considered it might be injudicious to irritate
him by further opposition.”

But ashort time had elapsed after Johnson's
trial when Pincher Martin became subject to
annoyance from another quavter.  Mr. Brown,
his wife's half-brother, who had never besn
noticed by his new connections, took anr oppor-
tanity of informing him that he had in his pos-
sesston attested copies, in her own handwrit-
ing, of the letters which, by his mother's direc-
tions, he had delivered to himself and nncle
at the time of his marrinze. He promised to
surrender them trom fmernal affection were
hie only handsomely dealt by, aud intimated
that pending the negotiation, nloan of five
hundred pounds would much oblige him.

On the discovery of the new danger, Judge
Blatherwell, who was cousudted, arvived ot
ihe conclusion that u disclosure of Brown's
secret might e most prejudicial to Pincher's
interests,  He therefore saegested that the re-
quired sumn should be mdvanced as a friendly
accommodation, and without any reference
whatever to the documents proposced to be
given up, judiciously supposing that the best
method to render them vahieless in the eves
of the holder wonld le to appear to set no
importance on their possession; while, by
lending such s upon his bond as Brown
wight be unalide to repay, l'inchier would have
the grme in his own Lands.  Shonld his
brother-in-law become too exacting, hie might
arrest him for the debt, and any subsequent
publicution of the papers would be attributed
to revenge, when it could be shown that they
were only brought to light to injure a bene-
factorwhodured to withhold from threats fuvors
which he had alrendy proved himself but too
willing to grant from twotives of kmdness.

Brown remained gaiteso long as the money
he received Insted ; then hix  opportunities
were renewed, his necessities being occasion-
ally, though not liberully, relieved. As time
wore on and he Leeanie more confident of bis
position,Pincher’s compliance with his require-
ments became more and more rare, When
Dunseverick Castle was to be let, Drown's
entreaties had charged to menaces, and he
openly declured his intention of seeking Colo-
nel Blake and acquainting him with every-
thing he knew,  The threat produced sn im-
mediate supply, and an wrrangement for the
purchase of the letters.  But it was an addi-
tional motive for L'incher’s antipathy to Colo-
nel Bluke, and o further incentive to get him
out of the country by any means and at any
cost.

'The Irish government professed to feel grent
alarm before the landing of the French under
Humbert, and instructed all magistrates to
exert themselves sedulously in secking for
such arms as might before huve escaped delec-
tion. Pincher Martin becamae one of the most
active of their supporters, and one of the most
trusted of their agents.  He kept a strict sur-
veillunce over the sayings and doings of (he
gentlemen in his neighborhood, and constant-
Iy harassed the people by domiciliary visits.

For the purpose of annoyance, and also with
the intention of seizing that opportunity to
dislodge the Colonel, hie came to Dunseverick
accowspanied by o military escort.  His ap-
proach being noticed by the peasantry, who
suspected that hie intended to arvest Master
Mike, they followed him in crowds, determin-
ed to resist. He demanded admission in a
formal and overbearing manner, and proceeded
to ransack the Castle without offering the
slightest apology or explunation of his con-
duct.

When every other room had been visited,
be entered the drawing-room, where the Colo-
nel and Mike had remained with the ludies,
and abruptly demanded “when they meantto
turn cut? He was paying rent for the place,
and could not allow them to remain more
than ten days longer ; Ly thattime they must
be off.”

This announcement was a great shock to
Kate, for, slthough she learned from the news-
Ppapers that the place was to be let and might
ultimately Ve sold, she had not yet been in-
formed of the result of the subsequent letting,
and was now for the first time made acquaint-
ed with the nccessity of at once quitting n
home which seemcd to grow more dear to her

. ‘uncleas the probability of his being obliged

to abandon it became more apparent.

Preparations were made for the sale, and
now the ruthless hammer must decend, scatter-
ing in & few hours the household trensures

aoquired during a life—perhaps the ancestral.

relics of nges.  What dismal feelings ate con-

tised repactee . of' the thoughtless).crawd dis-
persed, the naked: and ‘deserted Tooms, once
the abode of hospitality and refiiément;iper=,
haps the sanctuary of genius, stands in their!
nakedness, fitting emblems of theriin wrought
by the stern hand’ of,death, by - disappointed:
hopes, or senseless improvidence. - - -
The Widow. Murrray was a particular favo-
rite amongst those to whom Mis¢ Bingham's
charities and kindness were extended. This
poor woman liad lost her husband, and been
left the sole support of five orphans, the ¢ldest
a confirmed idiot. The unhappy boy, as he
grew up, evinced a taciturn and gloomy dis-
position, never mixed with other children in
their play, and rarely spoke. Kate mdde
many attempts to obtainan influence overhis
weak intellect, but all her attentions seemed
to pass unheeded ; he gazed steadfastly as she
spoke to him, sometimes smiled, but rarely
broke his nccustomed silence. Although Miss
Bingham's time was now fully occupied in
making preparations for their departure, or in
supporting the depressed spirits of her uncle,
still her humble friends, who crowded to tes-
tify their feelings in the hour of her adversity,
were freely admitted to her presence, and fore~
most amongst them came Mrs, Murray, with
hier son, ¢ Rody the 1diot.”

After she had made her @ wail,” and eried
over the altered fortunes of her bencefactress,
she took w pride in telling «her young mis-
tress ' that the whole country was in the
deepest grief on account of all that happened,
aud « that even her own ¢ poor Natural,” who
Ladn't sense enough +to cry’ his own father,
God help him, was sorely fretted about ler
troubles.

The other children couldn't sleep from lis
woanings the whole night long, and his pil-
low was as wet in the morning as if bedrew it
through the river, Only the otherevening,”
she continued, ¥ the boys were tulking abont
the family’s going to leave, when Thelim
Darey said it was a burning shame to see the
Colonel put from house and home without
striking a Dlow in his defunse, and he ftook
his roul’ that if he had only a few stont
hearts to help him he'd burn Pincher in Lis
own sty.  Poor Roddy jumped out of the
corner where he was sitting, threw bis arms
about Darcy's neck, and kissed him.  Bver
since then, I declare, he does nothing but
sharpen an onld hatchet to kill Pincher, the
villain, and he wouldn't be easy until 1
braught him up to show it to yovur honor.”
The idioUs tnee Urightened as his mother de-
seribied his feclings, and when she concluded,
he drew the hatchet from under his coat,
langhed loudly, replaced it again, and then
ran from the house,” ‘

It so happened<that while returning from
Dunseverick on the last day of the auction,
after all was sold, Pincher Martin had some
time to spare, which, he thought, could not be
better employed than in makiog one of his ac-
customed forays. licing, as usual, accompan-
ied Ly an escort; he took a line of conntry
wlich bad not bLeen before visited, and while
seurching the house of a small farmer, his fol-
lowers discovered @ leather portmantean of the
most costly description.  The man in whose
possession it was found declaced most art-
lessly and without hesitation ¢ that it be-
longed to o Mr. Edwards, who had lodwed
with him;; that this gentleman left suddenly,
and had not sinee returned ; that all his cent
Leing paid, he did not consider himself justi-
fied in epeniny it and that he had kept it
safe in the expectation that the owner would
come sonie time or other to clnimit.”

The Royalists were well aware that Lord
Fdward had assumed the nane of Edwards
and been concenled somewhere in this neigh-
horheod, but although many searches lhad
been made, his place of refuge could never
before be discovered, and l'incker rojoiced at
the prize so unexpectedly fulien into his
hands.  On the lock being forced, the fivst
thing that met histeye was a letter addressed
to Lloyd Pemnant. Many others were found
concealed  amongst  the wearing  apparel,
which lie hoped might enable the government
to discover the ramifications of the United
Irish conspivuey and the nunes of its chief
promoters. What a fortunate thing for him
was so important a service! 1t merited a
buronetey,” which he determined to claim.

While reading the Ietter directed to ’en-
nant, incher was at once terror-stricken at
its contents, and delighted (hat so 1unporiant
a document had so bappily fallen into his
own possession. It was the coufession of
James Bradley, which he said, when dying,
would be found in Lis pocket. The unfor-
tunate man had dropped it at the Abbey on
the night of Lis interview with Colonel Blake,
and Lord Edward, who had picked it up there,
had citlier forgotten or been unable toforward
it (as lLad been agreed upon) to Mes. O'Mu-
hony. Pincher, merely remarking that the
letter might have some political importance,
ordered Sharp and the ycomanry officer, who
were with him, to certify with their hands and
seals on the cover that it was found in a port-
manteau belonging to the lute Lord Edward
Fitzgereld, :

This proved & happy day for Pincher. In
the morning, before scetting out, he had con-
¢luded his arrangemeats with Brown, and as-
tually got possession of the long-desived let-
ters.  In addition, he now held the only other
document which could support the claims of
arival. T'rom the mument be read the con-
fession he couceived the bold iden of utilizing
its cover.  He resolved, as n matter of conrse,
to keep the enclosure, and determined to
substitute in its stend o Fadricated letter, pur-
porting to come fron: Lord Edward, the tenor
uf which would clenrly establish & connection
between himself and Pennant, and serve to
implicate the Intter in the treasonable con-
spiracy. Being an adept in the act of imit-
ating the writing of others, he soon succeeded
in penning a short note corresponding in style
with the nddress on the certified cover; this
he carefully intermixed with occasionnl words
in Lord Edward's usual hand, of whicl: lic ac-
quired n knowledge from statistic reports
found in the portmanteau; it would thus be
supposed thatthe writer, while attempting to
disguise his hand, had oceasionally forgotten
his intention.

On his arrival at home, Pincher occupied
himself in overheuling the contents or the
portmanlean, and in drawing up an account of
bis day's proceedings, which he determined to
forward at once to the Viceroy, lest his im-
portant information should be anticipated by
others; and when, after sending two dragoons
to meet the Dublin maijl with a despatch, « on
hie Majesty's service,” he felt overcome by ex-
citement and fatigue, and betook himself to
rest, ha first carefully deposited Lis priceless
papers on ¢ table close by his bedside.

The auction was over, and the family ns-
-sembled, on the eve of their, departure, in the
library, where a part of the furniture still
remained. It might, perbaps, be the lust

'| night they should ever spend together under

shelter of the old roof, and those only who
have suffered the bitterness of sucha sitpation
can estimate the mentnl anguish whick. they
endured. The door opened softly, and

«Roddy the Idiot” peered cautiously in, but

. -Kate Luew the bird, which Roddy had
‘taken from the nest and reared himself. He:
was accustomed to. carry it-to some lonely
- bank, where he would lie for hours listening to.
itssong. - As Leseemed more attached to his
Jark 'than any other living thing, ske-had often
praised its notes in the hope of winning his
confidence, and now the poor fellow brought
"his only treasure as & parting gift. = She was
deeply. moved by such & touching tribute of
affection, and raising the cage, placed it on
her knee. The bird, as if proud of being no-
ticed, clapped its wings, and carolled forth its
merry notes. The idiotagain pceped stealth-
ily in, then gave a loud, uneartbly laugh, and
fled &% his utmost speed in the direction of his
mother's cottage. .

The party sat in silence, indulging those
melancholy feelings which this incident and
-situation gave Lirth to. The shades of even-
ing were closing around them, the lark had
nestled on thé smnall green sod which formed
hisbed, and Mike, to interrupt the current ot
their thoughts, was about proposing that they
should retire to rest, when Phelim Darcy, who
had returncd home after Lord Edward's
deatl, presented himself. He was o tall,
athletic young man, of that Spanish cast of
countenance so prevalent  in the western
coanties ; his complexion clear brown; his
cyes dark blue, and decp set; his nose long
and straight; his teeth white as ivory ; and
his jet black hair thick and curled ;- his neck
was bare,nnd the opened shirt exposed to view
o brawny, sunburnt chest; he stood before
them an incarnate personification ot daring
courase and unswerving fidelity,

“ Colonel, Master Mike, and Miss Kate)”
said their visitor, “ I'm come, too. like the
rest of the ncighbors, to bid good-bye, and
bless ye. Inever broke your bread, and nei-
ther 1 or mine ever lived under you or yours,
yet Heaven knows how I feel, and what I'd
do if1 had the power, Dut the blessings of
the poor must prevail, and ye have thim, one
and all of ye; so I tell you to be of good
cheer, for there's times coming when every
honest man will get his own.”

Advancing to Miss Bingbam,and falling on
his knee, he took her hand and kissed it,
bowed respectfully to the Colouel and Mike,
and then, after receiving their united thanks
fur his kind wishes, withdrew.

CHAPTER X.

WiEex Darcy left the Castle at the close of
this interview, he struck direetly into the
woods and followed a pathway whichy led toa
narrow part of the river, where the teunk of o
tree thrown over two rudelv-constructed albut-
ments formed a rustic bridge for the accom-
modation of foot-passengers. DMorc than once
he fancied that he heard a footfall close be-
hind him, but on tuning to ascertain if he
were foliowed, no one could be seen.  After
crossing the bridge, Darey felt for some object
concealed in the grass, and thep, after keeping
along the river side for o vonsiderable dis-
tance, he turoned to the right, and made his
way with difficulty through the dense under-
wood by which the ground was covered. The
overbanging trees shut out the faint moon-
lizht, and he soon paused for the purpuse of
ascertaining if e was proceeding in the right
direction. A branch snapped close beside
him, and a moment afterwards there was o
rstling noise.  Somce one was ou his track,
vet he could see no object.  The only break
in the leafy eanopy which covered him was
where a cock lane interseeted the weod some
distance in advance, and the streak of light
which it admitted was his guide to the point
heaimed at reaching.  1e¢ kuew not how to
act, or what fo do.  To strifie might be fatal
to a friend; to challenge might bring a spy
upon him. He remained motionless.  The
deep stlence which reigned around ajurmed
him. His beart beat as though it weuld
konock his ribs out. The thought flashed
across his heated imagination—+ Could it be
the fairies?” The fort lay not fiue off, he
trembled like a frightened child, and unable
to endure furG.or suspense, gave a low, pro
longed whistle, nat loud enough to Lie beard
at any considernble distance, but sufiiciently
s0 to be recognized by those who widerstood
the signal nnd might be near him.  The si-
lenee remained unbroken, his challenge un-
answered,  Seized with a sudden panic, he
then rashed headlong forward, and never
stopped umtil he reached the lane and stood
clear of the overhanging trees.  IHere le
paused again, and again the ruslling noise
could be distinetly hcard slowly following in
his wake. Running hastily towards the fort,
which flanked the other side of the Jane,
Darcy removed a stone snd drew forth a mus-
ket from the rabbit hole which it concealed.
Then, kneeling under the sbade of a large
hawthorn bush, he awaited the appearance ot
his pursuer.  The rustling noise had ceased,
yet no one came.  Tkhe sweat rolled frow his
forchead ; he mutiered a prayer ; there wasa
movement behind him; he sprang to his legs
and levelled bis picee. )

¢ What the d 1 ave you nbout, Phelim ??
cried the foremost of a group of armed men,
who advanced townrds where he stood.

#My ewrse on you Mickey ! said Darey
lowering his musket. ¢ Was it you that give
me such a fright? Why dida't you answer
the signal ? I don't like such thricks, and
it’s lueky for you that I didu't strike.”

I dowt understand you,” rteplied the
other. #I mave you no fright.”

“Didn't you follow me through the wood "

« No.»

#Then you passed the bridge before I came
up, and where war ye since ?*

“We went to the dance-house, where Tim
Daly staid, courting bissweetheart.”

“And ye might huve spaved yersuh'é: the
trouble of that same walk,” rejoined Daly,
“for Il be here in time if I never saw yer
ugly faces. The moon's only full on the lane
now,nnd we'll be where we want to be before
she s down?

«'Then,” said Darcy, lowering his voice,
“we're spied, or the good people have been
doin’ theiv will upon me,” and then le reluted
all that had oceurred. '

After a short counsultation, the party, now
consisting of seven persons, moved it to-
wards the river by a more circuitous, but less
difiicult, route than that which Darey had
taken, to reach tho place of rendeavous.
As they proceeded, they frequently looked
back, to ascertain if they were dogged, but
nothing occurred to excite their suspicions.
They hiad now passed the bridge, and wero
about te tnrn an angle which would ghis v
out from their view, when Darcy suddenly ex-
claimed :

uMother of Mercy! it's a large binck dog
that’s following us. I saw him cross the
bridge this moment.”

The men halted, looked in the direction he
indicated, but could discern nothing.

#It's something not right," continued the
affrighted lender. ‘ .

# He couldn’t cross running wather,” whis-
pered one of bis companions. .. .

“ Not through it," rejoined another.. #Over
it he can, if there's a bridge.”

1 God defend ns!” was uttered in chiorus by

covering any cause for alarm, 7. When tl;%
‘cleared the extensive plantatidn;through!
“which theit route lay, they stood elogé in front:
of Pincher's mansion, ° T
-7 A portion’of Castlemore was of very ancient
.date;-but-modern additions had been attnched
to the massive square tower, and the style of-
the whole structure had been modified 50 as
to resemble »n Elizabethan manor: house
rather than an ancient Irish stronghold. In
front, two stories only were shown, while in
the rear, whero the remains of the original
building sprang from a small lakeside and
leaned agninst & steep ascent, there were
four.

Darcy thrust his hand into some ivy clus-
tered round the trunk of an cnormous oak,
and drawing forth o handkerchief which he
found there, whispered to his followers:

“All's well. Now, boys, off with . your
brogues and remain quietly at the hall-door
until I openit No noise, for your lives; you
lknow there's sodgers in the house. Not a
word when you come in, butlet the first man
hold by me and follow, and so on, one after
another.”

Then leaving them, he proceeded towards
the side of the Castle, and raised a ladder,
which he found amongst the shrubs, to anopen
window. He paused for a moment until the
ladder stirred from above; then instantly
mounting, he was received by a girl, who led
him ciutiously from the room. Darcy and
his conductress had scarcely passed the door
before another fignre darted forward, sprang
up the ladder, disappeared through the win-
doy;, and followed closely on theiv steps.
The leader of the party was conducted noisc-
lessly along a corridor, which gave at one end
on the first landing-place of tbe grand stair-
case leading from the hall to a spacious
lobby, on one side of which was the bed-
chamber of Pinclier. When they had gained
this point, his guide stopped. A dim light
was perceptible in the lobby above from the
large bay-window, of which the curtains re-
maived undrawn, and in the hall below from

"(Who-béiyg-of the old 'family she conceived
bad’!a ¢laim on-her fidelity) shouid be, safe
from all danger. The attack, therefore:was
defeired. until*Mrs. Martin® had set out-
“visit to a relative living at sohe distance.

“While Castlemore ° still - burned Colonel
-Blake-and his family” were already on-the
road leaving, it might be for ever, his ances-’
trad residence. SR

Mike remained behind for the purpose of
settling accounts and collecting outstanding
arrears of rent from the tepaunts, which had
not by Mr. Pepper's direction been noted on
the rental returned to the receiver. He in-
tended to occupy the castle as long as he was
permitted to do so, and bad arranged when
dispossessed to be the guest of Mrs. O'Ma-
hony while business necessitated his stay in
the neighborhood.

Arrived in Dublin, the Colonel called on
Mr. Pepper, who warmly pressed him to re-
wain at his house while in town. The in-
vitation being declined he insisted on their
dining with him the same day; they would
then have an opportunity of talking maltters
over in the evening. Although indisposed to
mix in society, the Colonel felt that on the
present occasion he must sacrifice his private
feelings to his interests. While waiting an
interview hesaw Mr Pepper, so inaccessible
to others, who appeared from their disappoint-
ment to have had important business to
transact with him, that he doubted being able
tolay bis own views before him unless he ac-
ceded to the proposed agreement. He ac-
cordingly agreed to dine, supposing that he
and Miss Bingham would be the only guests.
Great, then, was his disappointment to find
the drawing-room crowded with strangers, to
each of whom his host, nolens volenss, pre-
sented him. ‘They were mostly bacristers cn-
waged for Lord Brachla, or attorneys wlho had
been employed nsagentsat the election.  Mr.
Perper was in high spirrts, but the petition
which he bad now no doubt must prove un-
successful was the sole topic of conversation
during the evening. The Colonel remained
at table until o late hour, in the hope of hear-

the fanliglit which topped the door, while the
intermediate space in which they stood was
dark as pitch.

# Now,” whispered the girl, “you can't go
astray. The bolt is ofl, and the key is in the
lock ; the sodgers are all drunk.  When you
come up, his room is on the rieht; he cant
get away, for the back passageis stopped, and
yoit needn't be aftaid, for the powder is wet
in Lis pistols. I'll watch on the back stairs
for fear any ope should come up that way.
But, Phelim, dear, den't kill him if you can
help it.”

Darcy groped his way cautiously to {he hall.
As he laid his hands upon the key sume one
stimbled on the stairs.

¢ 0, murther! Nelly, you've destroved us,*
he muttered. Then waiting & short time to
ascertain if the aceident had occusioned any
alarm, and finding tbat no one stirved, he
gently turned the key.  His gang entered, and
followed hiw in single file, a5 they had been
directed.

Whieu the leader of the party reached the
lobby, he stopped until his companions were
Deside him g then throwing himself with all
his force against the liedroom doar, sl mevi-
ing no resistance, he tumbled Lead-foremost
on the tloor.  Springing to his feet, Tie rushed
towards the bed, and flung Limself upon its
occupunt, who writhed and struzgled to re-
lieve himself. The decaying turf fire (lick-
ered, and by its Nght Darey recognized the
face of & Noddy the Idiot,™ as he gasped for
breath under the pressure of his iron grasp.
A cenndle being guickly lighted, both rooms
were diligently searched,  Roddy's hatehet
lIny buried in the pillow, but Pincher was no-
where to be found.

“ Hell seize the fool!” cried the leader.
4 The villain has cecaped. Hurry, my lads,
cvery one takea coal; we'll hurn the house at
all events.”

Fortunately for himself, Pincher had heard
the noise, his slumbers not being tranquii.
Springing from his bed, e made for the bick
passiyre, communivating with that part of the
house in which the soldiers were stutioned,
hut the door leading lo it from his dressing-
closct was fustened on the ontside. Imrme-
diately retracing Lis steps, he reached the
Iobby just s the hall-deor opened to admit the
conspirators. The bustle occasioned by their
entrance, slight as it was, prevented them from
hearing their intendel victim ns he descended
the stairs in the hope of escaping by the land-
ing-place door. It, too, was closed, and be-
fore he could find thebandle- to ascertain if it
were bolted, the men commenced ascending
from the hall.  Pincher's only chance of
safety thenlay inremnining quict. Hestood
ak closely denwn up as possible in the angle
formed by the walls—the balustrade creaked
under the pressure of the assassing' grasp, and |
the stairs sprung under their feet as they ap-
proached bim-—their hands almost touched
his Lody, and the breath frow their nostrils
fell upon his checks as they passed.

Taking advantage of the noise vecasioned
by the rush into his room, Pincher quickly
opened the dvor and fled along the corridor
towards that end where Nelly stood watching.
Striking against her in the dark he wheeled
suddenly, supposing that his encmies were
there before him; then turning into the first
open door and percciving from the wind
which blew freshly upon him that the window
wasg raised, he made for it, intending to jump,
out, but his band lighted on the Wndder top;
he descended in eafety, and dreading te ap-
proach the ouse for fear of being interrupted
hefore hie could obtain assistance, he ran int
the sbrubbery and guined the cover of the
woods,

Hoddy the Jdiot's anxiety to have « the first
blow,” saved Pincher's life, for he it was who
followed Darey so pertinacionsly and whose
full ro seasonably aroused the master of the
mansion from  his uncasy sleep. 4 The
natural " had overheard the conspirators plan-
ning the murder, and with the cunning often
evinced by unfortunates of his kind, he deter-
mined to dog the footsteps of the leader as
the surest method of avriving in time to par-
ticipate in the glory of the action.

Darey and lis party having set fire to all
the upper rooms which gave upon the cor-
ridur, got clear of the honse with the least

ing something of Lis own affairs, but the wine
had circulated freely, and when the other
guests retired Pepper was not in a condition
to transact business.  He made a sort of
mmbling excuse for having asked so many
persons, but #they were all such prime fol-
lows that he couldn’t help it.” ‘Ihere was
Lut oncthing for it, his client must dine again
with him to-morrow, all alone positively,
when no interruption would on any acevunt
be permitted.

In a few minutes after the Colonel's arrival
on the next day at Pepper’s house, his host,
npparently much excited, jumped from a
huckney coach which drove rapidly to the
door; and, on entering, ordered the chain to
be pat on the ball deor, and gave special di-
rections that it should not be opencd to any
stranger. Then running to the drawing-voom,
nud dizpensing with the ordinary salutation,
he alruptly asked the Colunel if he had been
in the streets during the day ; and, on Deing
answered in the affirmative, declived that he
was the huckiest man alive.  «Only think, sir,
that rascal, Sharp, has obinined an attach-
ment against you for contompe of conrl, Tt

t
i

e 1 n
from thexc,ounuy:b§ ‘the terror. ;;?lalx?:y J{i‘;;;n

ment. He'did not, however, hurry
Jpossesston, for it wounld he duﬁge?rflﬁhﬁho. o
exgited state of the country tu hazarg nL
ence'there. An additional renson for gup, 1t
that Mike might possibly be caught 1) W4
meshes of the 1aw and disposed of afigr 11, (B¢
m’gi{:‘n n.s_thelColorr{clzll. 1€ Barge
i le surprise of the pubiie in
Aike himeelf, he was allowed to f@x’.’ﬁf{‘n"{' D og
Jested, and the world gave greng creulinmo'
Pincher Mariin for the good feeh ngand fo ,‘
ance which he displayed on the ocenslgy, - ) toF
length this gentleman was prepared to gy, ik
he obtained proof-positive cvldencuu.uz”‘.&
had interfered witli the tennntry, ang ho losg o
time intaking advantage of the discoyvpp 105 ng
himself ol a person whose presence “”"l)t}“ !
u‘%ﬁ n%l his deslgas. SAt froe
sharp practiclng attorneys
timein ibelr employment what wus tt':-f-h"ti h
called * an afidavit man,” in Other “.Qr"(lrcall)'
individual always ready to swear to t), .
of legal papers on persons whom he g, orie
perhaps, 50 much s sten ; and throggy 1C°¢r
strumentallty. of one ofthase ensy.eoyeriic I~
retainers an attachment was abtalge . Chced
the unsuspecting Mike, without p, ¥Ainst
aflorded thie slightest Inttmation of iy g 03
This preliminary proceeding taken, Py, LSer.
parcd to aet, He sentnotice that heshod ¢
in attendance with the receiver to tak,, n k_'oe
slon on 4 eertain day, affording amypj, llpn(;‘-“"'\'
vrzanize arcsistance.” On his arrivy) he m" r?
the gates lacked, the doors nnd windows ooc ™t
aud the custle vecupied by a crowd ox‘mé"‘""j‘
termnined to oppose him. The gnrrim""\f‘.e'
juamoned to surrender by * the offieey of 1‘""
ourt,” and the reply was a bullet, whicl, .. .
through Mr. Sharp’s hat and very néur’fr Td
prived the Chancellor of n most ""h-ium,"' fit-
vaul. Pincher and his party instantly her-
trented audan application was forthwity, pe-
to the igh SherliF or a force sutliciuy) j, 210
tect the recefver In the diseharge of i« 1‘.'"."
The * rising ” was hourly expected gy, ;} uty,
were said to be lnforee off the coast, ang o
the clrcumstanees Mike had determieg g
tain his footing vi et armisy it need .~houl)l ,n_-.
Those for whose personal safery . Was ; ".'
solicltous were remioved from haim ; (ljp e
ests were, he concelved, entrusted 1g 3y .y
and the habltual reckICsSuess of eops g geat:
which generally intiuenced his condugey Wi z’f‘.‘f
own safety alube Was at stake, Jrevgijog o
*serimmage ” he ng Inevitable, e resolyed r'l
devote hlwxelf to the eause of e chicf gp | 2
family and to defend his pussusstns 1;‘"
hope that i the French arrived and e Y
geuls succeeded, the legal leeches might lf-
shakep off'and justice trinmphover ey,
The King's troops were fast drawing 1o th,
Westin aunticlpation of the expected nfu'-.h:"n'
and . Hesstan regiment having arrived iy e
nelghborhood, Piucher and Sharp, accompap-
led by the Sheritt, suddenly appéured hos
Lunseveliek with an mmposing military ur
The garrisun, who nad recelved intelligen
their alprosch, were ulte ]u‘('p:ll'x-dnlu Ve
themn o warin reception. T'he walls Or'the Casthe
were thick, and the narrow  windows Wepe
flrmly seculed by iron bolts of greng strengmh
the outer doors were burricaded, :nd i ther
buods and mattresses plied ngaly st them on
inside to resist the eflects of muasket ry '
The entrance gate to the yurd sk oflives
wihich formed aperfeet square, surrouw | ol
the gut=ide by wdeep and broad diteh e d wigh
water, was fortificd and proteeted by ninber
of newly-tilled trees, so pliaced as 1o rebder e

15 but g

aress by wosudden aEsawvit 1inpossible, wie it
tetenders were able W oehver their sy, 1T

the air-holes in the stable<lofts and o
which presenated a aank wall 1o Ui s v, e
proiched to assl e rom wathoul, Ty
officer i command of the dragoots ag, itk
ing a reeonmasance, ordered” bis ey g, o
Iwunt, and stationed themy in 1he ayoee il
Lered positions, which were potitcd aut by 1,
receiver’s badliin, who was perfeetly ORI
with the loeality aud Knew well every
deeess (o the castle,  This fellow, whid )y,
disipissed by Mike tor mitsconduet, |
avaited himself of the change of agents e
L hisrevenge. e tendered Ws seey e
was wilitbgly employed by Sharp, Jdos ay
Wis resdy dor the adyvance, e baliit s
ritclier Ut o small window which ws e upon

MWeshied,

is actually in the hands of the Laillit<. who
have been seeking you everywhere : Tuckily, 1
went into the sub-Sherifi's office on some
other business, and found  out all abont it, |
Catchemn is a cupital fellow,w most particnlar
fricnd of mine, and wounid do wothing he conld
avoid to injuremy clients; Le just gave men
wink, pointed to the book, and left the room
while I made a search  (the proper way of
doing the thing, you know, for he couldu’e
tell as be's sworn to recrecy) 5 you must stay
here nntil after twelve to-night, Colonel, 1¢s
out of theguestion that you could venture
home befure then, for if taken you might be
in jail all your life; to-morrow will Le Sun-
day, when you cun drive down to the Pigeon |
House, and embark for England.” |

Neither the Colanel nor Rate had much ap-
peiite for theirdinpel, E

Every kooelo s the huwat
door or putt at the hell threw bothinw an ve-
rlacy of fear amd trembling,  Tueir nost on
every such occislan breoke vt into tioree i-
Veellves agiunst Sharp's ungentlemanly con
thact, and swore he would retuliate on sompe
of that pentlanan’s eclients  the moment
i opportuunily  presented  {tsell When
the clock struck midnight and the Colone}
prepared to leave, Pepper took oceasion to
mMurm  hin that the suft was an  une- |
wsually expeasive one, that he had already ad-
vilneed considerahte smins in his behaldr: that
Lord Brachlu's aftair had thoroughly drained
Iim, but that earrying it throuzh was a necoes-
sity—a successtul issuc belng the onty chinee he
had of paymentin patromige.  Ile wound up a
dismal account of his personal perplexitics and
pecuniary diiculties oy declaring that se must,
huave an immediate supply of three hundred
pounds, or, however much inclined (o serve the
Colone!, he could not any longer transact his
business.  He then proposed golng to break st
with him next morning, when he hoped the
money would he fortheoming, as his payment
Was a afe gua nor to sccure his ratare
sCryiees,

The Colonel had aboul five hundred pounds
in his pocket, the remnant of the produet of the
auction. He was unwllling to lessen  the
amount of bis funds when golng to u strange
country, but what could he do? It wius neees.
sty that his allndrs should be looked after, nad
he Iay completely at Mr. Pepper's merey, there
being no time, were he so inclined, to employ
wnother, as his bersonal satety precluded the
bossllillty of delay; hut were iU otherwise g
change of solicitors wonld only create nhother
enemy and draw down another valture Lo prey
upon te cep il mortuim Orhis already ditapid-
ated forzane. He gave the required snm and
cadled, en route for London.  Alwnys hnbituated
to the clegancies befitting his statlon i socicty
and being still certoln of a respectable Gag uét:
«nce when the estite shonld Lie sold, or Moy
horrowed npon it, the Colonel had nao (der thity
retrenchment in what lie considered the ordin-
ary comtorts of life was required al hils hands,
He theretfore travelled In his awn earriage and
nosted 10 his intended place of sojourn. By the
time he reached the wetropolis the contents of
hls original stacli-purse wias sadly diminished,
‘This, however, was no ciuse for anxiety, ror
suppiles were daily expeeted, and after passing
the rirst night at a hotel the funtly were settied
in handsome apartments edjeinlng one of the
fushionable squures. The excitement of travel-
ling and cuange of seene effected a marked im-
provement I the Colonel’s health and spiris,
Kinte, woo, felt the Influenee of the bostle and
splendor by which slic was surroundetdund al-
most censed to regret a removal which released
her from those scenes of gunoyunce and bumilf-
ntion which huad so greatly cmblitered the lntter
perlod of therr resldence at. Dunseveriek.

Although Mr. Pincher Martin's lamentations
on yeeount of the destruetio  of his housewere
Ioud, Jtis certain that his regret way vather 8-
mulated than renl, The letters, o Browr and
thesalior’s confession ad lﬂ?.laubtedly bees de-

etroyao lre, wi. (3 clleved hing fromag g
l_.ongc,‘(f,{{'l the flre, b ense cttlier chould Lo,

pussible delay, and having ascended a distant
hill beyond the reach of pursuit, thev w-*
down upon its summit to was-n e iesilt of
their opu‘.mo?g suolt light gleamed in the
differe—s epartments, then the flames shot
through the windows., They could hear the
crackling of the burning timber in the still
night and the shouts aud curses of the
‘dArunken soldiers as they escuped. The work-
men's bell rang an elarm, but no one cume to
render assistance at its summons ; presently
the fire burned through the roof and soon
after it tumbled in with an awful crash.

Darcy remained gazing on the scene of de-
struction until tho, ruin of Castlemore was
consummated,; then rising to depart, he said
mournfully : « Well, T never thaught to see
the day when I or one belemging to me
would .burn the home of the Martins.”

of his design, The recelver was hla creature,

© el
ars oot vtHéed to av d demanded ofhim. ‘i
u!ldln,-.: amt jurniture had been prusently -
sutwd 1o thelr full value, and the nmount of the
potley would make no inconsideradble addithy

10 the floating capitnl, of whieh [t was bis 11Xt
determination that no legal praceedings shouly
cprise him—if matters catne to thoworsg he
could live upon it out afthe kingdom ane Do-
yond the rench of his onemles. The barning, -y
the whole, told rather In favor of hs personnt
Interests than agalnst thom nnd, mereover, fur-
ni~hed o plausibie exeuse'tor removiug to Dun- |-
severick, where ho was most auxtus to estah-
18 1 himself. In those days the acministration
of equily Jow wasg very lox and tore were fre-
queut {r<tnnees of mortgagees en‘cring into pos-,
sesslon and holding on w-t1] ther clajmsas ere-'
ditors merged. by Inpsefof timeinto undi-puted!|
propric'orship ™ It wur by this quiet.and nnob- |,
trustve process that Plneher fitonded to ‘dppro-
priatethe Blake estate to hirself, and every ne-.
cessnry. step had Leen taken 0 Securethoguceess,

itnd rtinous 48 recelvers stil ore 1o ihy property

Pincher continued bhis. flight until he

ttles,

alnckelileh
exponied’-
dlers work
Sufllclent space

assanit. (
pikemen, who {ought.fro
“of thelr barricade.
Aapnln and agatn
9““% ﬂimln the il
.the adjo!ning rooms, :
tge grentest determination’

unfortmnately  placed: under their control; they:
then possessed uu infinitey greater powgr. of do,

the shrabbery and lizhted @ lumiber ioom wy.
unbarred, that he et raised the sashoand (o,
the apartmeiil Wioceupicd.  He therenos
Jused that while anwatiacl was Loang
front, he should leat i party aud
castle by this unsecured window, i
tivn bemnyg approved o, a sergeant With tove
men aund o brompeier to sonnd acall whaon they
had estabtlshoed themselves witliin swere ol o
tu jollow bt and exceute the surprise, By o
tine the bl wuas supposcd Lo hive woennd
his point ol attaek, the sheril, at the Leaor o
strens detachine nt, nearched diveetly tote hall
door. Then he stated his business oo ol
valee, atd demamded admission, Aoy huvigg
three times repeated lis sUmnions, Wi je
ceiving a repiy, thie soldiers were ordered to
foree an entrence.  Rledges were innpedatdy
pur In requisition, bat dhe first blow w
swered by o well divected tire from the o
windows, which woere now thrown opg
filled with arued mens While the by
belug warmly carried on in feont, the bibe
withi hls party reachied the anscetited wineow,
Nat perceiving any person 1o oppose it
raised the sash, and entering hei toremost,
placed his hands upon the foor to altond i
suppert, while e drew in the rest of b

Justas he touched the botrosu Llow wis ¢
Wiy with o hidehet widely elett fus <kulr, the
fall and shinouer of the weapon werescen by
thuse on the owside, but the persen wuo
wiclded B was serecned from view Dy e posk
tion in which he stood.  The trunipeier imnne
dlately sprang upon the window-~ul, wd ad
vinelng his rght leg and sword e within the
window, he paused 3 then, suddenly Fending bis
head, he brought his body within (he sish, A
that mument the bateliet agamn desecnged, b
this time too late.  Theurumpeter detended nime
selfsuccesstutly, though he ¢ould not aavanee
tor the 1aphly repeated blows prevented him
fromgetting his left leg elear of the winuw, o
release him from so perllous a pusitlon the s
geant passed i pistol uuder hisaom andired i
the direction ol the concealed cuetny, The
ctlect was dectsive; Roday the Idiot uitoring a
loud Irowl, vushied trom the raom, and the utm-
puter etlected bls entranee; but the untoriaute
Tellow had searcely time to stand upright belore
the spare ammenition of the troop which he
cardea in o linen bag stung over s shoulder,
citught tlre, and the stparate explosionof ear-
tridyges yesembling an Independent tre or iy
ketry almimed the gay ison and detened his
companions from following. They et
with preeipitntion, and when Mike's poople
ghided by Luddy arrived, they found the trum
peter enveloped 10 lames and neariy burncato
denth. The priming of the sergeant's pistul had
lgulted the bLag and destroyed hils eonnude.

ine

CHAPTER XI.

WHILE this was passing at the slde, the it
tack on tue frout of the castly had prom:’
cqually unsuceesstul,  When fire was vpenid
from the wingsows the ofileer withdrew the prt-
eipal part of his men to the cover of the T,
trom whence they could protect thuse lef 0
Work the sledge, and annoy thelr aypunents
with 1nore safety. The door at length yielded.
bt 1t wits Gyund Tmpossible Lo advaee frem the
barrleade riwed within, when the sergeant
Jolning and repoctng his'mallure, o reteal was
ordered . und “the Hesslang, now nearly sare
rounded by musses of the assembling peasantry,
were barely able (o snve themselvos from des
struction by o 1apid flight. A despateh for-
warded 1o the General Comninndimg thy Bis
trlet apprised hin of the guecessiul resistanee
uffered by the insurgents, and demanded such re
Infi.reements as would enable the royal Lroops
Lg resune the offensive and nssert thy suproi-
ey of the law,  Tlicher himself prooveied to
headquariers 1o hear testimony to the coneel-
nessof the defented eflicer's report, and to ggc:%
for o speedy complintice with his wishes, Two
Dicees’ of conpon were immediately sent for-
ward, with directlons to renew the attack.

Early next mornlng, before Mike's followers uu!}
recovered the etleet of o earouso in honor O

thelr victory, Danscverick wasagiun surrou nded

on all sides and the artlliery cammenced batfer
Ing in 1ts already shattere’d deoor,
drlven to desperatlon—cutoft from all chuneed
esfup‘de, and hopeless of success—its deteuders re:
[SURYT

law had already been proctaimed. and they wese
but oo well awnle that u drum-head cosrt
martfal and instent execution would Lo their
Inevitable fute sliould they fall alive into the
huands of thelr ¢nemies,. Thelr only » hanee ©

snfety lay In hulding out until released by an lt-
yading force. The confiiet wns long and desper-

Now, [l

to die rather than sarrender. Martlal

s=the besleged. more than once drove the AI-
from thelr guns. Atlengtl tho fire
then consed—1helr ammunttion \yai
Jplieved from annoykie, the 80
o 'GlLr guns \;vlth dxxfwro l}){ﬁﬁﬁlg& .
'_1 xoon clearcd for a
A huIliI"l{l{]I;ie “?\}PB]-'J daghed forward to 'rtnlg
y ; sakand repulsed by the
Tiia® atéfind the _rem:;ln
until at length U008 ﬁ?ﬂﬁ‘t X
il e R
1 N =y
lon s but they wera 6H%

moment losing é;ro'\md,'nnd the volce of Pinc g
digtinctly heard,

as ho:ordered the Hesslans ©




