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SeTEMBNx 10, 1890,

JERUSALEM AND THE BAST.

On Sunday, July 20, Bishop Blyth ard his
chaplain, the Rev. Theodore B, Dowling, were
present at a very interesting service in the
Cathedral Church of the Armeniasn Patriarch in
Jerusalem, This church iz dedicated to St
James, to whom there is & chapel of com-
memoration and & tomb. It is of singular
beauty, and is decorated with ancient blue tiles

-which would turn the head of & fancier of such |

ware, - They are very old and very exquisite.
There are some pictures of patriarchs and
kings, and some of saints and martyrs, on the
walls of the church, There iz no image, The

sltar is prominent, not soreecned ; the decora-
tions sre simple and in good taste, though rich
&nd beautiful. There I8 & great deal in the
Armenian Chorch which is common to the
Anglican Church also, and very muoch in their
Liturgy,

Porbaps & few remarks by way of prologo
mena, may be intercsting in illustration of the
intercourse botween the Armenian Church and
the Church of England, The Armenian Church
has been eaid to be tainted with heresy, but this
has been constantly denied by them, and with
probsble truth, It is likely that the misap-
prebension of a single theologioal term led
to this cbarge, which unkindness maintained,
and that it i8 an ovnfounded charge. In the
admirable sand most toushing reply of the
Catholicos of the Armenian Church to the
Pastoral of Pope Leo XI1L in 1889, published
by the S.P.C.K,, it is claimed that the
Armenian Church has existed 1854 yesrs in
independence, which it will ever maintain,

There have been several instances of friendly
dealing between ourselves and this Church,
When calling on the Vicar General of tho Patri-
arch before the arrival of the present Patriarch
st Jernealem, Bishop Blyth spoke of ihe kindly
fealing which had been lately produced in India
by the virit of an Armenian Bishop to Csloutta,

- who bad been present at the services of the

)

¥

Eogliech Church on several ocoasions, and had
given the Benediction at the close of the ser.
vice. He also gave a beautifnl and costly ve
ment at one church where vestments were in
use. One of the Bishops present replied that
they bad earlier records than that of the friend-
liness of the Engliech Church in Caloutta, In
their library there was the printed record of the
visit of an Armenian priest to Culoutta, who
was present at the dedication servide in the
great chuich there (apparently referring to the
dediostion of St. John’s Church, before the
arrival of Bichop Middleton), and tbat he was
placéd amongst the English clergy in the
sanctuary. lt is a long memory of a small
kicdness, There has been much personal friend-
liness between tho Armenians at Jorusalem and
Bishop Blyth, which the arrival of the present
Patrisrch, who is a diligent and enlightened
advocate of education, and who speaks English,
acquired dnring residencoe in America, bas
greatly furthered. At the Bishop's ordination
on Trinity Sunday, 1389 (when representatives
of all the Eastern Churches in Jerusalem were
resent), the Armenian Patriarch, and three of
is Bi:hops and one or iwo priests were pro-
minent, The Bishop made a farewell call be
fore leaving for England last year, anu in the
course of scme convereation about the English
Liturgy the Patriarch said ho knew tho English
Liturgy welil, ard bad a Prayer Book which
was pow becoming dilapidaied. The Bishop
srked leave to replace it with a better, a pro-
posal which v as very kindly received. When
in England the Bishep was mentionirg this to
the Rov. H. R. Bramloy, Fellow of Magdalen,
Oxford, who eaid, *Let mo take that charge.”
And he sent out to the Patriarch a copy of
s very beautiful black letter edition, of which
only fifty copies were printed originally, and
algo, a copy of the wellknown smali

quarto edition of the §.P.C.K. Both were

bound as perbaps only Oxford can bind! The
‘Patriarch and his clergy were greatly pleased
with this present, which the Bishop presonted
to him in Mr, Bramley's behalf. Last week the
Patriarch called on the Bishop, and brought
with him t{wo copies of a quarto edition of the
Armenian Litargy, printed and bound in his
own convent. Oce copy was for Mr. Bramley,
the other for the Bishop. The edilion is one
that would do oredit to an English house; but
the Armenians can show printing, bookbinding,
and a museum and a college that evidence very
great advance over anything that we can show
in Jerusalem, The Patriarch invited the Bishap
to be present at ome of their high services, and
said that on Sunday they observed the Feast of
the Transfiguration with great solemnity ; the
Bishop's old friend, the Vicar.General, would
celebrate, as a Bishop usually did on that oe~
casion, They named 7 a.m. for the time of
the Bishop's visit, bat said that there was an
earlier mervice going on from 5 a.m.

When the Bishop and kis chaplain arrived
they found that careful srrabgements had been
made for them, and the Principal of the Patri-
arch’s Collego in the convent, Mr, Isaae, who
was educated in part at Dorchester and Cowloy,
come forward 1o help the Bishop to understand
the service, of which he had an English transla-
tion. The Patriarch was presching with great
force and distinotness when they were brought
in. After & short interval, during which a
hymn was sung, the procession of clergy camo
in, with the Bishop, who was to celebrate, wear-
ing his mitre; a chaplain ocarried his pastoral
staff, which was of the Bnglish shape, and of
silver jewelled; his mitre was large of the
Latin pattern, of cloth of gold jewelled, The
vestments were much like those worn formerly
in England, and extremely rich and handsome.
There was & large choir of men and boys, all
richly vested who sang the responses and an
occasional hymn or anthem. They stoed (ihe
hoys in front, the men behind, about thirty.five
of each), forming three sides of a square, in the
centre of the church, The Patriarck’s throne
is & double one, with two chairs; the inner of
these is the throne of the Patriarch, but
it is once only occmpied by him at his
installation; the theory being that St. James
who ie claimed to have been beheaded where
the beautiful little chapel of commemoration
stands, retains the throne, which is oooupied
once only by the Patriarch; his chair is on the
right within the eame dais. On the south side
of the church is & corresponding dais, on which
Bishop Blyth snd his chaplain were placed.
The Bishop, who cflioiated, was assisted by twa
priests (who wore the atole crossed) and by
tour deacons (who wore it over the leit
shoulder), and by several other attendants; all
wore vestments very tastefal snd of groat value.
The chalice, tail ard large, was of gold, or sil-
ver gilt; the paten fitted the top of it. The
Armenisns use unleavened bread, and not a
mixed chalice; the Grecks use unleavened
bread, bat made for the purpose with great
care, snd lhey wuse a mixed chalice, The
Liturgy of tho Armonian Church is very ancient,
and i8 gxtre_mely beautiful, and it contains
msny points in harmony with our own. There
are one or Lwo expressjons in the English trans
lation whioh would cateh an Engleh eye; for
instance, when the groat eaints of the Church
are oommemorated, the Blessed Virgin is
mentioned a8 worthy of ‘ worship”; but the
explapation gives ihe semse in which, in 1
Chron. xxix, 20, *“ They worshipped God, and
the King™: the term is an Oriental one. The
wholo service was rendered with extreme
devotion, &nd was truly a magnificent service
of praiso and thanksgiving, most heartily and
earnestly rosponded throughout on the part of
tho ohoir ana people, The altar was on a raized
dais; there were lighted candles on it, and
incopse was used during the service, which was
& festival service of bigh importance, The

altar was approached by steps on either side
‘but not in front, When the congregation wadra
communioated (the choir firat, then the people,)
the Bishop oame to the front holding the
chalice in which were the bread and the wine
together ; he knelt down, enpported by two of
the clergy, and so communicated the people,
who came forward with great reverence of man.
per. There ware several children amongst the
communicants—one little one waa lifted uv by
her mother towards the Bishop. Had thoy
been eonscious that they would jrin again inno
gervice on earth, there could mnot have been a
more thorough earnestness of manner through-
out the entire service, both on the part of those
who ministered and of the congragation, The
humility with which the Patriarch joired in the
gervice was touching, espeoially to those who
know his character.

The service was that exactly of 500 years ago;
and when we consider the many generations of
oppression through which this Church hus
borne the witness of Christ, and the general
purity of their Liturgy, and its magnificent and
devout rendering, it is impossible to say that it
is a desd Church and ita light extingunished. It
may be later than we have been to obey the
summons to trim thbe lamp of faith, and to pre-
pare for the coming of tho Bridegroom ; but
wo may feel thankfal that its lamp is not gone
out, and that it has yet & desiiny to witness in
its independence, and with a renovated purity
amongst tho sisters of the Chareh Catholio
of Christ,— The Church Rview, Liondon,

RELIGIOUS TRAINING,

“ That our Sons may grow up a8 the young
plants; and that our daughters may be as tho
polished cornors of the Temple,”—Psaim cxliv.
12,

These words of tho Psalmist are doubtless
prophetic of the condition of Israel alter the
flash, whon tke Lord shall bring them back to
their own land, and make them the chief of all
pation: on the earth. Bat the Church, the
spiritual Israel, may read these words in the
light of the New Testament, and learn whey
«* the Spirit saith unto the Churches” concern-
ing the young whom Christ has specislly
committed to her care. In writing to the Cor.

inthises (1 Cor. iii. ), St. Paul uses the same
fignres, and says, “Ye are God's husbandry (i ¢,
tillage or cultivated fiold), ye are Gad's build-
ing,” and then he goes on to speak moro par-
ticnlarly about this building, of its foundation,
and of the materials which may be found in if,
and he oloses his argument with the words,
« Know yo not that ye are the Temple of Gnd,
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in yon?"
Thus the baptizsd are both trees ‘of the Lord's
planting, and also stones in His spiritual
Temple, and our sons are to ** grow up as the
young plants,” and our daughters are to be as
polished corners of this Temple. Both these
figures imply special care and labor; young
trees require dressing and pruning ; marbles and
precious stones must undergo cutting snd rub-
bing to bring out all their brilliancy. In other
words, in the training of our young there must
be discipline and correction, having regard not
merely to their advance in this world, but also
to the fact that they have a spiritnal standing
and relation towards God. All this is oclearly
get forth in the Catechism, but there is reason
to fear it is too little found in practice, and
especially in the upper classes. Oar poorer
brethren have the Sanday school, where, week
by week, the children are tanght that there 1s
a great hereafter, for which this presont time 18
the preparation and the training. Bat the clagses
above them have not this advantage, and unloss
their parents (who, after all, are the proper
persons to do it) take the matter in hand, the
sesd time is allowed to paes by, snd ohildren
are left to grow up as best they can, as far 88



