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" THB CHURCH GUARDIAN,

giopary work-done befere it had any Bible at
all’ R .

2, “The tohole of the’ New Testament came
into existencenfler the CAurch had been planted.’

3. ¢ In the work of propagandism, the Bible
was no part of the machinery,’ the notion of a
missionary 88 & man who goes to the heathen
with & Bible in ‘his band to teach them was
incopceivable to an early Christian.’

4, ‘There quickly grew up an oral Gospel
. . . (which wa+) long preservea n
tbe Church and was sofficient for it needs.
Even after it took written shupes it was gene
rations before it superseded the old method of
promulgation.' : .

b. * It must not be conceived that these vari-
‘ons documents (1be books of the New Testa
ment) came st once into circulation and use.
They did not do so for more than a hundred
years. . ' o

8. ‘ The idea of gathering them into a book
did not for & long 1ime occar to any body.’

7. *Each little M S. (of 8 N.T. book) was the
tressure of some particolar choroh and was
jealouely guarded. It waa passed about among
a few reverent bands, and when is had become
worn and oreased was locked up among the
mopiments. To make copies was a tedious and
expensive business which few of the poor
churches could bear. - . The books, fo
made, if their contents were cousiderable, were
very balky affairs. 8> late ae the time of Con-
stantine; when fifty copies of the New Testa-
ment were msde to the Imperial order, it
riquired two government wagons with six yoke
of vxen each to trunsport them from Comsurea to
Constantinople.' '

8. ‘ The oldest list extant of the books of the
New Tustament was made tn A.D. 170 apd it is
incomplete. It inocludes the four gospels, 13 of
St. Puul's Bpistles, two of St. John and St
Jude.’ _

9. ¢ But the time came when the Church must
decide what books were ‘ sacred ' and whatones
were not. In the fury of perseocution, it beeame
the common test of tbe Christian 1o try if he
would give up his ' Seriptare’ to be burned. .
Under stress of this peril the question had-to
be determined what bookg one might irnocently
give up, and which ones must be held on to st
the cost of his Jife. This wss finally settlec by
the Council of Carthage A. D. 357~300 years
after 1he last of them had been writien,—and
Jrom that day until now the Charch has never
called iv quostion ihe authenticity of the * New
Covepant.’

.Liet me ask your readers to consider how
gerious & statement this is: The Church ~as
estublished, ita organization complete and the
grester part of its missionary work done before
it bad aoy Bible st sll, the whole of the New
Testament Cunon bhaving come iuto existence
after the Church was plasted. Ia the propaga-
tion of the Gospel, the Bible was no part of the
machinery ; to an early Christian, the notiop.of
& missionary &s & man who goes to the heathen
with & Bible inbis band to instruol them was
inconoeivable. The oral gospel was evflicient
for the Church's need, and it was geperalions
before the written Gospel superssded it; in
fact the Books of the New Testament DID NOT
QuXE INTO OIROuLsTIN (these are my cipitals)
for more than a hundred years afier they were
written. The ides of guthering them into &
book did not for a long time occar to anyone,
Few of the poorer churches were supplied with
copies of any of the books. The first serious
altempt to se, arate the inspired books from
tne apochryphal wae at the «dime of the Diocle-
tian persecution, A.D, 303; and what were the
books ot the New Testament was only fioslly
, setuled by the Council of Carthage A.D., 347,
three bundred years after the last of uhe bouks
was wrilten,

Can it be reasonably disputed that this-state-
ment does serionsly disparage the position of

anlhoritx which the Sariptuze held 1n the prim-

itive Church ? There is no conoealment about
the impression desired to be made; it is pat
forward oandidly enongh; it . is, that the Holy
Soriptures cannot be of sach importance and
aatbhority as * Protestant Christianity’ (the
writer should bave said * Anglican Christianity ')
msakes them to be, sinde the Charch got on for
80 long & time very well withoat them. More
over, the Article tella us, that the Charoh of the
fourth—the very end of the fourth century
literally ‘ made the New Testament'; for down
to that time the Christian people were gqnite at
sea 88 to what were and what were not1ospired
books; then tho Chorch stepped in with ber
suthority, aud by & decree of a Counucil settled
the matter oace for all—give to the Soriptares
by ber decree the authority, whatever if.is,
which they have,

Now guite apart from any oriticism of these
details (all of which I have demonstrated to be
erroneous, snd to these disproofs no svswer
has been attempted). I am prepared to muin.
1ain that this view of the origenes of the New
Testament is both injurious Lo the Holy Sorip-
tares, and, taken as & whaole, conveys an im
pression entirely erroneons. The impression it
leaves of the place which the Holy Soriptures
oconpied in the early Church is nottrne to fact,
and does not représent the mind of the Catholic
Chaurch of those early ages, or indeed of any
age until the Roman apostacy.

Of conrse, the complete proof of these asser-
tions is too large for your space; bat vonsider
the force of these facts, whioh will not be chal-
longed : 1. The pains taken by St. Paul to
gecure the immediate circulation of his lettera,
in connection with the evidence which his own
writings supply of the close intercommunion
of .1 even the most widely separated churches
of his day: 2 The wide range of country t»
which St. Peter addresses his letters, and
through which of eourie thay were at oace
dispersed—side by side with the incidental
notice he suppliea that his readers were slresdy
in possession of 8t Paul's letters, and that they
woere accepted throughont the Church ss
inepired Soripture: 3. The evidence borne by
the two - great Versions, the Byriac and the
Latin,—eaou of them & oollected Now Testa~
ment,—to the eatly and univeraal circulation
of the books thronghout the Church ; the Syriso
version made in Palestine within the Apastolic
age, revised and completed shortly after’: the
Lstin version made coin.identally with the
eurliest introduction of Caristianity into North
Afrioa; ‘received definile xhupe before, publicly
revised at lateat not long after the middle of the
second centary,’ (and if the New Tentament
was thus ealy collested into & book and trsns-
lated for church use in Syriac and Afriva, mach
more early must it have been 80 collected and
used in the churoches which read it in the origi-
‘nal Greck) : 4. The fact recorded by Euasebius,
tbat the m'ssionaries to the heathen in the time
of Trvjsn (A.D. 98 to 117) carried with them
the written Gospels and delivered them to their
converts, * which falls in (says Canon Westott)
with the traditions which s firm that the preach-
ing of Christianity was even ,in the eurliest
times accompanied by the ciroulation of written
‘Gospels.’ 5. The'fuct, fiaaily, that the earliest
beretics, including Simon Magus himeelf, used
ard argued from the New Testament books,
showing the recognized position and authority
which the New Tesiament beld even at this
very esrly period in the Charch. These facts
slone, tuken together, form & body of evidence

entirely inconsistent with the ststement made|

in the artiole a8 to the position occupied by the
Christian Scriptures * for generatiozns,” &3 to
tbeir non—circulation ¢ for m.re than a hundred
years' and a8 to Lheir non use in the propags—
uon of the Guspel in the early days.

With your permission, I will oonsider the
details of my orilio’s oriticisms in yonr next
issue.

Hxsry Rox,

Bishop's College, Lennoxville, §th March, 1590.1
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THE AGE FOR CONFIRMATION,

Sie,—In your brief report of the able paper
read before the ‘Diocessn Sanday sohool As.
sooisation in Montreal by Ven. Arobdeacon Roa,
on Fcbruary 17, the last clause reads: * He
deprecated the growing tandenoy of preseating
oandidatea to the B eshop at too youog au age,
before thair minds were sufll sieatly foaad®o be
impressed with the traths \bey should receive
at that perivd.” Now, Sir, I1hink that any ten-
dency among the instructers of our vhildren, to
present at a younger age than has been ous-
tomsry for mapy years past, is not to be
deprecated bat rather to be vom mended,

The tendency to postpone coofirmation of a
child of Ged, 10 yeurs which are neither those
of ipnocent childhood nor self-consoicas ado.
lesoence, wus born of want of dae appreciation -
of the necessity of Confirmation as a prinpiple
of doeirine and misconoeption of the chief
ohjact of the Saoramant of Confirmation. Bish.
ops used to visit for Quufirmation at intervals
of aes long s three or foar years. Hance if
a child was thirteen and missed Confirmution
tbeo the rite was posiponed till sixteen. Un-
doe stress was laid upon the churches adden-
dum to the principle ot Confirmation, whioh ia
the assumption of the Chrictd4n vows made
by surety i1n infsncy, and the first objeot of the
Rite, viz., the strengthening of the spiritual -
lite by the gift of the Holy Ghost, was don. ~
gequently put into the shade. If welvok fur
authority a4 to the most aonveaient ([ use the
word in its ecclesinstical sonse) ags for Ucp
firmstion, wo sball find it to favor that age
which has too lung been regarded as minaturs;
I mesnn about say twelve yeurs or even younyer,

The Prayer Book clenrly atales that the
CHILD not the young mun or womun, shall be
brought, not shull come, to the Bishop tu be con-
firmed by him, noé to confirm his vows, 8o soon,
not long after, he shall be sble to nay The
Creed, The Lord's Prayer, and The Teu Com-
muandments, snd be otherwise instructed in the
Church Calechism,

There are no ohildren of the Churoh,
who buve had any pains taken in their Uhris-
tian ipstination, bat can fullil these conditions
beforoe the nge of twelve yeurs,

Coufirmutior is confussedly, by Apostolio
suthority, & principium of the Douirines of
Chriat ; 1t i8 nut us is The Huly Hucharist,
u summit of perfestion iu the Christisn life;
ard it is & foondation on which the Church has
placed the due reception of the Sucrament of
Tne Lord's Sapper. The argument that o
child is too yuvuug for Coaficmution, b.csuge
ucable 1o understand 4y fully as thestaid adalt,
that Rie and what it invalves, is the purallel
argument to that on which Aunti-peedo, Bap-
tists, deny the Sivrameant ot Baptism to infuuts,
As & maller of faot & child of twelve is more
receptive of the spiritaal apprecistion’ of the
love of Christ, than he will generally prove to
be when the environments ot sintnl companionn
and their influence, have begun at the age
of fifteen years to steel the heart, by the
entrance of worldliness, against the sofiening
influence of Gospel traths,

The Prayer Biok Jays down therefore simple
oonditions which are praotival to be falfilled by
the young children. Way should wa be wiser
than the Charoh, and interpose barriers which
the has notset up?

Can our children be too young to serve the
Lord, or tvo youang to by fisting resipients of
the graces and @ifts ot the Holy Spir 7

Let 08 now luok sroond and see if the froits
of the postponement ot the Confirmation of oar
childreh have been snch a8 t0 commend 1ts von-
tinnance, Where are vur Cnarch childrsn to.
day ? Thonsands who could bave been broaght
t; Confirmation at the age of twelve have
refased 10 come when & fow years more have
tound them al the 8ge, when pub.riy hus ia its
first flash of carnal wifluence, made them ime
pstient of that loving conirol which the Coarch

L&or continuation se¢ page 11.]



