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sienary work done before ii had any Bible at
ail.'

2. 'The whole of ,the' New Testament came
into existence after the Church had beenplanted.'

3. ' In the work of propagandism, the Bible
was no part of the machinery,'.the notion of a
missionary as a man who goes to the heathen
with a Bible in hie band to teach them -was
inconceivable to an early Christian.'

4. 1 There quickly grew up an oral Gospel
. . . (which Vash) long preservea in
ihe Church* and was snEoient for its needs.
Even after it tock written shapes it was gene
rations before it auperseded the old method of
promulgation.'

5. 1 It muet not be conceived that these vari-
ons documents (the books of the New Teeta
ment) came at once into circulation and use.
They did net do se for more than a hundred
years.

6. ' The idea of gathering them into a book
did not for a long time coeur to any body.

7. 'Each little M S (of a N.T. booh) was the
treasure of some particular church and wati
jialously guaided. It was passed about among
a few reverent band$, and when is had become
worn and creased was locked up among the
moniments. To make copies was a tedious and
expensive business which few of the poor
churches could bear. . The books, so
made, if their contents were considerabl, were
very bulky afftiirs. S) haLe as tbe lime cf Con-
stantine; when fifty copies of the New Test%-
ment were made to the Imperial order, it
rqiired two government wagons with six yoke
of cxen each te transport them from Coiarea to
ConIstantinople.'

8. ' The oldest list extant of the booirs of the
New Testament was made in A.D. 170 and it ia
incomplete. h in oludes the four goupels, 13 of
St. Paul's Epistles, two of St. John and Si.
Jade.'

9. ' But the time came when the Chiurob muet
decide w hat books were ' sacred' and what ones
were not. In the fury of persecution, it beeamne
the common test of the Christian to try if he
would give up his ' Soripture' ta be burned. .
Urider stress of this peril the question had ta
be determined wbat bookt one might innocently
give up, and which ones must be held on to ait
the cost of his life. This wss finally settled by
the Council of Carthage A. D: 397:-300 year
afler the last of then aisd been written,-and
from that day until now the Church bas never
called iv question the authenticity of the ' New
Covenant.'

Let me asek your readers to con sider how
serions a etatement this is. The Church - as
eataiblisbed, its organization complete and the
greater part of its missionary work don. before
it had any Bible at al, the whole of the. New
Testament Canon having come into existence
after the Church was planted. l the propaga
tion of the Gospel, the k.ible was no part of the
machinery; to an early Christian, the notioD-of
a missionary as a mai who goes to the heathen
witb a Bible in -bis hand to instruot then was
inconcoivable. The oral gospel was suffloient
for the Chtrch's need, and it was generations
before the written Gospel superseded it; in
fact the Boks of the New Testament »in moT
ouMs INTO CIacOULaTZN (these are my opitale)
for more than a hundred years after they were
written. The idea of gathering them into a
book did not for a long time ocour to anyone.
Few of the pocrer cherches were supplied with
copies of any of the books. The fint serious
attempt to se, arate the inspired books from
tne apochryphat was at the Lme cf the Dioole-
tian persecuion, A.D., 303; and what toere the
books o the New Testament was only finally
mettled by the Counil cof Carthage A. D., M7,
three bundred years after the last of the books
was written,

Can it be reasonably disputed that thisstate.
ment does seriously disparage the position of
authoritî' which the cripturo held in the prim-

itive Church ? Thore is no concealment about
the impression desired to be made; it is nuti
forward candidly enongh; 'it is, that the Holy
Soripturem cannot b. of such importance and
authority as -' Protestant Christianity' (the
writer should bave said 'Anglican CAstianity')
makes ther te be, sinoe the Church got on for
so long a time very well without them. More
over, the Article tells us, that the Charph of the
fourth-the very end of the fourth century
literally 'made the New Testament'; for down
to that time the Christian people wore quite at
sea as te what were and what were net inspired
books; then the Church stepped in with ber
authority, and by a decree of a Council settled
the matter once for alt-gÀue to the Soriptures
by ber dooree the autbority, whatever ig.is,
whioh they have.

Now quite apart from any crilioism of thase
$etails (ail of wbioh I have demonstrated to be
erroneous, and ta these di4proofs no answer
bas been attempted). I am prepared to main.
tain that ibis view of the origenes of the New
Testament is both injurious te the Holy Scrl p-
tures, and, taken as a 'whole, conveys an lm
pression entirely erroneous. The impression it
leaves of the place which the Holy Sûriptures
occnpied in the early Churol is nottrue te faut,
and does not represent the mind of the Catholia
Church of those early ages, or indeed of any
age until the Roman apostacy.

Of course. the complete proof of these asser-
tions is too large for your space; but consider
the force ef these facte, which will not b. Chal-
longed: 1. The pains taken by St Paul to
secure the immediate circulation of bis lettera,
in connection with the evidence which hie own
writings supply of the close interommunion
of a.1 even the most widely separated ohurobes
of bis day: 2 The wide range of country te)
which St. Peter addresses his letters, and
through which of course they were at once
dispersed-side by side with the incidentai
notice he supplie@ that bis readers were already
in possession of St. Paul's lettera, and that they
were aocepted thronghout the Church as
inspired Soripture: 3. The evidence borne by
the two great Versions, the Syriao and the
Latin,-eaai of them a collected New Testa-
ment,-to the cai ly and univeraal circulation
of the books thronghont the Church ; the Syriac
version made in Palestine within the Apostolic
age, revised and complered shortly after': the
Latin version made com identally with the
earliest introduction of Christianity into North
Africa; 'received denliLe shape before, publinly
revised at latest not long after tbeniddle of the
second century,' (and if the New Teitament
was thus early colieuted into a book and trons-
lated for church use in Syriac and Af rica, meuh
more early must it have been so collented and
used in the churches which read it in the origi-
nal Grock) : 4. The faut recorded by Easebius,
that the m'ssionaries to the heatheu in the lime
of Trsju (A.D. 98 ta 111) carried with them
the written Gospels and dolivered ther te their
converts, 'which falls in (bays Canon Westoott)
with the traditions which afflrm thai the preach-
ing of Christianity was even ,in, the earlieat
limes accompanied by the circulation of written
Gospels.' 5. The faot, finally, that the earliest
heretics, including Simon Magns himeself, used
and argued from the New Testament books,
showing the recognisad position and autbority
which the New Testament beld even a thiis
very early period in the Churoh. These fauts
alene, taken together, form a body of evidence
entirely inconsistent with the atatement made
in the article as te the position occapied by the
Christian Scriptures , for generations,' as to
their non-oironlation 'for mire than a Aundred
years' and as ta their non use in the prupaga-
Lien ot the Gospel in the early days.

With your permission, I will consider the
details of my oritio's oritioisms in your next
issue.

Bishop's Colloege, Lennozville, bit Maroh, 1090.

THE AGZ FOR CONF1RtA&TION

Sta,-In your brief report cf the able piper
read before the Diooosan Sunday school As.
saociatioinin Montreal by Van. Archdeaoon Be,
on FPebruary 37, the last clause reads: "lie
depreasted the growing tendency of proenting
candidates to the B shop at too youog au age,
before their minds were seuh ieutiy found*to bc
imprised with the truths tbey shoild reaeive
at that periud." Now, Sir, I bink that any ton.
dency among the instructors of our ubildren, to
preient at a younger mge than bas been aus-
tomary for many yesrs past, is not te b.
deprecated but rather to be commended.

The tendency to postpnne confirmation of a
ohild of U'od, ta years which are neither those
of ivnocent obildhood nor seif-oonsoious ado.
lescence, was born of want of due appreciation
of the necessity of Confirmation as a prinoiple
of doctrine end mitoonoeption of the chief
objeot of the Saorament of Confirmation. Bish-
ops nsed to visit for Co firmation at intervals
of as long us three or four yeare. Hence if
a obild was thirteen and missed Confirmation
tbo the rite was postponed till sixteen. Un.
due stress was laid upon the churohes adden.
dom Io the principle et Confirmation, which is
(he assumption of the Carie ·an vowd made
by sUrety iinfancy, and the tirst object of the
Rite, viz., the strenlgtheoning of the spiritual
lite by the gift of ihe B.<ly Giiosi, was con.7
seqently put into tbe éhade. If %aelook Lr
authority as to the most conveaient (1 use the
word in its ecolesiastical sonse) age for Uol.
firmation, wot shal find it te favôr that âge
which has too long been regarded as minature;
I mean about aay twelve yeare or even younger.

The Prayer Book olearly states that the
cuaL not the Young man or woman, shall b.
brought, not &hall cone, ta the Bishop tu b. con.
firmed by him, not to confirm his vows, so sor,
not long after, he shall be able ta may The
Creed, The Lord's Prayer, and The Tea Coin.
mandments, and bc otherwise instruoted in the
Church Cateuhism.

Thora are no children of the Church,
who have had any pains taiken in their Uhris.
tian initrittion, but clan fulfil these conditions
before the age of twelve yeard.

Coufinrmation is ou.tossedty, by Apostolio
autho'iLy, a principiun Of the Doutrines of
Chriat ; it is nut mi is The Huly Eucharist,
a summit of perfection in the Christian life;
ar.d it is a foundation on whih the Churuh ha
placed the due reception of the Saoranient of
f he Lord's Supper. The argument thr.t a
child is too yuuug for Confirmation, b-cause
unable to understaud as fully as Lhestaid adulit,
that Rite and what it invulves, is the parallel
argument te thiat on which Anti-poedo, B4p.
timsb, deny the Sacramenr. et Baptismn to infants.
As a matter of fact a child of iwotve is more
receptive of the spirit Ral appreciation -of the
love of Christ, than he will generally prove to
b. when the environmenîts ci sinful companions
and their influence, have bogun at the age
of fifteen years to steel the heart, by the
outrance et worldliness, against the softening
influence of Gospel truths.

The Prayer Bok lays down therefore simple
conditions which are prautical te belulfillecd by
the yonng ehildren. Weytsbould we bd wider
than the Churoh, and interpose barriera which
sthe bas not set up ?

Can our children b. ton young to serve the
Lord, or tuo young te be fiiang reoipients of
the graces and gifts of the ioLy Spirt ?

let us now lok around and see if the fruits
of the postponement of the Confirmation of oar
childieh have been snoh as to uommend its con.
tinuance. Where are our Courch childrdn to.
day ? Thousands who could bave been brought
t) Confirmation at the age of twelve have
refused to come when a f±uw yeara more have
round them ai the age, when pubýrLy has in its
firsr. fliah of carmal afluence, made theim im.
patient of that loving control which the Core
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