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GIFTS AND WISHES.

Take thou these books— they are
But sketches from a many-shadow’d mind.;
Be the poor minstrel's memory there enshrined
When she shall be afarl

‘When she shall list no more
Unto thy voice, which the most holy balm,
The word of peace and life, to soothe and calm,
Oft to her spirit bore.

Believe her, when she says

She will remember thee—thy name shall be
4 Linked with full many a precious memory

» Of by-gone happy days!

She will remember thee
In her own land, where the still twilight hour

! Calls out the incense from the dewy flower,

) I Aud low winds stir the tree.

f 1 And when the stars are bright,

And she in loneliness doth watch each cloud

That passeth o’er them, bearing power to shroud
But not to quench their light.

And when she bends the knee
In humble trust, thy memory shall be there;
: Oh, more than ever, at the hour of prayer
| She will remember thee-
And thou, forget her not,
Though with the many she hath passed away,
8till let some faint remembrance with thee stay—
She would not be forgot.

: And if indeed she may

| Ask the best boon the Christian’s heart can give,
i She would for ¢his within thy memory live—

! Pray for the absent, pray !

Pray that her faith may grow
: Purer and brighter, than the rivers wide
Of her affections may be sanctified

And placid in their flow.

B Pray that her wayward heart

: May check its vain repinings; even now

8he needs thy prayer—unreconciled to go,
Unreconciled to part.

Yet it is peace to know 1
She leaves thee not to meet no more—the tide
' W hereon, together yet apart, we glide
l Doth to one haven flow.
! Aud though the tempest swell,
H His word who guides us both is tried and sure,
i To tell that we shall meet where all is pure,

And none shall say “farewell!”

— Cambridge Chronicle.

NAPOLEON AND THE POPE.
( From Alison’s History of the French Revolution.)

In bringing the Tope so near to the French capital,
and removing so studiously all those who were suspec-
ted of being of an independent temper, or hostile to
the imperial interests, from approach to his person,
i Napoleon was not actuated merely by the spirit of op-
| pression, or jealousy of a rival, and inflexible autho-
» | rity; he had great views, which were well matured, on
l the subject of the Holy See—its more intimate con-
nexion with the French Government—the influence
which he might acquire over its members, and the
more extended base on which, by such means, he
might establish his own power. He not only had no
Jealousy of, but he cordially approved of every insti-
tution which tended to bring the minds of men into a
state of due subjection to constituted authority; all
he required was, that all these institutions should be
placed under his immediate influence and control.*
- With this view, he meditated the translation of the
:ffaapal govemnfent to Paris; the extinction of its tem~
) SN domision ;. its entire dependenes on the French
g empire for revenue, aud the consequent subjection of
'Y its chief to his own control ; but having effected this,

B e ks vl

A . he had no wish to impair its spiritual authority ; on

| the contrary, he was rather desirous to extend it. Like
| the Boman emperor, he was anxious to found his own
authority; not merely on temporal power but religious
| © ivofuences; to adorn his brows not only with the dia-
dem of the conqueror, but the tiara of the pontiff;
and as the forms of the Church prevented the actual
union of both offices in his own person, he conceived
_that the next best system would be to have the Pope
Ssu-situated, that he should be irrevocably subjecteq
‘s}i-"‘u his control. . Napoleon says, “ he wished to esta-
| 'Blish the spiritual authority of the Pope in France:
he neither wished to profit by accidental cireumstan-
ces, to create a patriarchship, nor to alter the belief
. of his people: he respected spiritual affairs, aud
\ | wished to rule them without touching them, or ming-
ling in their concerus : he wished to make them pliant
to his will, but by the intervention only of temporal
jg influcnces”” " There were persons at Rome who saw
through his policy. “They said, “It is his mode of
| carrying on war; not daring to assault it in front, he
has turned the Church as he turned the Alps in 1796,
or Melas in 1800.”

For this end, he relied entirely on the Jjudgment of
the Bishop of Nantes; whenever that learned prelate
said, “ That attacks the Catholics and the Church,””
he paused in his career. He felt assured of ultimate
success, with the aid of time and the vast influence
which he possessed. “In 1813, says Napoleon,
“ but for the events in Russia, the Pope would have
#» been bishop of Rome and of Paris, and lodged at the

archbishopric of the latter city; the sacred college,

the penitentiary, the office of propaganda, the archives,
\ would have been around Notre-Damwe, and in the isle
of St. Louis. Rome would have been in the ancient
Lutetia. The establishment of the court of Rome at
Paris would have been fruitful in great political re-
sults; its influence on Spain, Italy, the Rhenish Con-
federacy, and Poland, would have drawn close the
bonds of the Great Nation ; and that which the chief
& of the Church had over the faithful in England, Ire-
land, Russia, Prussia, Cambria, Hungary and Bohemia,
would have passed into the hands of the Emperor of'

——

i . e

|

|
|

{

| [the thander of the vatican, wlien he held in his own hand the |

|
l

France." So impressed was he with these ideas, and
the immense addition to his influence which the papal
authority would have given him, that he would have
done everything in his power to extend the Romish
propagandism, the foreign missions, and to increase
. the power of the clergy. Already he had established
' the cardinals as the chiefs of the state; they took
precedence at the Tuileries of all the world; all the
dependauts of the pontifical court were to have been
magnificently endowed, so as to give them no cause
to regret their past existence. ‘It was with this view,
s he himself has told us, that the Emperor was un-
“wsingly occupied with the amelioration and embel-
Hiiahmem of Paris. [le was so, not merely from the
ilove of the arts, but in consequence of his system of
fgovernment. It required that Paris should be an
|unique city ; beyond all comparison with other capi-
itals; the chefs-d’ ceuvre of science and art ; the finest
Mmuseums, all that had adorned and rendered illustri-
' ous former ages, should be there assembled ; that the
churches, the palaces, the theatres, should be beyond
any elsewhere in existence. Napoleon regretted only
that he could not.transport to it the church of St.
Peter's at Rome. He was mortified with the bad

taste of Notre Dame."

* “Don’t be alarmed, bishop,” said Napoleon to the Bishop
lof Nantes; ““the policy of my government is intimately bound
up with the maintenance of the spiritual authority of the Pope.
I require that he should be more powerful than ever; he will
’never have as much influence as my policy requires he should
Possess.” The Bishop was astonished, and seemed tq doubt
the sincerity of the Emperor, but he spoke his real op'imon ; by
lnnsh\ting the seat of the papal government to Paris, he ex-
Pected to acquire the entire direction of this formidable power ;
{nd he would willingly have augmented the awful character of

Weans of directing its bolts.

But the disasters of the Russian campaign cut short
these splendid projects, and awakened the Emperor
to the necessity of immediately, and at al_l hazarfis,
depriving his enemies of the powerful subject of in-
vective which arose from his contention with, and
open imprisonment of the head of the Church.—
Within a fortnight after his arrival at Paris, he com-
menced the attempt by sending to congratulate his

was dispatched from Fontainh!', _; to return the com=-
pliment.  This led to roiuw “wono e of civilities; and
the renewal of the nege ™ ° ”'-' “yeen the two courts.
The Bishop of Nantes was' cii

usted with its direction
on the part of Napoleon, and the cardinals Doria and
Dugani on the part of the Pope. When the negocia-
tions were deemed sofficiently advanced to rendet the
personal presence of the Ewmperor desirable, he ap-
peared suddenly at Fontainbleau with the Empress
Marie Louise, and immediately hastened to the apart=
meiits of the captive pontiff. ~Appearing to forget al-
together that thete had been any difference between
them, he immediately embraced him, and without
touching on matters of business; spent the remainder
of the evening in the most agreeable and varied con-
versation. No man possessed the art of fascination,
when he chose to exert it, in a higher degree than

Napoleon, or wae more capable of dazzling the minds
of his hearers by the cnarms of a seductive and en-

trancing discourse ; and if these powers had acquired
the mastery, at Tilsit, of a young and able Czar in the
plentitude of his power} it is not surprising that they
proved more than a match at Fontainbleau for an aged
pontiff, whose intellectual faculties had been weakened
by a long captivity and protracted misfortunes. No
violence was either required ot employedi* the Pope
and his attendants, charmed with this tnexpected
change in their fortunes, speedily fell into the snare
which was so skilfully decked with flowers; and, six
days after his arrival, the Emperor had the satisfaction
of seeing the signature of his holiness to a concord
which settled the principal points in dispute between
the court of the Tuileries and the Holy See.

The Emperot testified, as well as he might, the
most extraordinary satisfaction at the conclusion of
this concordat, which ot ouly tacitly ceded to him
the whole ecclesiastical states in Italy, by stipulating
nothing for their restitution, but in effect decided in
favour of the civil power in France, the long-disputed
question as to the ecclessastical veto on the appoint-
ment of bishops by the temporal authority. Next
morning, decoratious, presents, and orders were pro-
fusely scattered among the chief persons of the Pope's
household s the joyful intelligence was communicated
to all the bishops; Te Deum was chanted in all the
churches of France; all the restriction upon the pas-
toral freedom of the Pope removed; mass allowed to
be freely celebrated in the palace of Fontainbleau; a
body of cardinals soon joined his holiness from their
different places of exile; the concordat was solemnly
published as one of the fundamental laws of the stole;
the Emperor loaded the Pope, and all the members
of his court, with that gracious and insinuating kind-
vess, which, when it soited his purposes, he could so
well assume; and in the exuberance of his satisfaction,
even give orders for the liberation of his indomitable
antagonist, Cardinal Pacca, from his long and painful
confinement amidst the snows of Savoy.T

But, while Napoleon was thus flattering himself
that he had surmounted all his difficulties in this in=
teresting particular, and that the whole weight of the
Church would be thrown in the scale in his favour, a
great and important revalsion was going forward in
the papal cabinet. The able members of the ecclesi-
astical body who retarned to Fontaiublean, at vnce
perceived that the Pope had been over-reached in the
transaction; that the penetration of au old man had
been blinded by the specious arguments of the Em-
peror, and his firmness shaken by the rigours of a
protracted confinement ; and that at the very moment
when the fortunes of Napoleon had begun to hang
doubtful in the balance, he had bad the address to
elicit from his august captive greater advantages than
he could ever have hoped for in the plentitude of his
power, Shortly after the concordat was signed, the
Pope repented of the step he had taken; and his
grief was so profound, that when Cardinal Pacca ar-
rived, he was strongly affected by his haggard and
emaciated appearance. To the expressions of ad-
miration, uttered by the Cardinal, upon the constancy
with which he had borne his long captivity, the frail
pontiff replied—* But we have dishonoured oursclves
at its close; these cardinals drew me to the table,
and forced me to sign it.”’ It was long and anxiously
debated in the secret councils of the Church at Fon-
tainbleau, what course should be adopted in this e-
mergeney; and at length it was determined that the
Pope should solemnly retract his signature of the con=
cordat, in a letter to the Emperor, and ascribe his ac-
quiescence to the weakness of the flesh. Such a let-
ter was in secret proposed by the aged Pontiff, in
terms suited to the solemnity of the occasion. =~ With-
out attempting to exculpate his weakness, or palliate
his fault, he confessed its enormity, and implored the
Divine forgiveness; and at the same time fully and
urequivoeally retracted bis consent to the concordat.
No sooner was this resolution taken, than he recover-
ed all his wonted serenity of mind and cheerfulness of
manner, though both he and the whole conclave fully
expected some acts of extreme violence from the ebul-
litions of the Emperor’s wrath.

In these expectations, however, the Pope and his
councillors were in a great degree disappointed.—
Though mortally offended, Napoleon took the more
prudent part to dissemble his wrath. He did not
deem it prudent to push matters to extremities with
N.le Church, when he was so soon to have Europe on
his hands on the Rhine. Feigning, therefore, to dis-
regard eutirely this untimely retraction, he acted,
and not without reason oun his side, as if the matter
were irrevocably concluded. ~ On the very day after
‘he had recelyed ihe Popc’s lottor, he thblishad tha
concordat as a law obligatory on all Archbishops,
Bishops, and Chapters; cogunizance of all cases
known by the name of ‘“appeals or abuses,”’ hitherto
confined to the ecclesiastical tribunals, as well as of
all delinquencies arising from infractions of the con-
cordat, was committed to the ordinary courts of the
€mpire ; and the  great judge,”’ was directed to draw
up a form of process for such questions. At the same
time, an entire amnesty was published to all individu-
als of the departments of Rome and Trasymene, who
had incurred civil penalties by refusing to take the
oath of allegiance to the Emperor, provided they did
80 within thirty-five days; and the latter promoted
to the rank of senators the Cardinal Bayonne, and
Bourlier, bishop of Goreux, who had been mainly in-
strumental in bringing about the coneordat. The

* “ Chateaubriand has alleged, in his celcbrated pamphlet of
‘Bonuparte and the Burtons,” that Napoleon, in a transport of
rage, seized the Pope by the locks and maltreated him grievous-
ly. But the Pope, often interrogated on that subject, hins in-
variably answered, that it was not true; nevertheless it was
easy to perceive, from the strain of the Emperor’s conversation,
which he repeated, that he had assumed a high tone with him,
and even went 8o far as to tell him he was not adequately versed
in ecclesinstical matters.”

t “I extorted from the Pope,” said Napoleon, “ by the single
force of my private counversation, that famous concordat of
Fontainblean, by which he renounced the temporal power of
the papacy. He had no sooner signed it than he repented of
what he had done. On the day following he was to have dined
in publie with me, but he feigned sickness, and did not appear.
Immediately after T had quitted him, he fell into the hands of
his old councillors, who made him retract all he had done. If
he had been left alone, I would have made him do whatever I
pleased. He was truly a lamb; a real good man, whom I es- |
teemed and loved, and who regarded me, I am well assured, in |
k some degree, with similar sentiments.”

holiness on the beginning of the year; Cardinal Doria |

only act of severity on Napoleon's part, which followed

the Pope‘s retraction, was the removal from Fontain-

bleau of Cardinal Pietro, who was seized early in

April, and conducted to Auxonne, where he remain-
| ed in detention till the fall of Napoleon. At first,

the Emperor was inclined to measures of rigour when
| he heatd of the retraction, and he said in the council
| of state held on the subject at Paris, “ If I do not cut
off the heads of some of those priests at Foutainbleau,
| I shall never settle the affair;” and councillors were
| not wanting who urged him, like Heory VIIL to
| break altogether with the See of Rome; and declare
himself the head of the Church; but on reflection, his
better judgment prevailed, and he replied, in familiar
but expressive words, ““No, that would be to bieak
out own windows.”’

It was from no apprehension of any revulsion in
France itself against such final rupture with the
Charch, that Napoleon, on this important occasion,
was so guarded and lenient in his measures towards
the ecclesiastics at Fontainbleati; it was by a well
founded dread of the effect it would produce in fo-
reign nations, especially Spain, Italy, and the south-
ern states of Germany, that his conduct was regulated.
In Prance, religious impressions of all sorts had been

go completely obliterated by the cessation of public
worship ana instruction during the Revolution, and

the education of a generation iguorant of the very |
elements of belief, that the dispute with the Pope
excited very little attention, avd the authority of the
church of Rome might with ease have been thrown off
at that period. Except in a few old women and de-
vout Ecclesiastivs, indifference in regard to religion
was general among all classes, at least in the urban |
and ufluential popalation. The Churches, little fre- |
quented by any, were seldom entered except by wo= |
men ; labour, buying and selling, went on on Suudays 1
and fast-days ason other days; the Sacraments of |
the Church, even at the entrance or close of life, were
rarely sought after. Fatal effects of a revolution!
To extiuguish the only durable bond which can bold
men together, by voluntary union, during the agltations
of an ancient and corrupted society; to destroy the
basis of self-government, by weakening the strength
of the moral restraints which can aloue supply the
place of those of force ; and render liberty impossible,
by leaving in the ruling classes in the state no power
which can repress the sallies of wickedness, but the
empire of the sword.

CHURCH MUSIC.
(From a Lecture by Dr. Gauntlett.)

My purpose has been to call your attention to the
false state in which Church music now is, a quire song
in place of a corporation song, a boys and girls’. song
in place of a congregational one. I have ghown you
the responsorial use of the voice of the great congre-
gation; *“the metrical hymn'' is a maun's song, and an
anthem formalism, which meets the ability of ordinary
quires and the effusion of a profound faith and deep
devotion. I have endeavoured to demonstrate that
the ancient scogis Catholic, and founded on such
principles of nature and art common to the whole
world, and thus essentially a people’s song—that our
pure and Catholi¢ Church, when it emerged from its
blemish and imperfection, continued its responsorial
services, because founded on those of the Church tri-
umphant—the Hebrew Church, and that of the Chris-
tian in its undivided state. I could have given the
authorities of Hooker, Bisse, Bedford, Dodwell, Hoare,
Crosthwaite, Wadsworth, Bennett, Jebb, Latrobe,
and others; but I trust we are not go “fraged out of |
our wits' as to think “to Judaize' is the same as “to |
Lomanize,™* or 10 forget the wide difference botwoon |
Catholic practices and Roman incrustations upon
them.  The late Dr. Arnold points out the distine- |
tion. When witnessing the processional service in |
Bruges Cathedral he says, “ The effect was very fine, |
and [ again lamented our neglect of our Cathedrals, |
and the absurd confusion in so many minds between |
what is really Popery and what is but wisdom and |
beatity, adopted by the Roman Chuich, and neglected |
by us. I have endeavoured to show you that our
Church innovations have been the result of dislike to |
Church duties—that our service offers all a unity of |
response, a freedom and boldness, an equality of posi- '
tion, an intelligibility, a life and joyousness wilhout}

|
!

parallel in Christendom: that whilst in het chatacter
of a celebrating Church, all are to join in her praises
—in her character of a missionary church, all are to be
patient under her tuitions; but that worship- and |
teaching are things separate and apart, silence becom- |
ing the latter, but ill suiting the former. Whilst |
alluding to ministerial expositions I would not be con-
sidered to underrate its importance, but would con-
sider it a minor one to that of general praise and sup-
plication, and test the usefulness of human learning
and oratory by the hearty celebration of the congre-
gation, I think men may be sung into religion as
well as lectured into it.  * The Lord (says the grate-
ful Ilezekiah) was ready to save me: therefore we
will sing his songs to the stringed instruments all the
the days of our life in the house of the Lord.” “‘The
Church (says St. Ambrose) should sing psalms where~
by they might mutually comfort themselves whilst
they looked for adversity and stir themselves up to
bear the cross, lest the people should pine away with
the irksomeness of mourning.”” St. Chrysostom elo- |
quently writes *“David's Psalins are the Church's |
vigils, the first, the middle, and the last. At matins, |
at funeral solemnities, in private houses where virgins
spin; in solitudes where men crucify the world to ‘
couverse with God; the first, the midst, the last, is |
David. Inthe night, when men are asleep, David
awakens them to sing, and, gathering the servants of |
God into angelical troops, ‘turns earth into heaven, |
and makes angels and men concord together 'in sing- |
ing David’s Psalms?’  And says Dr. Donne, the
great dean of St. Paul's, “ Oh! the power of Church
music: that hymn hath raised the affections of my
beart,and quickened my graces of zeal aud g atitude:
and I observe that I always return from paying this
public duty of prayer and praise with an inexpressible
tranquility of mind, and a willingness to leave the
world.”" - Qn his death-bed he penned the lines—

|
{

“Since I am coming to that holy room
Where with thy quire of saints for evermore
I shall be made thy music: as I eome
I tune my instrament here, at the door,
And what T mast do there, think here before.”
i‘;"d, sings that great lover of Church music, Bishop
enn—

. ““Through succeeding ages all along
Saints praised the Godhead in devoted song.”
So also Dr. Hicks. “The Psalms in an alternate
(responsarial) way of devotion is the most edifying
and excellent way of worship, as was used in the best
and purest ages of Christianity, and truly resembles
the worship and devotions of the great quire of saints
and angels in'the Church trinmphant—that most glo-
rious Jerusalem which is above.”” So Bishop Hall:
“What a remarkable cheerful sctvice was that O
God! which Thou requiredst: the merry noise of
most melodious ‘musie, singing of psalms and sounding
of all harmonioys instruments: the congregation on
their knees, the Tevites upon their stage sweetly sing-
ing, the priests sounding the trumpets, together with
eymbals, harps, psalteries, making up one sound in
praising and thanking the Lord. Methinks I hear
and am ravished in some of Thy solemn days, a hun-
dred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets, Thy

Levites in greater number singing aloud with the mix-
ture of their musical instruments, so that not the
Temple only but the heaven rings again, and even in

" sing godly and Christian songs.'

' collected from the congregation ;™ and d' Estrange says
| that in his day * it was usual to sing psalms whilst the

fmore need be gaid of a practice which (to use the
!‘ words of Hooker was “never inconvenient, but full

| desires and affections, watering the heart, to the end

Thy daily sacrifces, morning and evening, I find hea-
venly mirth, music, if not so loud, yet no less sweet
and delicate: twelve Levites every day singing a divine |
ditty over Thy sacrifice, psalteries not fewer than two |
nor more than six, pipes not fewer than two nor more |
than twelve, trumpets two at the least; and but one |
cymbal, so progortioned by the master of the quire as |
those that meant to take the heart through the ear.— |
1 donot find where Thou hast forbidden them—Thou
art still and ever the same, and requiredst and de-
lightedst in the cheerful devotions of Thy servants.”
So also George Herbert, who called his services in
Salisbury Cathedral * his heaven upon earth.”
YIf I but travel in your companie
You know the way to Heaven's doore.”

So also St Augustine : “ To sing with understanding
is grante¢ not to a bird bLut to a man, through the
good pleasure of God.” 8o also Ephremius Syrus,
who was vout when he heard any delightful tune to
compose ¢ divine hymn to the same, that he might al-
lure men o delight in religious exercises. Nor did
the foreigy Reformed Churches reject the power of
song. 'The Confession of Bohemia says, “ The fuith-
ful celebrite the eucharistical effice with thanksgiv-
ing, with @adiiess, and singing of hymns and holy
songs.””  Sokat of Augsburgh: *We celebrate mass
(the communion office) with songs, and keep holydays
and svdly songs as tending to good order in the
church.””  So that of the Waldenses: *“ We make and
And Pepys men-

tions, ** Psalins were sung during the time money was

people were communicating."”  And, writes Milman,
“We cannot estimate fairly the real devotional effects
of the old ¢hurch music. The labourer, as he woke
with the sun to his accustomed toil, or, as in South-
ern climates, he reposed from the heat of the blirning
noon, or ashe lingered weary on his return at evening
to his dweling: the traveller at midnight: all were
reminded of the Heavenly Father and Redeemer by
the solemn strain of the organ from some command:
ing minster,aud the sweeter and gentler voices which
pealed from the chapel of the convent. Did it not
awaken and:xalt religious affections? Did it not excite
multitudes 0 join in its hallelujahs who would other-
wise have ben almost without God in the world?”* On
the other haid, we find Dr. South observing, *“ Men
are not to ke worded into new tempers or constitu-
tions, and he that thinks that any one can persuade
but He who nade the world will find that he does not
well understaxd it.”” I might defend my opinion by
a host of bbhops and dignitaries of our Catholic
Church. I saall quote that of Bishop Reynolds, and
leave this sulyect for reflection. Dr. Barlow, in his
account of tle Hampton Court Conference (1603)
writes “ The 3ishop of Loudon (Dr. Reynolds) moved
that there might be a praging ministry;” some thought
said he, the only duty was speaking out of a pulpit
and were conient to walk in the churchyard till ser-
mon time, to the prejudice of the celgbration of Divine
service. His Majesty (James the First) liked the
motion excewding well, and taxed the hypocrisy of
our lives, wheh placed religion in the ear. I have
endeavoured © show you that our priests are the ce-
lebrants of ow Church song.. The Bishop of Roches-
ter sang the service at the coronation of Llizabeth
Woodville, tte Bishop of Loudon at the funeral of
Ann of Cleves, the Bishop of Winchester at the ¢oro-

nation of May, the Bishop of Chichester at that of
Elizabeth—two Bishops sang the Litany at that of
George the Second—and Archbishop Wake, when
Bishop of Lincoln, held a daily quire service, morn-
ing and evening, at Buckden, with the organ, sing-
ing himself the tenor, or plenus canfus. 1 have

shown th,'at._,the songs of our Church are such as we
all can sing.  Let me, in conclusion beg of you to

take down your harps from the willows whereon we
have suffered them to hang too long, and to return to
primitive ezample, and act up to our Church’s design.
“ When vou glorify the Lord, exalt Him as much as
vou can, for even yet will He far exceed; and when
vou exalt Him, put forth your strength, and be not
weary, for you can pever go far enough,” “ As for
our Churcl (says Bishop Hall,) there is little fear of
too much ; and if we be not more in the ablative than
our ancestars were in the dafive case, yet we are apt
to higgle with the Almighty, and to pinch Him in the
allowance of His services, wherein we do not so much
wrong God as ourselves.” = * The souls (says Bishop
Beveridge) of those who took delight in the beauty of
the Lord’shouse, became more harmonious, being ac-
customed o much to harmony.”” “The first Christians
(says Arcabishop Sccker) made singing a constant

- part of thei worship; and the whole congregation joined

init.”” “When men (says Digby) were pure in heart,
and underthe influence of the Holy Spirit, they had
recourse to the Church, and took a lively interést in all
it required They loved its solemn ¢hants and varied
ritual—wich minds, mansions for all lovely forms—
and with memories, the dwelling-places of all sweet
sounds and harmonies.””  * And (says Goerres) the
holy and impersonal tones which pervade the services
of our Church, seem like a spiritual communion “with
a holier world."” - So also Eckerhardus : ' Although
a Christian ought to be move'd, not by a modula-
tion of veice, but only by Divine words, yet still I
know not in what marner; by a certain inflexion of the
chanter, there rises a greater compunction of beart."”
“ And (S\yg Sir Thomas Brown) [ much distrust the
symmetry of those heads which declaim against all
Church jnosic.”  *The solemn praise of God iin
Church musice (writes Bishop Ifackett) hath ever been
accounted pious and laudable, yea, even that which is
compounded with art and elegancy; for St. Paul
speaks as if he had newly come from the quire of St.
Asaph, wheu he requireth us to praise God in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs.”"  “I call to mind (writes
Bishop Taylor) the pleasures of the temple, the order
| of her eerviceg, the beauty of her buildings, the sweet-
f ness o.f her songa, the decency of her ministrations, the
| assiduity of her-pricets, tho daily sacrifice, and that
| eternal fire of devotion that went not out by day or
 vight. - These were the pleasures of our peace, and
 there is a remanent felicity in the very memory of
| these spititual delights, which we there enjoyed as an-
tepast of heaven, anq consignations to an immortality
| of joys.” }_Iear also the testimony of Dean Comter
| to that music “which will mind us of the harthony of
| the celestial quire:* ¢ will calm our souls, and
{ geutly‘ l.‘alse our affections, putting us in a fit posture
| to gorify our Father which is in Heaven.'”  But what

of comfort and heavenly delight—stitring up fragrant
it may froetify, and making the virtuous in trouble

full of magnanimity and of a great courage."

GOD'S GOVERNMENT.
(From a Sermon by Dr. Ogden.)

How magnificent is theidea of God’s Government!
That he inspects the whole and every part of his uni-
VErse every moment . and orders it; according to the
coun.sels of his infinite wisdom and goodness, by his
ommpotent will} whose thought is power; and his
acts ten thousand times quicker than the light; un-
confused in multiplicity exceeding number;and unwea-
ried through eternity |

How much comfort and encouragemert to all good
and devout persons are contained in this thought !—
That Alighty God, as he hath his eye continually
on.them, 80 .he is employed constauntly in directing, in
doing what is best for them. Thusmay they be sure,

indeed, that “all things work togethet for their good.”
They may have the comfort of upderstaiding all the
promises of ‘God's protection, iv their natural, full,
and perfect setise, not spoiled by that philosophy |
which is “vain deceit.”” The Lord is “truly their |
shepherd,”  “‘not leaving them to chance or fate; but
watching ever them himself;’ and *therefore can
they lack nothing.” .

What & fund of encouragemetit is here, as for all |
manner of virtue and picty, that we may be fit objects
of God's care and providence, so particularly for devo-
tion; when we can reflect, that every petition of a
good wan is heard and regarded by him who holds
the reins of nature in his hand!  When God, from
his throne of celestial glory, issues out that uneon-
trollable command to which all events are subject,
calm your desires, humble, pious Cliristians, are not
overlooked by him.* The good mau's prayer is among
the reasons by which the Omnipotent is moved in the
admiuistration of the universe.

How little is all earthly greatness; how low and
impotent the proudest monarch if compared with the
poorest person in the world, that leads buta good life!
for their influence even in their highest prosperity, is
only among weak men, like themselves{ atid not sel-
dom their desigus are blasted from Heaven for the
insuleuge of shose daar s lacd wagm s “Ie not this
great Babylon, that 1 have built by the might of my
power, and for the houour of my majesty? While
the word was in the King's mouth, there fell a voice
from Heaven, saying, the kingdom is departed from
thee.”  But the poor man’s prayer pierceth the clouds;
and weak and contemptible as he seems, he can draw
down the host of heaven, and arm the almighty in his
defetice, as long as he is able only to utter his wants,
or can but turn the thought of his heart to God.

BELIEF OF THINGS ABOVE REASON.
(By Archbishop Synge. )

A man may have most sufficient and cogent ar-
guments, to give his assent to such propositions as
are not only in part, but wholly, and altogether above
his reason.  For the clear and plain evincing of which
I shall crave leave to make a relation of a conference
which once I had with a blind man; to whom, when
I understood that he had been quite blind from his
infancy, and never could remember to have seen the
least glimmering of light, T had the curiosity to put
several questions. I asked him, first of all, whether
ever he had endeavoured to frame any notion or con-
ception of light or colours, of which I suppose he had
often heard mention to be made in common discourse P
To which he answered me, that he had often endea-
voured it with the greatest application of his mind
that possibly he could. ~ And to that end and purpose
he had made it his business to ask all the questions
he could think of, whereby to get information, but all
to no purpose ; for that he was still altogether as ig-
norant of the nature of light and colours, and as un-
able to frame any conception of them, as if' he had
never before heard the names of them. He told me
moreover, that he was a long time before he would or
could believe, that other men had any faculty at all
which he wanted. For, says he, I was sensible of no
defect or imperfection in myself, but believed myself
to be altogether as perfect as all other men with whom
I conversed ; and threfore when they told me that 1
was blind, and talked to me of light and colours, 1
apprehended fof a great while, that they did it only to
impose upon me.  But are you now convinced, said I,
that you are blind ; and that other men have the fa-
culty of sight, which you want ?  Yes, replied he, I
am fully satisfied and convinced of it. How can that
he, said 1, when you can frame no mannet of notion of
light or colours, which are the objects of sight? ‘Thus,
answered he, I was convinced of it: They would put
we at a distance from thenr, and yet would tell me
every thing that I did; as whether I stood, or sate, or
held up my hand, ot let it down, or the like : W hereas
1 could ot discover any thing which they did, except
I were close to them, and felt them carefully with my
hands. Now by this, continued he, I am fully con-
vinced, that other meun have a faculty which I waut,
whereby they can discover and distinguish things at a
distance, which they call sight: And [am told by all
men, that there is something called light, which is dif-
fused through the air, and is the instrument whereby
they are enabled to exercise this faculty; and also
that the colour and shape of things are the objects
upon which the same is employed: But although I
can by my touch distinguish between the  differént
shapes of sowe things, and so can frame a notion of’
shlpe : Yet what light is, or what colours are, I have
not the least conception; although I am, as 1 have
told you, sufficiently convinced, that some such things
there are. Now, this Relation beiug (for the sub-
stance of it) true ; to my own knowledge, or at least
(as every man will ownit to be) possible and rational,
it will evidently follow, without any farther proof; that
this man bad very good and unquestionable grounds
to believe some things that were altogether above his
teason ; for what sight, light or colours were, he was
utterly uncapable of framing, or receiving any idea.
But yet that there were such things, and that all he
heard Men discourse about them was not meer fiction
(as he for some time apprehended) was plainly proyed
to him by such arguments as every reasonable man
must allow to bave been abundantly sufficient to move
his assent.

THE SINNER'S BLINDNZSS.
(From * Clavis Mystica” by Dr. Daniel Featley. )

But after the intemperate person hath taken his
fill of sinful pleasure, he is at leisure to bethink him-
self what he hath done. Reason in the natyral man,
and the spirit of God in the regenerate Christian,
bloweth the coal of knowledge within lim, which lay
hid under the ashesj and by the light thereof he seeth
what manner of guests he hath entertained, and how
they have soiled and slubbered his inward rooms,
and made them most filthy and loathsome.  The eagle,
before he setteth upon the Hart, rolleth himself in the
sand, and then flyeth at the stag’s head, and by flut-
tering his wings so dusteth his eyes that he can see
nothing, and then striketh him with his talons where
he listeth, Beloved, ye have heard of the unclean
spirit in the Gospel, which led the possessed man in-
to dry places: the sand avd dust with which this
eagle filleth his wings, are earthly desires and seusual
pleasures, wherewith, after he hath put out the eyes
of the carnal man, he dealeth with him as he lusteth.
Mercury could not kill Argus till he had cast him into
a sleep, and with an enchanted rod closed his hundred
eyes. The devil so tempered the poisoned cup, which
he offered to the voluptuous person, that he feeleth
nothing in the going down of it but sweetness: but
after he hath swallowed down his draught, he fegleth
a fire kindled within his bowels, and unless he take
suddenly a great quantity of heavenly balsam it proves
the bane of his soul,

(From Bishop Wilberforce's Charge.)

Whert you preach be real.  Set your people before
you in their numbers, their wants, their dangers, their
capacities; choose a subject, not to show yourself off}
but to benefit them; and then speak straight to them,
as you would beg your life, or counsel your son, or call
your dearest friend from a burning house, in plain,
strong, earnest words. And that you may be thus
real, 1 would counsel you from the first to take as lit<
tle of your sermons as possible from these of other

‘ men.

Let them be your own, made up of truths
tearned on your knees, from your Bible, in self-exami<
vation, smiongst your people. And to make them
such as this, spare ne pains of trouble. Beware of
giving to God and souls the parings of your time, the
ends of other employment. . Beware of a pernicious
facility. However poor or ignorant your people arey!
you may be assured that they will feel the diffi rence
between sermons which have been well digested aud
well arranged, and those which are put carelessly and
ill together. Think your subjoct thoroughly over;
settle, if' possible, on' Sunday evening the mext Suns
day’s subject. Meditate on it as you walk aboutf
yout parish; pray for power to enforce it; and as you
read God's word, and go about your parishy light wikl
break out on it, illustrations occur, applications sug-
gest thiemselves; and wheun you write or speak, you
will be full and orderly, and this isto be strong: Let
every sermon be one subject, well divided and tho<
roughly worked out§ and let all tend to this highest
purpose, simply to exalt before your people Christ
crucified. Deal much in the great truths whith the
blessed God has taught us of himself; beware of als
ways tarrying amongst the graves and corruption of'
our own fallen tempted state, but rise up to God and
Christ and the Holy Ghost, and b¥ar your flock with you

there. To lead them for themsclves indeed through
‘the Spirit; to-believe in the person of the erernay duiry

and so to stand before the Father, accepted in the bes
loved,—this is life eternal,

et
=

Communication. :

DR. PUSEY'S SERMON BEFORE THE UNIVER«
SITY OF OXFORD.—No. 1V,

I will now examine what is said in the Sermon as to
““the Creeds, which rest on Holy Scripture, teaching us
meanings of the Divine Word, which but for them we
should never have received.” There appears a little
contradiction in the terms, for if the Creeds rest upon
the Seriptures, 1 do not see clearly how they ean be ex+
ternal authoritative expositions of the Seriptures, having
an intrinsic authority in themselves. However, not to
say more on this objection, if there'are certain meanings
of the Scriptures, on the important subjects to which the
Creeds relate, whieh could never have been found out
from the Seriptures themselves, without our being taught
from another source, then are the Scriptures ambiguous
and defective on matters necessary to salvation, and the
sour¢e which records these hidden meanings maust be
of equal weight with the Scriptures themselves. ' But
let us acquiesce for a moment in the statement,—then
how dark must the Christian world have been, and on
matters of eternal interest too, during the ¢enturies before
the Creeds existed. Glancing at their history, we find
the Nicene first drawn up in the Council at Niems, in
Bithynia, A. D. 325, further added to in the year 381
and completed in 447. That called the * Athanasian,’
was not published till the sixth century; and that **coms
monly culled the Apostles” Creed,” is mnot given in any
writer previous to the end of the fourth. It is true, the
several Articles of this Creed are mentioned separately
and inc¢identally by the earliest Fathers; and might be
collected out ulytheir writings; so they might out of the
Seriptures: if not all the expression, certainly all their
substance; but this was not sufficient to constitute it a
separate independent epitome of Christian belief atithos
rized by the Church, as Dr. Pusey represents the Creeds.
They are not, then, the voice of some external interpre=
ter explaining hidden meanings of the Scriptares, for
they were not drawn up for several ages; till with the
spreading of Christianity, the rise of various heresies ren-
dered such symbols necessary: they are received by the
Church because they themselves *“ may be proved by most
certain warrants of Holy Scripture.”—dArt. 8.  If it reat~
ly were the case that there are meanings-of Scripture
which would never have been known or received but for
the Creeds, the Professor may chose between these two
consequences—that for three hundred years at the least,
before they were eompiled, the primitive Church was bus
imperfectly acquainted with the Word of God; or, the
spivitaal rulers of the Church kept these true meanings
of the Beriptures locked vp from the world,

We nuw colie w what Dr. Pusey considets the Sorips
tural grouunds for the claim.—* Now, the commission
upon which the authority of the Church rested, as it had
ever been understood by the Church itself, was given in
part in different words, at three different times, before
the resurrection; first to St. Peter, as the type of unityj
then to all the Apostles—(both these being in promise),
and then to all in fulfilment in the text”” The calling
St. Peter “ the Type of Unity,” is certainly an ingenious
expression; it stops short of the Romanist’s asscrtion,
that St. Peter was actually the chief—the head, of the
college of Apostles; it does not exactly assert his supre=
macy, the step?,ing-smne to the stipremacy of his alleged
successor, the Pope, but it dignifies him as the represens
tative of the unity of Christ's Church, The Type of
Unity;—indeed it would make a very respectable ads
dition to the Pope’s titles. g

Tt will assist us to have the three passages referred to
before us, The first is Matthew xvi. 18, 19,—* And I
say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and npon this rdck I
will build my Church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.  And 1 will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
The second is Matt. wii, 18,—* Whatsoever ye shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” The
third is John xx. 21, 22, when he appeared to his disci-
ples on the evening of the resurrection—¢%"Then said
Jesus to'them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father
hath sent me, even so send I you. “And when he bad
said this; he breathed on them; and saith unto, them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whosesoever sins ye remit;
they are remitted unto thew; and whesesoever sing ye
retain, they are retained.”

It is obvious that the power promised and given\tn A
Peter was something absolute and full; he was to b’.rﬁ:l
the keys, to possess the power of admitting or excluding;
whatever was to be the subject or sphere of this authority,
it was vested in liim; it was no mere conveyauce through
him of some benefit coming from anotlier; but a perieet
unrestricted authority inttusted to him, gnd afterwards
to the other Apostles. If by “the keys of the kingdom
of heaven” was meant eternal forgiveness of sins: and
‘admission to the kingdom of heaven, it 'is a§ absolute'a
powen of forgiving as the most blinded papist could elaim
for St. Peter or the Pope since, As Dr. Pusey observes,
it may well exceed out belief that so great a power was
ever intrusted to man; it May well be doubted, and 1 do
venturg so- to doubt, whether man ever had it; for we
find even the Apostle himself referring Simon Magus to
God for forgiveness, Acts viii. The eolution therefore
of this power of the keys is to be found in some power
that the Apostles exercised in virtué of their commission,
which gave them something more than @ mere declara-

- tory office, in which they were only instruments of tpan«

sit, through whom passed, as throungh an official, a
sovereign's act of grace; it must be found in some power
which they held and were enabled to execute aright
through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, that was so
fully given them; what that power was will be stated
presently,

The words “ whatsoever ye shall hind,” &e.; appear 10
convey a general promise that all their acts, as far ag
performed under the guidavee of the Holy Spirit; would
be ratitied in heaven; they showed that there would be
no error or ungertainty in their proceedings; auided in
all truth, they could neéither be deceived gn(:rgprnnnunég
an unjust sentence; when they condemmed, it would oply
be those who really merited condenmation. The words
contained a full assurance that God was with them by his
Spirit in all the acts of their government,—an assurance
most needful for their support in the arduous and respon
sible office committed to them. Take the words literally,
~—with what did they bind - With their censure, and by
cutting off from commaunion with the visible Church of
Christ, but not with the bitter paius of eternal death ; the
exercise of their power in the one sense is recorded, but
of anything approaching the latter, not the least mention
is to be found. It was this power of censuring and ex~
cottimunicating wgich St. Paul exeteised, when he wrote
(1 Cor. v. 3.)—* For verily, as absent in body, but pre-
sent in spirit, bave judged already, a5 though 1 were
presént, concerning him who hath done this deed,” &e.,
avd he orders him to be excommunicated and temporal
disgrace to be inflicted, that his carnal and evil propen-
sities might be restrained, and his soul be saved. . Ano-
ther instance occurs in Timothy i, 20,—“ Of whom is
Hymensus and Alexander, whom 1 have delivered unto
Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme,” Neither
of" these instances, however, show anything more than
punishment in this world, with the view of working
repentanee and amendment; in no way do they imply
final condemnation ;—the object was the cure of s,
The same power, and in the same sense, St, Paul exer«
cised in réstoring the penitent offender to his former

position and privileges, freeing him from the disabilities
under which he lay.—See 2 Cor. ii,



