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A QUIET CORNER ON MOUNT HOYAL.

Federation--Soon or Never.
arc his article. " Canada and Imperial Federation," in the

1 nuiber of the ortnIit/y Reziew, Mr. J. W. Long-
dvîiocates Canadian independence. But he is not

açt usfor an early decision for or against it, although het
errr'

it ia "great injustice to the public spirit of the Cana-
ieople to suppose that they will always he content to

1tiry the benefits of British connection vithout sharing its
an( responsibilities." île rightly thinks that the

he 'Sof gaining and maintaining indep nrdence will nit
e Sened lby waiting. "The period lias not yet been

ete e remarks, "when Canada shall feel strong
tto stand alone. This involves difficulties and respon-

are es' liesides, the present generation contains niany who
ie tremely, perhaps big tedly, attached to Britain and
îposa Zul \ ad hg) w oul be unwilling to listen to any

a ling separatlion But old genir-

ar e passing away and new generations are arising
Proportion as the couintry develops in population,

h and power, these ancient iprejudices will disappear,
each

tro < ay will see theespirit of national pride grow
* The ger hiis beden planted, and the

I liaifestly grow%,ing in the heart of young Canadia.er NI r. nn1etiî re Mr. Longley indirtctly gives a iost grave warning
er, %,hosefirst aspiration is the coeièiice of our grand

S, 'and who decline to consider other alternatives while

e . federation reiains. To them "now is the ac-

i n 1,70no is the day ofsalvation " Goldwin Smith
CanaLa1 and the Canadian ustiol,," alludes thus

( tr Y to thoise imperial federationi ts w li think it too
t i( reval thcir plan They say it is ni yetl time for
ticai )sure. Nilt yet timte, hlien tlie lat sirand of poli-
eVer conne¢tion is wiorn aiîmost to the last iiread, and when

gYdaythe seitiment oppose to cent ralizat ion is implant-
bidlself iore (Iceply in colonial heaits ! While we are

to wait patiently for the tide, the tide is running
the other way." This is the utterance of an oppon-

anf deration, and is, I hope, a little pessimistic. But
the tin ithe most thoughtful friends of the movement feel
Pii ehas corne to ask for a verdict for or against the

re (if not for or against a specific scheme) of imperial
•o Mr. Stead, in a recent numbiier of the " Review

t t ve," r)çobserved that " time was of the essence of

• Judge Ilaliburton thouglit the establishment

of lines of steamers ushered in the era " when the treatment
of adults should supersede that of children." Hon. Joseph
lowe thought the epoch had arrived in 1866. 1lis brochure

on " The Organization of the Empire," which was published
in that year in London, contains the following, anong its
nany ringing sentencees:-" If there are any communities of
British origin anyvhere who desire to enjoy al] the privi-
leges and immunities of the ()ueen's subjects without paying
for and defending themu, let is ascertain who and where they
are--let us ieasure the propnrtions of political repudiation
now, in a season of Iraniquility -when w'e have leisure to
gauge the extent of the evil and to apply correctives, rather
than waittill war finds us unprepared and leaning upon pre-
suimptions in which there is no reality." Mr. Blake evi-
dlently believes the timîîe for federating the empire has gone
by. Ile made a plea for federation in his Aurora speech in
1874, but has dropped the subject since. And in his late
letter lie prefaces his opinion that the future of Canada
shoild be settied biy deiberation and not by drift with these
signilicant words, vhile not i isguîising my view that eveén/s
have a/riait' grea/ ri oweî/ our affsarein/ range and im-

peded our apparent liberty of action."

Thougli not, I trust, already past, the timîe for attaining
full nalional life in e(ual partiershi ith iioier iiemibers of
the empire is certainly passing. Canada is becoming more
and more the lie-all and eindt-all" for Canadians, as Aus-

tralia is for Australianis. Soie adivîcates of imperial feder-
ation are ui'illiiig to accept it iuniless it be linkel with an
imperial zollverein or somie favourite fai d of their own. Others

pretendt ifavour it only tioslave ot aniiexatioii until Canada

is strong enotgh for independence. If the chief dependencies
of t lie empire are ever to vote that the majestic whole is of
More imîportance even than its nearest and dearest part, and
that the colierence of the whole requires a reciprocity of
rights and obligations between its co-ordinate parts, the vote
must he taken soon.

But for the dangers attending the half century or so that
must elapse before the country is sufficiently rich and popul-
ous for a secure independence-dangers that imperil the
supreniacy which Providence seens to offer the Anglo-Saxon
race for a beneficent end-the present verdict of Canada
would doubtless he for the sta/us quo, and its ultitate ver-
dict for independence. To ail of is vio recognize these

dangers it is gratifying to see so mutnch discussion of the

future of Canada, so many practical protests against " the
inglorious policy oi drift." The syniptonis are thai this
country is not going to cling blindly to its iother's skiirts
until it is shaken of with a relbtiff-unless, indeed, the re-
buff should coie unexpectedly soon. Most thoughtful
Canadians-and it now seems likely that the thoughtful
mmnority niay move the iiert mass-are in sympatiy vith
the stirring appeal of professor Roberts :

But thou, my country, dreamî not thoti
Wake, and ibelold how night is oine

Slow on thy heart, and o'er hi)y brow,
Bursts the uprising sin ! "

I. Bt. \tE('otON

CORRESPONDENCE.
The Dominion Coat of Arms.

'o the E<ditîor of the DOMINIioN ILL 'STRATEi) :

SIR,-Without discussing the design for the new coat of
arms for the Dominion, as submitted by Mr. Lighthall in
your issue of the 28th, allow me to enter a protest against
the motto he has selected, "True North " One of the great
objections encr untered in immigation work is the idea that
Canada is situated so far north as to be almost within
the Arctic region, whereas, on the contrary, our latitude is
the same as that of the most fertile districts of Europe.
Such a motto as " True North" would do much to encour-
age the erroneous opinion prevailing in Europe, and would
be especially inappropriate at a Lime when west of Lake
Superior we are endeavouring to have the designation of
" North West Territories" changed to that of Il Western
Territories. Yours truly,

ACrON BURROWs.
WINNIPEG, March 31, 1891.

A i-t wirrs "'I kissed her under the silent stars"-
and ever so iuch more copy does he offer to supply us
withal.

We can't accept it. But we can give iiiii a word of ad-
vice. Don't kiss her uider the silent stars next time, but
under the silent nos(r. Voiu'll ind it better so. /7îgp i//
Times.


