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LOVE OF THE MARVELLOUS.

Tue Creator of the world has so constituted
man, as to render him capable of knowing, loving,
and serving, his Maker. In order to this, he has
endowed him with certain powers of mind, very
different from these which have relation exclu-
sively to the visihle and tangible creation —pow-
ers by which he is enabled to behold things ¢ that
are not seen,>® and to realize ¢ the substance of
things hoped for.”

Prominent among ¥his class of mental endow-
meuls, is the love of that which is wonderful—
the desire to apprehend things that are superhu-
man, supernatural, .and beyondthe every day
concerns of life. This power, rightly exercised,
and divinely directed, gives vigour to faith—in-
deed, it may b. said to he one of its constituents.
By it, the miad may delight in the contemplation
of a spiritual and invisible world, and acquiesce
in the truth of those stupendons miracles and
events recorded in the Book of books.

Notwithstanding the value of this important.
power or faculty, it is liable to great abuse.
Witness its effects in the religious'rites and ce-
remonies of the various heathen nations, ancient
and modern. It was it that gave popularity to
the oracles of antiquity—that made Mars Hill a
place of resort by the Athenians, for hearing and
seeing new things—and that now sustains Bud-
hism and Brahminism in India, Mahommedanism

iin the East, and Popery throughout Christen-

dom.

Alove of the marveilous is frequently associ-
ated with very limited reasoning faculties. In
proof of this, we peed only mention the case of
Joe Smith, the Mormon, and his misguided fol-
lowers, and the story of the Book of Mormon,
said lo have been written by a Jew belonging to
one of the ten tribes of fsrael, after they had
migrated to America.from the Holy Land, up
through Asia to Kamschatka, across Bherrhing’s
straits, into the land we now occupy ; and which
is said to have been found hid ia the earih after
it had lain there for centaries. Marvellousness
reasons not— and when not kept within its Jegi.
timate bounds by the intellectual faculties, direct-
ed by Divine influence, leads to the most injuri-
ous and fatal resutts.

The influeace of this faculty, too, is visible in
ordinary life. It gives a peculiar bias to the
cousse o1'r -ading which astudeut may adopt—the
class of hooks an individaal may wish to read,
The kind of instruction a teacherin a Sunday
school may impart to his class, may, for instance,
be more curious and wonderful than useful. The
Minister of the Gospel, evea, fram his own love
of the marvellous, may possibly }'qll into the
same error., o

We have been led to these remarks from a
consideration of the ohviors tendency of the age
to depart from, orto attempt 1o imgrove upon
the good oll ways our fathers walked in—one
great cause of which, we think, is an {nordinate
LOVE OF THE MARVELLOLS.

ProTestaxTisy.—This is a word, the origina)
import and tendency of which is too generally
overlooked by those hearing its name. Itis mere-
ly understood in contradistinction from, and as op
posed to, that species of faith known by the term
Roman Catholicisim, or Popery. A moment’s
consideration, however, will convince any mind
that the word embraces a more extensive mega-

. . . & Moy v,
ing than this. 1t is a term of peculiar’force, im-
plying not only objection to and dissent from, but
a determination to oppose the spread and prevent
the injurious effects of, every species of error.
The following remarks on this subject are well
worlhy of careful perusal. They were delivered
before the Operative Protestant Association of
Liverpool, on the 5th of March last, by the Rev.
H. M¢NeiLg :—

¢ There was a Protestantism which did not
reach the beart in its theory, and, therefore, did
not reach the life in ila practice. There was a
Protestantism which did not alter the temper—
which did. not restrain the tongne—which did not
guide the affections and desires, in the life of the
brethien, to do them good during life. ‘There
was a species of Protestantism which, he grieved
to say, had done their true cause much harm.
What he desired was, to see Christianity at the
root, and the protest against error maintained,
not for its own sake, but for the sake of that pre«
cious root which was to be preserved. The object
they had in view was to deepen and to give soli-
dity to the Protestantism of their neighbourhood.
The way now to do good was for every man, in
Lis place, to give sound instruction ; because, to
protest against evror, without having direct in-
struction in truth, would never satisfy thinking
men.  Every man in his place, then—every
master in his family—every young man amongst
is companions, his brothers and sisters—every
clergyman in his church, shonuld endeavour now
to convey, both hy precept and examyle, a true,
sound, scriptural instruction, which was the only
safeguard against Popery. Popery could win ita
way, directly or indireetly, against anything and
everything except seriptural truth.  Armies
would not keep it ont ; and what the armies of
pazanism failed to do, thg Bible, in the hand of
Luther, did not fail to do. Moreover, he would
telt them another (hing—a secret, and he would
not ask them to keep it either ; that the public
mind, commonly so called, now in England, had
wot into such a diseased state that it recoiled
from truth. Thev had been told thal Popery was
nereased by evangelical preaching —~that expo-
sing the flagrant errors of Popery caused a reac—
tion in its favour, * * * * *
The fact was, the public mind was in that dis-
eased state, that 't recoiled from anything posi-
tive ; a positive statement of tiuth made it rather
iuckined to the error; and a dountinl statement
that asserted nothing and questioned everything
—that was charity, that was love, thut was
Christianity, now-a-days in England. What.
theny were they to do? They wanted not to
wike men in love with Popery, and yet if they
spoke of it as the Reformers did, as the Homilies
of the Charch did, immediately there was are~
¢oil in its favour.  Should they praise it, inor-
der that people might see it black 7—They could
not do that for truth’s sake ; neither coull they
set it upas white, for that would condemn their
own consciences. What, then, were they to
do? They were all to teach Christianity, not
merely 1o protest against error, but to teach the
truth ; for there was nothing Popery feared so
much is people reading the Bible in their own
tongue.”
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To ruie Epitor oF Tue CuURISTIAN A1 ROR.

Dear Sir.—While T was stationed in the is-
land of Zante, in ¢he Meditterranean, on the 19th
of December, 1820, the Greeks brought down
from Mount-Squeboo the coffin of St. Beniccin, as
they teym him. He was formerly a priest, and
has been dead more than 300 ycars. His mortal
remaius are embalmed in a gold coffin, which was
deposited in a small chapel ahout 2 mile out of
the town of Zante. On the morning of the 20th,
at four o’clock, the island was visited by one of
the severest shocks of an earthquake that had
everbeen fel! - and between nine and ten o’clock,
when the procession was movizg in sl the pomp
of solemn mockery along the strect, a tremendous
shawer of rain descended on their devoted heads
for the space of twenty minutes ; then came ano-
ther shock, which was followed by an awful show-
er of haily traly terrific. At first the hail-stones

were about an inch in diameter, but speedily ip.
creased to four inches, and came rushing dowy
with sdch violence as to cause the tiles on the
houses to fly into splinters. To my own know-
ledge, one man was struck by a hailstone on the
brain, and immediately dropped down dead; ,
large number were severcly wounded, from thi-
ty—five to forty houses were levelled with the
ground by the shaking of the earth, and ahoy
thirty-six persons were buried in the ruins. Soine
of the hailstones, which I saw weighed by,
doctor, weighed from six to seven and a half
ounces. A Scotchman, with whom I was ac.
quainted, icformed me, that, three years before,
when the procession was coming along the street,
in the same form as we had now seen it, there
came a shower of sand and fire, which dispersed
them.

When I remember the many rainy days on
which the Procession has walked since I came
to Canada, I am led to believe that the timeis
not far distant, when God will not reprove idola-
try in such a mild manner, but when he will make
known the thunder of bis power.

May God, in the abundance of his mercy, grant
them repentance, for the sake of Jesus Christ,

AN HumsrLe Beuiever In CHRIsT,

St. Johns, June 9, 1844,

ENGLISH WESLEYAN MI1SSIONARY §0-
CIETY,

Tur Annual Meeting of the English Wesleyan
Missionary Society was held in Exeter Hall, o
the 29th of April, and was largely attended. The
Right Hon. Sir George Rose presided, and his
opening address was followed by others from Mi-
nist-rs and gentlemen of various churches, The
leading speakers were-the Rev, Dr. Wilson afil
the R-v. James Hamilton, of the Free Scotch
Church ; the Rev. Thomas Waugh, from Ireland;
the Rev. Dr. Newton ; the Rev. Jonathan Crow-
ther, from Madras ; and the Rev. Robert Young,
just returned from his visit to the West Indies
From the Report we collect an item or two. The
Society has 274 Stations, 367 Missionaries and
Assistants. Other Paid Agents 1640.  Church
Members 101,137 5 Printing  Establishments 7.
Of the Stations generally a favouradle account is
given, especially of those not long formed.. We
extract the following particulars relating to §
nances :—

¢ The Rev. Dr. BunTInc then called attention
to the F nancial Statement, reminding the meei-
ing, at the outset, that while the review of the
Missions themselvesincluded the most recent in-
telligence, the account of Recepts and Disburse-
ments respected only the current year ending in
December last.  That account was as follows :—
The Gross Income received from

all the usual and regnlar sources

in 1843, amounted to . . . £99,280 11 7
Being a net Increase, as compared

with 1842, of £1,026. 13s. 11d.
To which must be added the Sur-

plus of fncome over Expendi-

ture in 1842, viz: . . . . . 52313 6

—————e

Making together the sum of . £99,804 5- 1

s o

But the Gross Expenditure of 1843

had been . . . . . . £112,908 5 2
Being an Increase, as compared

with 1842, of £12,244 11s. 54
Leaving an Actual Deficiency, as

far as all ordinary Resources, be—

Jonging to that year, having been

available, of . . . . . £13,104 0 !

The committee then proceeded 4o offer some
explanatory chservations, which were classitiel
under the several heads of Income, Expendilure,
and Dificiency.”’

The ohservations convey the intelligence that,
besides the above total amount of income, there
has been received in special subscriptions, dena-
tions for liquidating the old debt, and others fot
injured chapels, what makes the full receipts of
the Society, to ncar the time of the meeting,
£110,620.  The entireg Anniversary seems to
Bavc been unusually gratifying.—Chr. Guor

ian, :



